


6,000 heart 
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car fumes 
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Nicholas Schoon. 

Environment Correspondent 

Air pollution caused mainly by 
road traffic is triggering 6.000 
heart attacks in Britain each 
year, according to medical re- 
searchers. Since roughly half of 
all heart attacks are fatal, the 
new finding supports the views 
of a growing number of doctors 
and scientists that pollution 
kills several thousand Britons 
each year. 

A team led by Dr Jan 
Poloniecki at St George’s Hos- 
pital Medical School in London 
concluded that one in 50 heart 
attack victims arriving at Lon- 
don hospitals is there as a re- 
sult of poor air quality outdoors. 
Their research is published in 
the latest issue of Occupation- 
al and Environmental Medicine. 

He analysed seven years of 
data from the late 1980s and 
early 1990s covering nearly 
' 400,000 hospital admissions 
and levels of five key air pollu- 
tants. all produced mainly by 
traffic in the capital's busy roads 
and motorways. 

The researchers were looking 
for a link between air quality on 
any one day and the number of 
people being rushed to hospi- 
tal with heart and circulatory 
I problems the next day. They 
1 used complex techniques of 
statistical analysis to probe for 
any connections. 

They found that heart at- 
tacks, in which some of heart's 
muscles are killed by a lack of 
blood supply, rose in line with 
the previous days levels of car- 
bon monoxide, nitrogen dioxide, 
sulphur dioxide and particu- 
lates. microscopic sooty specks. 

But these linkages between 


air pollution and health were 
found only in the colder months, 
from October to March, and not 
during the warmer April to 
September period. The worst 
pollution episodes are general- 
ly during particularly cold, still 
periods in winter when freezing 
air becomes trapped over cities 
and the concentration of fumes 
builds up over several days. 

But the researchers could 
find no linkage between heart at- 
tacks and rising levels of low lev- 
el ozone, another important 
pollutant known to cause dis- 
comfort to people with chest ill- 
nesses and asthma. Ozone is 
produced by a chain of chemi- 
cal reactions which begins with 
traffic fumes. For high concen- 
trations to build up there has to 
be Jitde wind and long hours of 
strong sunshine, so ozone smogs 
arc found only in summer. 

The researchers' article says 
there are now “plausible mech- 
anisms" by which traffic emis- 
sions might trigger blood 
circulation illnesses. “Our re- 
sults strengthen the case for ... 
a causal link with myocardial in- 
farction [heart attacks]." 

Over the past few years, a 
stream of big statistical studies 
from Europe. North America 
and more recently the UK have 
suggested a link between air pol- 
lution, deaths and hospital ad- 
missions. It seems that the 
elderly and those already suf- 
fering heart and lung disorders, 
are most at risk. 

The 1990s have seen Britain 
and the other European Union 
nations implementing measures 
to cut pollution from new cars, 
lorries and buses, under EU 
smog-busting laws. 

The most significant of these 


have been compulsory catalyt- 
ic converters fitted to the ex- 
haust pipes of all new cars. The 
annual MoT test also checks for 
levels of carbon monoxide in ex- 
haust fumes. Stricter standards 
for new cars came into force this 
year, and in 2000 new vehicles 
will have to meet a still tougher 
third stage of standards. 

But while these laws should 
bring about big improvements 
in air quality, and thereby save 
thousands of lives, there are 
powerful countervailing forces. 

The number of cars and car 
usage is rising steadily, and 
those trends have accelerated 
with the strong economic re- 
covery. For years to come, mil- 
lions of older vehicles will not 
have catalytic converters fit- 
ted, produce copious quantities 
of pollutants ana face no annual 
emissions checks. There are 
also worries that as cars with 
“cats" age. the performance of 
their pollution-cutting equip- 
ment falls off sharply. 

The Government has forecast 
that air quality should now 
have begun improving after de- 
teriorating through the 1980s, 
partly because of moves to curb 
traffic fumes and the drastic de- 
cline in coal burning by power 
stations. But it will not be pos- 
sible for several years to say if 
things are getting better. 

One reason is that a nation- 
wide network of monitoring 
stations has only been in place 
fora few years; this makes it dif- 
ficult to establish a baseline and 
see trends emerging. Another 
is that pollution levels depend 
on the weather and therefore 
fluctuate markedly from year to 
year, irrespective of the exact 
quantities being emitted. 
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Tory wot: Party leader William Hague about to take the plunge on a water slide during a 
visit yesterday to Flambards theme paric, near Helston, Cornwall Photograph; Paid Slater/Apex 


Black actors confuse police trainees 


at 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

Hundreds of police officers are 
to be given a second chance to 
take promotion examinations 
after failing because they were 
unable to deal with black actors 
pretending to be traffic wardens. 

The 13 ethnic minority actors 
who took part in the national 
examin ations were told last 
week their role was being axed. 
But the Home Office an- 
nounced last night that it was 
reversing the decision and that 
the exams using black people 
would continue. 


An organisation representing 
black officers yesterday said 
the affair was very worrying and 
raised widerissues about police 
attitudes to race. 

The controversy follows last 
year’s sergeants’ exams which 
used black actors for the first 
time - about half the 3,200 tests 
involved black actors in one ex- 
ercise. The Police Promotions 
Examinations Board decided to 

drop the practice after a psy- 
chologist told them officers had 
performed better when dealing 
with white actors and that this 
may be because race was con- 
fusing them. 


The Home Office and police 
associations yesterday criticised 
the move by the official train- 
ing body, even though their rep- 
resentatives were on the board 
that made the original decision 
to stop using black actors. 

The board had written in the 
past few weeks to the 13 actors 
involved to say they would not 
be used in the practical part of 
the e xamin ations so that the ex- 
ercises could be “standardised 71 . 

It followed a survey of the 
previous year’s results by an oc- 
cupational psychologist who 
found there were “significant 
differences in performance” by 


those candidates who had to 
deal with black actors and those 
who had white actors. The 
board decided that many offi- 
cers believed the examination 
was to lest equal opportunities 
skills, rather than their knowl- 
edge of road laws. 

As a result, the board decid- 
ed to scrap the results of that 
section of the exam and give all 
officers who failed another 
chance. This will affect about 
800 of the officers who failed. 

Leroy Logan, of the Black 
Police Association, said yes- 
terday; “While we agree that 
there is some merit in the find- 


ings of the psychologist we 
would argue mat the real issue 
here is the apparent inability of 
some candidates to relate to 
black people without seeing 
colour as the issue. 

“If this is happening in the 
controlled situation of an exam, 
then how might Lheir percep- 
tions be translated in real op- 
erational situations?” 

A spokeswoman for the 
Home Office said; “It was a mis- 
guided attempt to standardise 
the examinations. It is clearly 
unacceptable. Steps are being 
taken to reverse the decision 
and reinstate the ethnic minority 


Yes! Yes! Er - what was your name again? 


. Glenda Cooper 

S' social Affairs Correspondent 


It’s the morning after and you 
have not got a chfe where you 
j are of who they are.or what you 
I have done. But now forgetful 
I lovers have the perfect excuse 

l-aJitheyhavetodoistelltheir 

Jpartners:; “Sony, I must have 
Keen suffering from recurrent 
coital amn esia. 77 . 

’* It may sound Elm a state of 
mind induced by one too niany- 
ijjpottiesof chardonnay. But; ac- 


cording to the Journal of Neu- 
rology, Neurosurgery and Psy- 
chiatry, this medical condition, 
characterised by, sudden and 
dramatic memory loss after 
sexual intercourse, is not an un- 
common clinical occurrence. 

Doctors in a letter to the jour- . 
nal recount the case of a man 
fo his sixties who frequently 
suffered bouts of amnesia after 
sex. “During these events he 
would repeatedly ask questions 
such as ‘What are we doing? 7 
•What time ofyear is it?’ 'What 


tim e of day is this?" 7 reported 
Dr Russell Lane of the West 
London Neurosdences Centre. 

The memory loss lasted for 
30 to 60 minutes on each occa- 
sion, after which he recovered 

E erfectly except for the feet that 
e had no memory of inter- 
course and only the haziest 
recollection of foreplay. 

Although he seemed aware 
of experiencing difficulties dur- 
ing the amnesia attack, the 
doctors found his activities dur- 
ing intercourse and after were 


“unremarkable’’. Investigations 
showed nothing except an ir- 
regular brain signal which doc- 
tors attributed to migraine. 

Recurrent coital amnesia is 
thought to be one type of a 
more common condition known 
as transient global amnesia 
(TGA), which happens during 
periods of physical and emo- 
tional stress. It is characterised 
by the sudden development of 
amnesia usually accompanied 
by repetitive questioning but 
without any other alteration in 


consciousness or any obvious 
neurological disturbance such as 
an epileptic fit 
“The fact that a person can 


role players.” Spokesmen for 
the Association of Chief Police 
Officers and the Police Feder- 
ation welcomed the decision to 
overturn the move. However, 
there remains confusion about 
who authorised the original 
policy when the Home Office. 
Federation and Acpo all have 
members on the board. 

The head of the Police Pro- 
motions Examinations Unit in 
Harrogate, Superintendent 
Glenn Hutton, acknowledged 
that there had been a “hiccup” 
in its procedures, but he said it 
was a misunderstanding about 
how the exam system worked. 
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amnesia for sexual intercourse, 
but otherwise function nor- 
mally during the amnesic peri- 
od, raises interesting soda! and 
medicolegal considerations, n 
Dr Lane said. Or, as agony aunt 
Clare Rayner puts it rather 
more forcefully: “What a glo- 
rious new excuse - ‘Sony, I for- 
got all about it. darling’.” 




Camelot 


director to 
leave after 
final bonus 


David Lister 

David Rigg, the public face of 
Camelot, operators of the Na- 
tional Lottery, is leaving the 
company. Mr Rigg, Camelot's 
director of communications, 
was criticised as one of the lot- 
tery “fet cats’ 7 earlier this year 
after it was revealed his salary 
pariragfi lad alm ost doubled to 
£333333. 

His total salary package rose 
by 90 per cent last year - the 
biggest leap of aD the Camelot 
directors. He is due to pick up 
around £80,000 in performance- 
related bonuses on 1 October 
- two days before he leaves 
Camelot 

Mr Rigg was a founder board 
member of Camelot in 1993, 
and spent many of those early 
days wooing both journalists and 
others involved in the lottery 
good causes, telling them of 
Camelot’s efficiency and abili- 
ty to deliver. 

His public relations skills 
could not, however, overcome 
the public distaste wnen it was 
revealed that in total, the 
amount paid out to directors 
this year rase from £ 1.67m to 
£2. 23m, while profits slipped 
from £Sl.lm to£46.Bm. 

News of the pay-outs sparked 
a public outcry, with claims 
that more cash should be going 
to the good causes. 

Mr Rigg was away on a half- 
term holiday with his wife and 
children when the results were 
leaked. 

After a showdown with Cul- 
ture Secretary Chris Smith, the 
directors agreed to pay undis- 
closed sums bom future bonus 
payments into a confidential 
charity fund. 

Announcing Mr Rigg’s de- 
parture yesterday, Camelot 
chief executive Ton Holley said: 


“David has been one of the ar- 
chitects of the success of the Na- 
tional Lottery and has been an 
outstanding communications 
director. 

“We are sorry to lose him but 
wish him well m his future en- 
deavours.” 

In a statement issued by the 
company, Mr Rigg said that 
he felt the time had come to 
move on. - 

David Rigg said: “The lottery 
has played a major part in 
my life for the last seven years 



Rigg: Due to collect £80,000 
bonus days before he leaves 

and has absorbed most of 
my time for the last four-and- 
a-half years. 

“Working as part of the 
Camelot team has been both a 
pleasure and a privilege. I have 
also, in the vast majority of in- 


erally thousands of dealings 
with the media over this time. 

“However, I believe it is right 
for me to move on at this stage 
and seek new challenges for the 
future.” 
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QUICK LOAN 


ABBEYLOAN 


THE 15 MINUTE ABBEYLOAN 

Ranging from £500 to £15,000, an Abbey loan 
is flexible to suit your needs. You could have a 
decision over the phone in 15 minutes or less, 

so call 0345 57 58 59, quoting reference 
7249 and take the wait 
off your mind. 


15 NATIONAL' 

www.abbevmtioiul.ca.uk 


Silver for Britain 

Denise Lewis won Britain’s 
first medal in the athletics 
World Championships in 
Athens last night, when she 
finished second in the hep- 
tathlon. Plage 24 
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Hero pilot fights shy 
of bosses’ praise 

The airline pilot who safely crash-landed his crippled aircraft with 
66 passengers on board was wo shy to meet the praise heaped 



was just part of his job. 

The aircraft, with a total of 70 people on board, turned back 
when it was discovered the undercarriage on the left wing would 
not work. It circled for three hours over the Irish Sea to use up 
excess fuel before the captain, one of the airline’s most 
experienced pilots, brought it safely down on the tarmac at 
Manchester in what his bosses described as “a text book example 
of how to handle the aircraft in the circumstances”. 

Mike Bathgate, the airline's commercial director, said: “The 
captain is a very private individual. He believes it was very much an 
overall combined effort between him and the other crew." Captain 
Jones, who has been with the airline for 10 years, was speaking to 
investigators from the Department of Txan^Jort’s Air Accident 
Investigation Branch to tiy to discover the cause of the failure . 

Ran deep Ramesh 

Double murderer to be released 

A convicted double murderer is to be released from prison after 22 
years protesting his innocence, it was disclosed last mghL Reginald 
Dudley. 72, who was convicted with Robert Maynard in 1977 for 
the killings of Loodon underworld figures WjOQiam Moseley and 
Michael Cornwall, is to be Jet out of Ford Prison, Sussex on 
licence on tomorrow, his solicitor, Andrea Storey, said. 

Dudley and Maynard, who remains in jail, have been the subjects 
of Britain's longest-running miscarriage of justice campaign. Their 
cases are currently being looked at by the Criminal Cases Review 
Commission which is considering whether they should be sent back 
to the Court of Appeal. Moseley's handless and headless body was 
discovered in 1975. The following year, Cornwall was shot dead. 
The only evidence against them came from an armed robber who 
claimed they had admitted the murders while in jail. However, he 
later admitted lying in order to get a shorter sentence. 

‘Men in Black' sets box office record 

The sci-fi action comedy Men 
In Black has broken British box 
office records in its opening 
weekend makers Columbia 
Tristar claimed yesterday. The 
film starring Will Smith (left) 
and Tommy Lee Jones as men 
“protecting the Earth from the 
scum of the universe”, took 
£7,066.748 at the turnstiles up 
to Sunday night. 

That figure beat the previous 
record holder, Independence 
Day , in which Smith also 
starred, last summer which 
made £7,005,905 over the same period However, Columbia 
Tristar’ s figures included Thursday previews - and Men In Black 
opened early at more than 300 screens around the country. 

Barclays faces action over pay 

Barclays is facing a campaign of industrial action in a “rapidly 
escalating" dispute over pay. The bank’s two unions have agreed to 
co-ordinate action, which is likely to include an overtime ban and a . 
work -to -rule, after the “collapse" of talks. Barclays turned down a 
union request to take a dispute over a new performance-related 
scheme to the conciliation service Acas, arguing that it had already 
made substantial modifications to its original proposals. 

Jim Lowe, assistant secretary of the Banking Insurance and 
Finance Union (Bifu), complained: “This from a bank that is 
expected to announce half-yearly profits of more than £Ibn later 
this week" Bifu and the Barclays union UNDFI said that the new 
pay scheme would reduce the amount of money the bank puts into 
staff salaries. The two unions have decided to co-ordinate action, 
although no date has been fixed for it to start. 

Man hunted over landlord’s death 

A former psychiatric patient is being hunted by police after his 
elderly landlord was found stabbed to death in a burning house. 
Police' took the unusual step of naming unemployed David Edward 
Roberts, 24, as the man they wish to question about the killing of 
Joe Osmond. 70. They warned the public to stay clear of Mr 
Roberts, who was offered a room to rent by Mr Osmond after they 
met at their local rugby club. The murder inquiry was launched 
after the emergency services were alerted to a fire at Mr Osmond’s 
two-be dr oomed cottage in Salisbuiy, Wiltshire, where they found 
his body inside. He had suffered multiple stab wounds. 

East 17 star on assault charge 

Pop star Brian Harvey 
appeared in court yesterday at 
a hearing to decide whether he 
will stand trial for an alleged 
assault on a photographer. 
Harvey, 22, singer with East 17, 
was mobbed by teenage fans as 
he arrived for an old-style 
committal bearing at Bow 
Street magistrates' court in 
central London. Harvey (left), 
from Lough ton, Essex, and 
Stephen Exley, from 
V&ithamstow, east London, are 
jointly charged with assaulting 
an Argentinian photographer, Reinaldo Vargas, 43. The offences 
are alleged to have taken place outside StiingfeUows night chib m 
London's West End The hearing was adjourned until 7 October. 

Study urges lower drinking age 

A report commissioned by police into young people's experiences 
of drink and drugs yesterday advocated lowering the legal age for 
buying alcohol in pubs from 18 to 16. The controversial study 
carried out by the University of Wiles, Bangor, for North Wales 
police shows that about 70 per cent of lfi^year-olds are dnnkmg 
already. It suggests one way of taking them off the streets and 
allowing them to drink in a more controlled environment would be 
to let them into pubs with identity cards. 

Landlords would also have to adopt a tougher attitude on the 
amounts of alcohol being sold to any individual. But the university 
researchers also suggest that the age at which teenagers can buy 
alcohol across the counter aL off-licences should be increased- 

Bath lines up for lottery funding 

An art exhibition featuring a scum line around a bath tub is to get 
National Lottery funding. Arts Council official have approved a 
grant of £4,176 to help the Bristol-basedj City Projects ^ 
stage the controversial exhibition. The bath tub will be one of 
about 10 works put on show in November. 



the independent abroad 


ttncm j -ScfldO 

9eJjjum . • • ■ 
Carenw — Pte30Q 

Cypns .C1L20 

Denari* DMA 

ifsnRap '*50 

France MA 

(jajnany . . . .DM4.5 

Greece -DraW 

LjxefraourB ..-IFEO 


NTawS ....HW* 

R* W.500 

Matera . . . Ek325 
Mata... -*3 cents 

Na*w 

PoCugS ... Esc325 

Span Pts300 

Sweden »r21 

SwtErtand.Sfr4.00 
USA S3.00 


OVHSEASSPBSCWFTBXe 
Mr nal, 13 vwete fiiops flfflifC flue 1 9 /Udk 

East xa fcarata*) D0&7Q. To otte, Dtastt 




T hey may be “there torus when the rain starts to 
fall" but their jobs are notengera jdkeand they 
are certainly notbrokevThbcastof Friends have 
justslgned a deal. for £ 2 J?m per episode. 

The contract could make "the series, featuring she 
Impossibly hip NewYbiketehanglrig but fri a trendy 
cafo, the most expensive m tetevlsfon hfetory_ ‘ . 

. .Hoflywfoodirade papers yesterday repoitsdthatthe 


per show -tfieprevfous figure was abbot £625,000. . 

This should keep the cast, who threatened to walk- 
out last year after a! rowover theft salaries, happy to 
~ be thereforeat^otba'ftirat least afewjrodra episodes. 

However, since the programme vrasfir^ akod, cast- 
ing cfirectorsand advertisers have been faIBng over 
titumselvtisto sigh upth© actors, wboworealf pret- 
r ty much unknown frefore Friends came along: . ' ; 

/ Jenrnfer Anteton, whose roleas the spoilt Jewish 
pttocess.Rachel.issecori^^ ' 

cut, te currentiy starring In a coupte df teteyfeSon ad- 
vertisements. as wefl as flnb^uptiiefilin rotes/ .. 

■ . Her co-stars, Courtney Cox. better known as Mon- 
fca, the control-freakchef.andlisa Kudraw.whoplays 
the dtey masseuse Phoebe, have also landed parts 


John Simpson 
spoils for battle 
on home front 

Distinguished BBC war correspon- 
dent John Simpson has put him- 
self In the line of fire on the home 
front, with outspoken attacks on 
the corporation's director-general, 
John Birt, former colleague Martin 
Bell and “good news" fan Martyn 
Lewis. 

Simpson, 53 (right), launched 
his forthright salvos in the BBC's 
biggest-telling publication, Radio 
Times, published today. 

He joked that, apart from 
Libya's Gaddafi, it was getting dif- 
ficult to find a good dictator these 
days. "You have to visit weird 
parts of the world to find them - 
like Television Centre and Broad- 
casting House. 

The heads of giant corpora- 
tions can be just as loopy - it's 
power and the feeling they're al- 
ways right" 

Martin Bell, now the indepen- 
dent MP for Tatton, was wrong to 
crusade for “involved” reporting 
on his return from Bosnia, Simp- 
son said. “Martin Bell is talking 
nonsense and he knows ft. “He 
was one of the most objective 
journalists." 

He added: “If s not my job to 
shriek that side A is right and side 
B is wrong. I’m sick of the Tm go- 
ing to tell you everything about me 
and what 1 think' school of journal- 
ism. You don’t watch the BBC for 
polemic." 

But Simpson also condemned 
live two-way links from trouble 
spots and Martyn Lewis’s “good 
news" campaign. "That's so silly. 


in fikns; Cox rrvwft recently playeda bitch TV reporter 
-in- 'Wes’ Craven’s latest shtock-ftorror movie, Scream. 
:: Kudrow,who latest role is playing another loveable 
airhead in Romy and Michelle's High School Reunion, 
is already afraid of being typecast 
As for the boys, 1 David Schwimmer, the lovable 
palaeontologist Boss, MaOhew Perry, arguably the cast 
member who gets the best fines as Chandler, and Matt 
le' Blanc; who. plays th4 irirepressfole but dim-witted 
Joey, the offers have flooded In. 

— Schwimmer was foe first Friend to test the movie 
waters in Pallbearer (a flop) but he is now turning his 
hand fo directirig, before returning to tire other side 
of the camereln aiflrrt with Sir Ian McKellen, no less. 
.■ Unfortunately for Le Blanc, Kfe seems to be fmitat- 
ffig adashebas beeri struggling asmuefe as Joey to 
land a steriirigrote. But he fehbpfog tftatwiH change 
when he teams up with Gary Oldman fora movie ver- 



There's no good news and bad 
news, just news,” he scoffed. 

It was “amusing" that the Prince 
of Wales and John Major support- 
ed Lewis, he said. “You cant 
blame them. Whenever you 
switched on all you saw was an- 
other one of their disasters." 

He feared the leaked BBC re- 
port Reflecting The World , which 
suggested popular presenters like 
Ulrika Jonsson were needed to 
make unpopular foreign issues 
more palatable, was dose to the 
mark. “If s true. That's foe trouble. 
Viewers want bimboys and bim- 
bettes. Who wants to see Martyn 
Lewis? I don't." 

Simpson, who has resigned reg- 
ularly in the past, does not fear his 
latest onslaught will have reper- 
cussions. “I've been in lots of trou- 
ble and that means within the BBC 
as well as out 


: .Finally Perry who has^edmifted to drug problems, 
lias just netted a cool £flm for the romantic comedy 
Tools Rush In. ft’s a far cry from the days when, as 
Badrel wouW say. they .were afl searching for “one of 
tftosejob^h togs’ 5 . f Kate Watson-Smyth 


Queen Mother 
marks 97th year 

The Queen Mother celebrated her 
97th birthday yesterday by going 
on an impromptu walkabout 
among a crowd of more than 1,000 
well-wishers, some of whom had 
camped overnight at Clarence 
House. 

Leaning heavily on a stick, she 
smiled and waved at the assem- 
bled crowd, who sang Happy 
Birthday, and handed her flowers, 
cards, chocolates and cuddly toys. 

Accompanied by Prince Andrew, 
she reviewed a march-past by the 
1st Battalion, The Royal Regiment 
of Wales. 

Then, with four generations of 
the Royal Family gathered at 
Clarence House for a celebratory 
lunch, the party appeared at the 
gates with the Queen and her 
mother at their head. 

Prince William, 15, was given 
pride of place by his great-grand- 
mother when he was at her side to 
review the King's Troop, Royal 
Horse Artillery. 

And 12-year-oM Prince Harry 
was also present, with his father, 
the Prince of wales. 

♦Jeanne Calment, who at 122 
years and five months, was proba- 
bly the world's oldest person, has 
died in Aries in southern France. 
She “slipped away" at 11.15am lo- 
cal time yesterday but was not 
thought to be suffering any illness. 

Bom in Arles on Febrary 21 
1875, Madame Calment was re- 
garded as a kind of living national 
archive. She lived alone until she 
was 111 before consenting to 
move into an old peoples' home. 

Obituaries, page 10 


British climber’s Himalayan ordeal ends 
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The British mountaineer Alan Hinkes was resting in 
Islamabad, Pakistan, last night after spending an ex- 
cruciating seven days with a slipped disc stranded on 
a Himalayan mountain. 

Bizarreiy, the specialist who finally diagnosed the 
Injury turned out to have just returned from nine 
years working in Darlington Memorial Hospital - only 
20 miles from where Mr Hinkes grew up, in 
Northallerton in North Yorkshire. Dr Rifat Zaidi toW Mr 
Hinkes: “I thought I recognised your accent" 

He plans to return to Britain next week to rehabili- 
tate the injury which, in another strange touch, was 
set off when he was eating a chapati about halfway 
up the mountain. Some of Its flour made him sneeze. 
The muscular strain caused a prolapsed disc which 
could taka up to three months to heal completely. 

The climber was yesterday taken by helicopter 
from the lower slopes of Manga Parbat which at 
8.128 metres (2G, 660ft) is one of the 14 mountains in 
the world over 8,000m. Mr Hinkes had previously 
climbed eight of the 14 , and had intended to set a 
record by conquering the other six in a single sea- 


son. If he can climb all 14, he will become only the 
sixth person to achieve the feat and the first native 
English speaker. 

But so far in 1997 Mr Hinkes has only managed 
one, Lhotae, and now fears that if it takes too long for 
his injury to heal that could rule out an attempt this 
autumn on the two peaks of Annapurna (8,09im) and 
Dhaulagiri (8,167m). 

He used a sa tellite phone to caH Berghaus, his spon- 
sors on the £70,000 expedition, and to call for a heti- 
coptec But for days, tee pilot was unable to reach him, 
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shrinking supplies of food and painkSere. “1 was having 
tnreebour back spasms," he recaBed yesterday. 

Eventually, on Sunday, he managed to ignore the 
pain enough to cOrnb down 700m to 3,350m, just above 
a glacier which would have made further progress 

more difficult, hoping ft would be e«rer for a heficopter 

to reach him. "I got my cook to buSd a bonfire, with 
branches from nearby shrubs, and to make a big H 
with stones on the ground, then just before dawn broke 
today I called the helicopter Charles Arthur 


SHOPPING 

Rude staff and tong queues 
keep customers dissatisfied 
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of irritation - particularly in DIY and electrical goods stora. 

The only area of growing customer satisfaction is pruttwin 
fewer shoppers complaining of either high or rising costs now than 

fiV TO^anvw into shopping trends also disclosed that no1 

a nation of shopaholics. People visit the shops less now thanm-e 
years ago - although this does not mean they are spending Jess. 


TECHNOLOGY 

The ‘thinking’ computer decides 

A loans company is using a high-tech ‘rinteftigen^ compulM- 
program to help it make instant decisions on applications, it uses 
neural technology, which tries to mimic the workings of a human 
brain, to make split-second judgments on individnais. w 
Neural computers are often called “thinking computers ^ 
because of their ability to learn from experience and “best guess a 
situation, just as a human mu respond to new and changing 

ii ftnnm, _ 

The computei; called Decider; is bang used by Lloyds B< mmato r 
Motor Finance, part of the Lloyds TSB group. It is “tangfarwia 
historical customer data, it does not have to be programmed wifD 
fitwl rules or equations and it can automatically extract essential 
characteristics from previous applicant information. 

Decider then makes a decision on whether to accept a loan or 
not, a»rt gives reasons for its choice. In a trial, when it was prtted 
against traditional loan scrutiny techniques. Deader was shown, 
on average, to be 10 per cent more accurate. 



ATTITUDES 

Young more tolerant towards gays 

More than two in five young people in Britain believe that the age 
of consent for homosexuals should be towered, according to the" 
findings of a survey on youth attitudes. 

The NOP poll of 986 adults aged 16 years and over in England 
and Wales, however, found that this general increase in tolerance 
for homosexuality among those aged 16-34 was not reflected 
among the over-35s. Seventy-two per cent of the general adult 
population declared themselves to be against any lowering of the 
age of consent from 18 to 16 years. 

a Tolerance on the issue of gay sex does not extend to smoking or 
“aJcopops”. More than two-thuds of those questioned were in~ 
favour of raising the legal age of smoking from the current 16 to IS 
years of age. Support for a total ban on aJcopops among the under- 
25s, whilst less overwhelming than among the over-35s, was still 
around one third of those questioned. Louise Hancock 

LEISURE 

Man’s (or woman’s) best friend? 

They are regularly hurt by them, don't always trust them, and 
often have to tie m order to spend time with than, but 63 percent 
of all riders say they prefer the company of their horses to their 
partners. 

Although 87 per cent of riders say their horse can be 
“temperamental^ and almost half have been quite badly injured, 

72 per cent of riders admit that they tell their horse their* 
problems, .rather than their partner. And the national survey, 
compiled ty ’ Gallop magazine, shows that 90 per cent of woimm 
aFSIzIFaSSP ”*****■ tom* a new horse than a baby, 
i t** cent) sa y wish they could take 

on b0hda * wfaae toitfadmitted to 
feitras| sneaked off work for a secret rendezvous with their horse. 

Pertap? not smpnsmgl* 53 per cent of partners were sato tTbe 
jealous of foe relationship. With good reason: almost half of all 

*° abead *^ wouldn't be aide todetide 
towerafoor partner or horse. A quarter would definitely choose 

Jojo Moyes 

PROPERTY 

Home-owners do it themselves 

Home-owners have been spending an average of £320 a vear each 
on DIY-more thai, one-fifth of foe total amount thev^ mSSx^uT 
for wofo on their homes, a report shows today. ^ ^ 

The figure comes in research published by foe Joseoh Rnwntrec 
Foundation, using data from a study carried out 

bathrooms being fitted by owners themselves. 

And as many as 40 per cent of owner-occupiers who carried out 
major improvements or work at home chose to do at leSt^m^f 
foe job themselves. ,ca61 8011,6 01 

Latour-mteosive jobs were more likely to be carried out bv DIY 
than those where the cost of materials was relatively hieh th^ Y 
report antes found. But the complexity of any tai aSeared to 
be a more important factor in owners’ decisions whether to use 
contractors or to tackle foe job themselves. Agh&s slverin 



NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 41^2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the fast half of 1996 
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CJD deaths leave questions over clusters 

Partes Arthur ^ . . . 

Science Editor 8^. So far. three of the ™ni, ^ , . , ... m_* match for the incidents which hasnotyet been identi- 
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Kw^’i S^% e P5?P ,c tor y. and lived in Washington 

i:. . _ . c . ^ of^v-CJQ have until she died in October ! 995; 

and Mandy Miato, a former Eu- 
ropean judo champion, who 


more deaths fr om the ^ near Ashford - which if- 
strain of £ e fo! “^ctosc to the she where the 





wtn mad cow disease* 1 ui» r «> 
the Govl 

at die end of June. 

But the figures hide a Deeu. 

n of cases: in A^h- 

*) m md Wea r to 

the North-east and near Glas- 


encephalopathy (BSE) was di- 
JgKwed in 1985. Susan Carey, 
who died five months ago, lived 
near Ashford in the 1980s be- 

ore moving to Rochester, also 
in Kent. 

Another two cases have oc- 
cun,e ® ,n comparatively small 
«*■ ,n TVne and Wear, in- 
ceding Jean Wike, who worked 
as a meat-chopper in a pie fac- 


died aged 27 last weekend in 
Sunderland Royal Hospital. 
Two other cases are based 


The presence of clusters 
among such a small number of 
cases could be a statistical ac- 
cident. “When the numbers 
are so small you can convince 
yourself of anything," said Dr 
Stephen Dealler, an indeoen- 


find some other way of gettins 
this across to newspapers,'' said 
one member. 

The Government triggered a 
major BSE scare when an- 
nounced in March 1996 that the 
growing number of cases of v- 



CJD aged 35 Iasi September; 
and a suspected victim, Don- 
namarie McGivcm, aged 15, 
who has a serious brain disor- 
der, at Southern General Hos- 
pital in Glasgow. 
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Chains, delays, 
dishonesty and 
gazumping. 
The evils of 
house-buying 
come under 
government 

scrutiny 


noticed in Ashford/ 

Last night, members of 
the CJD Support Association 
were unwilling to discuss the 
idea. “If that is all you want 
to talk about, we may have to 


has never specified that this had 
to be through eating BSE-in- 
fected food. 

People in Ashford would be 
no more likely to eat BSE-fn- 
fected food than other people 


at most stages of the epidemic. 
However, some scientists have 
called attention to the presence 
of a rendering plant which dis- 
charges 120,000 litres of efflu- 
ent daily, and to an event in 1963 
in Smanien when two acres of 
land were contaminated by fiu- 
oracetamide. a highly toxic 

organo- halogen which is chem- 
ically related to organo- phos- 
phates (OPs). Some people 
have suggested that OPs caused 
BSE - although evidence from 
the Continent contradicts this. 

At the same rime, there is no 


dear match for the incidents 
around Ashford in Tyne and 
Wfear or near Glasgow. The 
CJO SurveiDance Unit, which 
monitors cases and records vic- 
tims’ personal histories, had 
no comment last night. 

“While the numbers are so 
small, you can sum it up and say 
that there’s no excess, that it's 
just statistical anomaly,’’ said Dr 
Dealler. 

“But after a while it becomes 
a different type of analysis. ” He 
suspects that there may be a 
contributory cause for BSE 


which has not yet been identi- 
fied - and that the Government 
will resist any attempt to iden- 
tify it 

The long incubation period 
of up to 20 years for forms of 
CJD means that victims were 
probably infected in the 1980s, 
before the most infectious parts 
of cattle - the brain, spinal cord 
spleen and various organs - 
were banned from human con- 
sumption. 

Experts still do not know if 
a major epidemic of new vari- 
ant CJD is likely to occur or noL 


Steve Boggan 
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It wasn’t suj^osed to be like this. With a 
£30,000 deposit and a guaranteed mortgage, 
Qaudine Sturdy should have been every 
vendor’s dream -a first-time buyer with no 
chain and an overwhelming desire to move 
quickly. 

But, like thousands of others, she soon 
found that estate agents, building societies, 
surveyors and sheer bad luck conspire to 
make buying a house as difficult as catch- 
ing a greased snake. 

Yesterday, the Government made the 
first moves towards finding out what caus- 
es buyers pain and stress and how the 
process of buying a property can be made 
simpler, quicker and less frustrating. 

A steering group representing lawyers, 
agents, consumers, lenders and other pro- 
fessionals met to draw up guidelines for re- 
searchers who will track 1,000 sales to find 
out which ones go wrong and why. 

So far, Ms Sturdy, 28, a film production 
co-ordinator from south London, has en- 
countered all the problems that the group, 
set up by housing minis ter Hilary Ann- 
strong, will be studying - chains, delays, dis- 
honesty and, perhaps most frustrating of 
all, gazumping. 


“The first place I saw was a dream and 
a real bargain, a three-bedroom flat for 
£70,000 in Brixton,” she said. 

“The people I was buying from were buy- 
ing something else in Norwood and every- 
thing was going smoothly. But then there 
was a small legal hitch involving the lease 
and, unfortunately, the vendors had in- 
credibly slow solicitors. 

“A job that should have taken four days 
took them four weeks and in the meantime 
my vendors lost their place because their 
vendor wouldn't wait any longer. And some- 
one nipped in and gazumped them by 
£ 2 , 000 ." 

But worse was to come. Ms' Sturdy 
found another place, a two-bedroom flat 
in Streatham, for £90,000. 

She offered £85,000 but was told by her 
agents that the vendor had placed it with 
a second agent at £95,000. 

“My agents told me that if I raised my 
price to £90,000 then I could have it,” she 
said. “Then they - not the other agents - 
went and sold it for £95,000. 

“I am absolutely fed up with the whole 
business. 

“Everyone tries to rip you off all the time 
and no one keeps their word and I feel in- 
sulted that anyone could possibly think that 



Disfflusioned: Ctaucfine Shady; who has been let down twice ki her hunt for a flat - ‘Everyone tries to rip you off and no one keeps their word* Photo0aph: Andrew Buurman 


you believe anything they say. We need pro- 
tection for vendors and buyers so one isn’t 
waiting too long for their house to be sold, 
and so the other's offer is honoured.” 

Ms Armstrong said she was determined 
to provide protection for people like Ms 
Sturdy and promised to act on the results 
of the study, which should be finished next 
summer. 

“Hie Government is determined to 
identify the root causes of delays and oth- 
er problems which cause distress and mis- 
ery to home -buyers and sellers,” she said. 


However, given the diversity of the 
steering group - with representatives from 
the Office of Fair Trading, HM Land 
Registry, the Law Society, the Royal 
Institute of Chartered Surveyors, the Coun- 
cil of Mortgage Lenders, the National 
Association of Estate Agents, the Incor- 
porated Society of Auctioneers and Valuers 
and the Consumers' Association - vested 
interests are likely to make agreement 
possible. 

One option, to adopt the Scottish system 
whereby an offer, once accepted, is bind- 


ing, already seems to be losing its appeal. 

“It does prevent gazumping once an 
offer bas been accepted,” said Hugh 
Dunsmore-Hardy, chief executive of the 
National Association of Estate Agents. 

“Bui before you can make an offer, you 
have to have your mortgage offer and sur- 
vey in place. 

“If your offer is rejected, then all the 
money you have spent on your legal fees 
and survey goes down the drain. Tneoret- 
icaDy, that could happen two or three times 
before you.get a property." 


The Consumers’ Association wants to see 
some form of protection available for 
buyers but feels the best way to avoid 
disappointment is to speed up the way the 
system works. 

“Gazumping takes place between an of- 
fer being made and the completion of the 
transaction,” said Sophie GumpeL a prin- 
cipal researcher with the association. 

“If the whole process were made faster, 
less convoluted and more of a ‘one-stop- 
shop’ process, there would be less time for 
gazumping to take place.” 


Pub chain calls time 
on alcopops as more 
companies join ban 


Louise Jury 
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The bubble may be bursting on alco- 



ipted public outrage by sup- 
fly lining the young to alcohol 
were dealt another Wowyesterday- 
JD Wetherspoori, the* fast-ex- 
panding chain of 194 pubs^ an- 
nounced it was banning all the 
drinks which revel in such names as 
Hooper’s Hooch, Sheet's Lemon 
JagandZanztbi fflmg. 

Since their mtrodndfon in Britain 
two years ago; there hasbeena host 
of critical Stories. Unwitting p aren ts 
packed the alcoholic drinks m lunch 
boxes. "Stirling University, banned 
them from the campus and even bars 
at the House of Commons have re- 


man Tim Martin said: “Wfe simpfy do 
not want to be associated with the 
controversy." 

The chain sells 10-15,000 bottles 
a week. But Mr Martin said: “We 
have considered the situation care- 
fuDy. Alcopofsbave had a lot of bad 


Yet Fiona McIntosh, editor of 
Company magazine for young wo- 
men in their twenties, said it was not 
simply under-age drinkers which 
were cause for concern. Young 
women were drinking too much ana 
often failed to realise they were. 

are quite clubby and 


publicity and many people are con- “Alcopops are quite clubby and 
cemed that tbey may be attractive to fim. It’s probably quite difficult to es- 
ile too young to drink legally.” timate how mudb you're putting 


fused requests' to Stock them. 

The 'Co-op and . Iceland food 

stores have cleared the controversial — . , - ■ __ 

beverages Aom theirshdyes. And in 

a marirofthe cuhszal impact, the is- sumption of afcopops. m O&ns sam 


decision was welcomed mid 
condemned in equal measure. An- 
drew Cbevis, of the Portman Group, 
the drinks’ industry-funded watch- 

tfrfpoint. “V^do not behewsttaf 
fora company Hike JD Witherspoon 
to ban alcopops will have a signifi- 
cant impact on alcohol misuse by 
young people." 

Out of 200 children admitted to 
the Akler Hey children’s hospital in 
Liverpool last year with drinking 


a mafkof the cuitirial impact the 
sue was even raised in a television 
soapTtohead, ateenager m Brook- 
side, was made to look a complete 
fool wbm he tried to impress the ^iris 
at tiwyou&didiwffliafew alcopops. 

JD Wetherspoon embarked on a 
trial bant at. its 'busiest - pub, the 
HamfltouHall, at LzyerpoolStreet 
^ station in Lon don two months ago. 
Afier customers proved happy to 
take an alternative tipple, it extend- 
ed the ban yesterday- 

w ThebadpuMirifyttedri 

proinptedjts deriaon 


away,” she said. 

Mark Bennett, of Alcohol Con- 
cern, said individual retailers should 
not be left to make such decisions. 
There was a need fra an independent 
panel, not the Portman Group, to as- 
sess their acceptability. ‘Tne test 
of these drinks is their dispropor- 
tionate appeal to people under the 
age of 16.” 

Alcopops came third behind rider 
and lager for under-age drinkers. 
That was considerable success for a 
new drink. It was also notable be- 
cause research showed alcopops at- 
tracted some young people who 
admitted they would not otherwise 
be drinking alcohol at all. 

But Mr Bennett said industry 
sources were muttering already that 
the appeal of the fiz2y drinks was 
waning. “People approaching their 
18th birthday want to be drinking 



gp more ffian ary moral exusade. 


CJjair- 


a Portman Group report later, this 
month will highlight other drinks 
causing more problems, although he 
refused to name them. 

Stuart Cain, spokesman for Bass 
who make Hooper's Hooch, which 
has 70 per cent of the market, ques- 
tioned wetheisMon’s motivation la _ 

banning a drink which was popular something that is different from 
with 20 to 30-year-olds. Around what the previous set were drinking, 
three miffim bottles and cans are sold So we see a pattern of new types of 
eadiweeL‘AlcOTK^sitccanfoTtaMy alcohol products.” 

oUnatn’de beer cider and shorts. like bottled beers with lime in the 

TW^nntafiid and there’s a need top and ice beers, alcopops will have Last orders: A crate of alcopops waiting to be taken away from the cellar of the Wolf pub in Bury St 
to Sop demonising them,” he said, a successor yet. Edmunds, in Suffolk, yesterday, after the drinks were banned from the bar Photograph: Brian Harris 


Young 
drinkers 
flouting 
the law 


A report commissioned by police into 
young people’s experiences of alco- 
hol yosterckry advocated lowering the 
legal age for buying drinks in pubs 
from 18 to 16. 

The study carried out by the Uni- 
versity of wales, Bangor, for North 
^kles police shows that around 70 
per cent of 16-year-olds are drink- 
ing already. It suggests one way of 
taking them off the streets and al- 
lowing them to drink in a more con- 
trolled environment would be to let 
them into pubs with ID cards. 

Landlords would also have to 
adopt a tougher attitude on the 
amounts of alcohol being sold to any 
individual. But alongside this radi- 
cal solution, the university re- 
searchers suggest that the age at 
which teenagers can buy alcohol 
across the counter at off-licences 
should be increased. 

Assistant Chief Constable Elfed 
Roberts, of North Wales police, wel- 
comed a public debate on the most 
effective ways of tackling the prob- 
lem and whether changes in the law 

were required “Young people by the 


age of 16, very largely, are quite fa- 
miliar with alcohol. Some have got 
into the habit of drinking regularft » 


Landlords and alcohol abuse 
portgroupsgavea cool respome to 
idea of lowering the legal age, claim- 
ing problems would be exacerbated 
The report surveyed more than 
1*200 pupils, aged 11 to 16, in six 
schools in Gwynedd. 
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Ulster urged to grasp second chance 
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Jojo Moyes 


M n Mowiitm. the Secretary oi 
Stale for Northern Ireland. yes- 
terday urged political parties in 
Ulster not to miss the new op- 
portunity for peace, describing 
it as “a second chance". 

Ms Mowlam. who will meet 
Sinn Fein president. Gerry 
Adams, tomorrow, said that 
people caught a glimpse of 
what the future could hold dur- 
ins the first. I RA ceasefire w hich 


collapsed with the bombing of 
the Isle of Dogs in east London 
in February 199ft. 

The meeting will be the first 
between a government minister 
and Sinn Fein since just before 
the ending of the 17-raonth 
truce. It forms part of prepa- 
rations for the scheduled entry 
by republicans to the Stormont 
talks process next month. 

Ms Mowlam told business 
leaders in Belfast that if she de- 
cided by the end of the month 


that the ceasefire was genuine, 
Sinn Fein would have a place at 
the negotiating table ort 15 
September. By that time an in- 
ternational commission for 
arms decommissioning would 
also be in place. Both British 
and Irish governments, she in- 
sisted, were committed to the 
total disarmament of all para- 
military organisations. 

Ms Mowlam said that the 
governments had an opportu- 
nity to improve the basis on 


which everybody could wort to- 
gether, one that embraced bal- 
anced constitutional change 
more broadly based than the 
1985 Anglo-Irish Agreement, 
Politicians, she said, needed 
to pick up and run with change. 
“After all, what is there to 
fear?" she said. ''Consent is 
there as a central and inviolable 
principle. There isn’t going to 
be any change in Northern Ire- 
land’s constitutional status un- 
less a majority here want iL But 


if Lhey do want change, well 

TL i., gI1 ,n g to be About lOOmemto W “rtoYandondenj-.ai.eD 

pushed or bullied or beguiled. Association attended discus- local Apprentice Boy - ent ^ along Belfast s nationalist 
Open and honest discussion sions chaired by the Mayor of to parade around uw Lower Onneau Road. 

TL-ith nil vipwsnn the table, is the Derry. Martin BradJev. city walls, including T . vear the walls were 


Representatives of the order, 
local business leaders and the 
nationalist Bogside Residents 


a peaceful 
weekend- 


parade 


er" parades by Apprentice Boys 
in /he nationalist Milages ot 


r . n.rrtlov Co Antrim and Bel- 
5dSe fatta'. Londondenja-sweD 
SdSf, LtJooe Belfast's nauonalisl 


with all views on the table, is the 
only sensible and realistic way 
forward. It threatens no one." 

Meanwhile, talks were under 
way yesterday to try to work out 
a deal to ensure that this week- 
end's annual parade by 10,000 
Apprentice Boys in London- 
derry passes off without trouble. 


Deny, Martin Bradley. 

AUstair Simpson, governor of 
the Apprentice Boys, said after 
a lengthy meeting that it bad 
been “very constructive". He 
said that the three sides seemed 
quite happy with the proposals 
put forward by the order for 
Saturday and be was hopeful of 


tenuous quarter-mile stretch 
above the Bogside, before join- 
ing the main Londonderry pa- 
rade on Saturday. 

The Bogside Residents group 

said it would not protest against 
the inarch around the walls if a 
deal could be struck over *feed- 


Last year the walls were 
closed to the marchers on pub- 
lic safety grounds on the orders 
of the former seaetarvm state. 
Sir Patrick Mayhew. The Ap- 
premice Boys finally amed 
out their march two months late 
in October. 
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Michael Streeter 


Ahead of the rest: Liz Taylor at a ball hosted in Venice by Aristotle Onassis 


They are a revealing glimpse of 
the famous and glamorous of a 
bygone era. An exhibition of 
work by the Canadian photogra- 
pher Roloff Beny provides an 
insight into the lives of some of 
the personalities who dominated 
the cultural stage from the 1950s 
onwards, including Laurence 
Olivier. Margot Fonteyn, Rudolf 
Nureyev and Coco Chanel. 

Best known for his interpreta- 
tions of classical architecture 
and sculpture, a feature of 
Beny’s rarer portraits were the 
anecdotes he attached to many of 
them. 

On his portrait of Rex Harrison 
he describes how he went to the 
actor’s Hollywood home, expect- 
ing the shoot to last 10 minutes. 
Hours later, after a tour of the 
villa and several songs from Har- 
rison's wife Rachel Roberts, the 
photographer ran out of time. “I 
realised I had a plane to catch 
and I snapped Rex in his mono* 
gramme d slippers." 

On a photo of Tennessee 
Williams, taken in 1958, Beny ac- 
knowledged the brilliant dia- 
logue the dramatist wrote, then 
added: “But in conversation he 
wandered so, that I can't remem- 
ber anything he said.'* 

Beny, who died in 1984, referred 
to the photographs as his “Peo- 
ple" archive. 

The exhibition, al Christie's, in 
King Street. London, runs from 
11 to 22 August. 
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Private lives: Rex Harrison, epitome of English suaveness, at ease in his Hollywood 



Suicide MP had made j 

death threat at Commons 


Cofin Brown and 
Stephen Goodwin 


Friends of the dead Labour MP 
Gordon McMaster stopped him 
jumping into the Thames from 
the terrace of the House of 
Commons, it emerged last night. 

Roger Stott, a close friend of 
Mr McMasler, who last week 
gassed himself in his car at 
borne, said the friends at the 
Commons had persuaded Mr 
McMaster not to go ahead with 
his threat to kDl himself. 

Mr Stott said be could not 
help blaming himself for failing 
to do more to prevent the 
tragedy. “I didn’t do enough. I 
think collectively as MFs we 
should do something to help 
MP5 like Gordon who are clear- 
ly under pressure,” he said. 

“We need a parliamentary 
system to help MPS in stress. It 
crosses all parties and it hap- 
pened to lain Mills [a Tbiy MP 
who died after heavy drinking]." 

Mr McMaster, the MP for 
Raisley South, left a suicide 


note in which he was reported 
to have condemned two col- 
leagues, Lord Dixon, a former 
deputy chief whip, and Tommy 
Graham, MP for the neigh- 
bouring seat of Renfrewshire 
West Both deny any involve- 
ment in a whispering campaign 
and unsubstantiated smears 
about him being homosexual 
and suffering from Aids. 

Mr McMaster asked for a 
copy to be sent to the Prime 
Minister and for the letter to be 
published. Close friends of the 
MP said it was unlikely that the 
Government would publish the 
letter which was clearly written 
when his mind was disturbed. 

The chief whip. Nick Brown, 
is carrying out an inquiry at the 
request of the Prime Minister 
into the allegations contained in 
the note, but Downing Street 
sources said It could take some 
weeks. 

The whispering campaign 
against Mr McMaster, and the 
hatred within the Paisley 
Labour Party that lay behind it, 


could come under the spotlight 
if the Crown Office in Edin- 
burgh decides to hold a fatal ac- 
cident inquiry into the MP's 
death. Contents of the suicide 
note might also be made pub- 
lic if such an inquiry were held. 

However FAls- similar to an 
inquest in England - are by no 
means automatic in Scotland 
and last night official sources 
were doubtful if one would be 
ordered. 

An investigation by Strath- 
clyde police concluded there 
were no suspicious circum- 
stances hehind the MPs suicide. 
The police sent a report to the 
Procurator Fiscal for Paisley, but 
it would be for his superiors at 
the Crown Office to decide 
whether further action should 
be taken. The police have re- 
ceived no request to pursue the 
case further or investigate 
claims of a poison-pen cam- 
paign against Mr McMaster. 

Fatal accident inquiries are 
normally ordered when the 
Crown Office consider issues of 


public interest are involved, such 
as the Dunblane shooting or ac- 
cidents on North Sea oil rigs. 

Meanwhile. Jack Cunning- 
ham. the Agriculture Minister, 
came under pressure to speed 
up a decision on the future use 
of pesticides which may hive 
played a pan in Mr McMaster’s 
decision to commit suicide. 

A former professional gar- 
dener. Mr McMaster believed 
he was suffering from the 
chronic fatigue syndrome ME 
and that it might have been 
caused by orga nophosphates 
which he used as a pesticide. 

Mr McMaster was a sup- 
porter of the All Party Group 
on Orgnnnphosphate Pesti- 
cides. Its leader, Paul Tyler, 
jvrole to Dr Cunningham call- 
ing for an urgent meeting on 
banning the chemicals. He said: 
I hope you will now agree that 
our meeting is all the more ur- 
gent. it only to ensure that our 
former colleague’s commitment 
lo help the victims of OP poi- 
soning is carried on." 




Redwood presses on with 
the Tory attack on Simon 


4 


Gobi Brawn 

Chief Political Correspondent 


hv q Q7 FOR EXAMPLE. CQNNECnON TO BTS ISON SMfMJP PACKAGE COSTS JUST 


John Redwood today will ignore 
the threats of libel action ty the 
Government and challenge 
ministers to come clean about 
the benefits that the trade min- 
ister. Lord Simon, will make on 
his £2m BP shares in a Jersey 
j trust. 

He will challenge the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade, 
Margaret Beckett, over her as- 
surances that Lord Simon 
would not benefit from having 
his shares in the trust. Mr Red- 
wood said the trade minister 
would benefit because the com- 
pany would gain from the 
arrangement. 

Stepping up his campaign 
over the alleged conflict of in- 
terest between Lord Simon’s 
shareholdings and his role as a 
trade minister. Mr Redwood 


also accused Mrs Beckett of 
misleading the Commons over 
her replies on Lord Simon's 
other non-BP shareholdings. 

Misleading the House is a 
sackable offence under the re- 
vised ministerial code of prac- 
tice issued by the Government. 
Mr Redwood accused Mrs 
Beckett of giving assurances on 
23 July that Lord Simon had 
transferred the Grand Met 
holdings worth an estimated 
£14,000 into a blind trust but 
his name was still on the share 
holding fast Friday. 

A spokesman for the De- 
partment of Trade and Indus- 
try rejected the charge, insisting 
that Lord Simon bad signed for 
the shares to be transferred into 
the blind trust, as Mrs Beckett 
had informed the House and 
there were delays in the proce- 
dure. 

Mr Redwood is determined 


to keep up the pressure on the 
Government, in spite of mis- 
givings among some senior Tory 
MPs and peers. One former 
Cabinet minister is upset at the 
style of the attack on Lord Si- 
mon, and there have been rum- 
blings of discontent in the 
House of Lords among Tory 
peers at the pursuit of Lord Si- 
mon, one of Britain's top busi- 
nessmen, by the Conservatives 
in the Commons. 

But "Wiliam Hague, the Tory 
leader, who led the attack in the 
House last Wednesday, is back- 
ing Mr Redwood and has or- 
dered the Tory ranks in the 
Commons and the Lords to fall 
into line. 

Lord Parkinson, chairman 
of the Conservative Party, also 
appeared uncomfortable when 
he joined in the attack on the 
former chairman of BP last 
week. Lord Paridnson denied he 


was joining a “witch hunt” 
against Lord Simon. 

■■ l- 1 ^ Simon said he had a 
thick skin- and wfll not resign, 

Ul the former chair man of BP 
ray feel Lhai in spite of the sup- 
port he is getting from Tbny 
D . : t-TUKism is making his 

Position untenable. 

n r Bercow - Toty MP for . 

Iast “ight wrote to 
Pfejer Sutherland, chairman of 
compensation committee at 
2- -2“ 1 ® sL,onin 8 Lord Simon's 

ebgibibty for fo* ^ sfaares . 
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However, I did not think 
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news 



tastic- Sunset on Mars, snapped by the Sojourner rover (below), carried to Mars a 

Has the Sun 
finally set on 
Sojourner’s 
roving trip 
around the 
Red Planet? 


month ago and which now faces the ultimate test as its battery runs down and it is buffeted by dust storms 


Photograph'* Popperfbto 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

it has survived four times longer than 
its designers expected, hut now things 
are really going in get tough for the 
Sojourner rover on Mars. After four 
weeks of working non-stop seven days 
a week, its badly depleted battery will 
now at times he recharged from solar 
power, and it will effectively have to 
shut down overnight. 

Though its controlling scientists 
are delighted with its work, and expect 
it could continue for a long time, in a 
few weeks the rover wifi face its tough- 
est test since arriving on 4 July. In au- 
tumn, huge dust storms, with winds that 
could exceed 160 km/h and which can 
last weeks or months, start. 

That will limit the scientific work the 
rover, about the size of a microwave 
oven, can do. But scientists at the Nasa 
US space agency have already said they 
arc satisfied with the mission, which be- 
gan when the Pathfinder crash-landed 
into a dried-up river valley near the 
Martian equator four weeks ago after 
an cighl-monlh journey. 

Matthew Golombek, one of the 



Pathfinder project scientists, said that 
so far the mission has achieved all its 
scheduled scientific and engineering 
goals. The team still plans for Sojourner 


to do spectroscopic examinations of a 
number of other rocks in the imme- 
diate vicinity of the lander. But last 
night the team at mission control in 


Pasadena were waiting to see whether 
a two-day rest, the first weekend off 
Sojourner has had, had succeeded in 
fuDy recharging its batteries. 

The dust-filled atmosphere and 
swings in temperature, which ranges 
from a high of -12C during the day to 
■ -76 C at ni ght, have made it more dif- 
ficult to keep the battery charged. 

Initially, Nasa had expected the So- 
joumePs batteries might survive for just 
a week before the charge-discharge cy- 
cle would become unsustainable. 

But h has kept going for much 
longer, performing spectrometer stud- 
ies to establish the composition of rods 
that the scientists have dubbed Shark, 
Half Dome and Wedge. 

The lander has been sending back 
increasingly high-quality pictures and 
data of the Martian sunnse and sun- 
set 

The spectacular images have come 
from a growing amount of data, with 
roughly 50 megabytes, equivalent to 
that stored on u early 40 Soppy disks, 
sent over the millions of mfles through 
space from the nearest planet 

The dawn images revealed pale 
pink sunrises and clouds floating over- 


head, with reddish tints caused by Mar- 
tian dust composed of oxidized iron 
- like rust - which is present in the at- 
mosphere. Frozen water-ice clouds are 
evident in the Martian sky during the 
early-morning hours, but evaporate 
once temperatures rise. 

“We expect late-night and early- 
morning clouds, but we expect those 
douds will bum off fairly rapidly with 
sunrise, giving way to a dusty Martian 
day,” said Robert Habcrle of Nasa. The 
sunset images showed a sky darkening 
to salmon-coloured hues. 

Although there has not been much 
variation in these weather conditions 
since Pathfinder arrived, they are ex- 
pected to begin changing in about a 
month, as the Martian autumn arrives, 
bringing the dust-storm season. 

One image which has intrigued ob- 
servers is that of a shiny object about 
1.200m from the lander. But salivat- 
ing ufologists were firmly put off by 
Michael Malm, a participating scien- 
tist. He said the object is about the 
same dimensions as Pathfinder . and is 
probably its discarded back-shell, 
which separated just before the space- 
craft landed. 


Tories attack Labour’s charade of spin 


Cofin Brawn 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Downing Street “spin doctors” 
were accused last night of leak- 
ing the MJ6 inquiry of Chris Pat- 
ten and the “reprieve” for the 
royal yacht Britannia as a 
smokescreen to cover for a 
series of blows to Labour's 
image, including Robin Cook's 
affair with his secretary. 

The Shadow Home Secre- 
tary, Sir Brian Mawhinney, ac- 
cused the Prime Minister’s 
press secretary, Alastair Camp- 
bell, and Peter Mandelson. the 
duty minister during the holiday 
period, of manipulating the 
press to stop the shme being tak- 
en off celebrations for Labour’s 
first 100 days in office. 

Sir Brian, the former Tory 
party chairman, alleged that 
the Downing Street information 
machine used press briefings 
about Britannia and the M16 
inquiry to take attention away 
from the series of blows to 
Labour’s image. 

He claimed that Downing 
Street feared the weekend 
newspapers would be domi- 
nated by the break-up of the 
Fbreign Secretary’s marriage, 
and that it would be damaging 
for the Government coining 
on top of the alterations against 
Labour figures in a suicide note 
by the Scottish MP Gordon 
McMaster, and the party’s de- 
feat in the Uxbridge by-election. 

Dow ning Street was aware 
last week that details of Mr 
Cook’s relationship with his 
secretary were about to break 
in the press -on Sunday. Sir 
Brian said they used the brief- 
ings to stop the public coming 


to terms with the tarnished im- 
age of Labour in office. 

“Robin Cook has been in the 
news this weekend and it is 
understandable they would 
want to deflect attention away 
from Mr Cook’s private activi- 
ties. That is the same Mr Cook 
who has been lecturing us on 
high ethical standards from this 
Labour government - wc now 
know what new Labour ethics 
are starting to amount to,” Sir 
Brian said on BBC radio. 

“I think there is media ma- 
nipulation going on precisely to 
deflect attention away from the 
Uxbridge by-election defeat, 
from the difficulties in the pri- 
vate lives of ministers, and the 
problems of Lord Simon, and 
the suspension of the Labour 
Party in Doncaster. All of these 



Finn #ip: Peter 
Mandelson (left) and 
Alastair Campbell are 
accused of using press 
briefings to deflect 
attention from dents 
to Labour’s image 


are stories which had they been 
related to the Conservative 
Party a few months ago would 
have been splashed from the top 
of the news to the bottom of the 
news, day in and day out." 

Mr Mandelson, Minister 
Without Portfolio, is due to host 



a press conference on Friday 
with John Prescott, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, at Labour’s 
Milibank campaign headquar- 
ters, and the Tbries believe 
Downing Street feared it would 
be tarnished. 

Defence ministers had no 


knowledge of the so-called “re- 
prieve" for the royal yacht un- 
til they read it in the Sunday 
newspapers. They were dis- 
mayed by reports of a plan to 
cany out a £50m rent and 
feared they were being 
“bounced” into the decision 


and, as reported exclusively in 
yesterday’s Independent , angri- 
ly denied that any decision had 
been taken. 

Downing Street yesterday 
confirmed that the refit was 


mere! 


:rely one of the options, al- 
though Mr Mandelson had ap- 


peared on Sunday to give it his 
backing. 

In a further unusual devel- 
opment Dowiing Street yes- 
terday also said police had not 
been called into uje inquiry into 
the allegations surrounding Mr 
Patten, leaving the threat of 
prosecution of the former Gov- 
ernor of Hong Kong, as re- 
ported in Sunday newspapers, 
looking overstated. 

The Sunday newspapers 
were briefed that M36 was in- 
vestigating a possible breach of 
the Official Secrets Act involv- 
ing Mr Patten. The Foreign Of- 
fice refused to comment, but 
Downing Street sources freely 
confirmed the reports were 
true and Mr Mandelson con- 
firmed the existence of an MI6 
inquiry on BBC radio. 


Cook’s estranged wife puts on brave face 


Kim Sengupta 


Media fascination with the ex- 
tra-marital affair of Robin 
Cook, the Foreign Secretary, 
showed no signs of fading yes- 
terday as sympathy grew for his 
estranged wife. 

Dr Margaret Cook broke 
her silence over her husband’s 
liaison with his Commons sec- 
retary, Gaynor Regan, by re- 
fusing to be bitter in public and 
stressing that be was a good MP 
and minister. 

In a brief statement she said: 
“Whatever my husband’s pri- 
vate life may have been, he has 
always been a very good Mem- 
ber of Parliament and is a very 


good Foreign Secretary. These 
are the only matters of concern 
to the general public." 

But friends and neighbours 
say Dr Cook, a consultant 
faaematologjst, is “devastated” 
after two attempts in the past 
year to persuade heT husband 
to repair the damaged marriage. 

It was revealed that Mr Cook 
had planned a riding holiday 
with his wife in the US state of 
Montana which he only can- 
celled because of the impend- 
ing exposure of his affair. 

A friend of Dr Cook said: 
“Let’s face it, he only told her 
the marriage was over last Fri- 
day, when he knew the story was 
about to break. Until then, he 


was preparing to go on holiday 
with her. He was going to fly out 
on Saturday. She feels publicly 
humiliated." 

Dr Cook, 50, first found out 
about the affair last summer, 
said friends. She pleaded with 
her husband to end it and try to 
salvage the marriage. 

The couple agreed to “work 
things out". But at Christmas 
he returned borne and admit- 
ted he was still continuing with 
the affair. 

Even then, friends claim. Dr 
Cook asked him to try again, 
and he agreed. Thinkingshe had 
not been with him enough in his 
professional life, she went with 
him to Hong Kong for the han- 


dover. But last Friday, Mr Cook 
told her that the News of die 
World was preparing to publish 
the story of his affair, and the 


marriage was over. 


It also emerged yesterday 
that Mr Cook and Ms Regan, 
who is divorced, went to extra- 
ordinary lengths to avoid de- 
tection. According to reports, 
she would go into the flat that 
she shared with Mr Cook in 
Pimlico, south-west London, 
and apparently sit in darkness, 
sometimes for hours, to make 
it appear unoccupied, until he 
amved 

In the morning, carrying a 
black binbag as though be was 
putting out the rubbish, Mr 


Cook would feed the parking 
meter beside Ms Regan’s Re- 
nault Qio. He even, it is alleged, 
took counter-surveillance mea- 
sures to ensure his Special 
Branch bodyguards did not ran 
into her. 

Having spent the week with 
his secretary. Mr Cook would 
return to the family home at 
weekends. In the past, Dr Cook 
described her husband as a ro- 
mantic who bought her choco- 
lates and flowers. She added: 
“Not marry men do, I gather, I 
should be very grateful He 
also buys me gorgeous under- 
wear and nightdresses." 

Tony Blair has expressed his 
sadness at the “personal 


tragedy” of the marriage split, 
but party spokesmen have 
stressed that unlike John Ma- 
jor, new Labour has never made 
a big issue of “family values” or 
attempted to campaign on a 
“back to basics” platform. 

One of Labour's female MP5 
said: “There is a lot of sympa- 
thy for Robin Cook’s wife and 
a feeling be has treated her 
rather badly. This has appar- 
ently been going on for at least 
a year, and what came out 
shows they [Mr Cook and Ms 
Regan] made a lot efforts to 
hide their affair. 

“As a woman, I feel quite 
strongly about this and I know 
so do some of iny colleagues”. 


The briefing was seen by the 
Tories as confirmation of the 
way the party machine has 
taken over No 10 press office 
since Mr Mandelson and Mr 
Campbell arrived. They have 
merged the briefings on gov- 
ernment and party business, 
and are keeping a check on the 
other press offices around 
Whitehall. It has coincided with 
the departure of at least three 
chief press officers, which some 
civil servants see as further ev- 
idence of Downing Street tak- 
ing a grip of the government 
information machine around 
Whitehall. 

The first to go was Jill Rut- 
ter, who left the Treasury last 
week after dashes with the spe- 
cial political advisers to the 
Chancellor, complaining it was 
like Princess Diana, with “three 
in a marriage". Andy Wood, 
chief press officer at the North- 
ern Ireland Office for 14 years, 
stepped down and went on 
leave last Thursday. 

It was also announced that 
Liz Drummond, chief press of- 
ficer at the Scottish Office, is 
leaving next month, when the 
party and government machin es 
will be campaigning for a “yes" 
vote in the referendums in 
Scotland and Wkles. 

The press officers are said to 
have gone amicably but civil ser- 
vants have described it as 
being like “a night of the long 
knives". Downing Street under 
John Major was forbidden to 
brief on party business. His 
last press secretary, Jonathan 
Haslam, a career civil servant, 
was moved after the election to 
the Department of Education 
and Employment as director of 
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Bumbling beekeepers 
breeding mite plague 


Nicholas Schoott 

Environment Correspondent 

“And is there honey still for 
tea?” Perhaps not, in a few 
years- because many of 
Britain's beekeepers are 
failing to take a lethal 
parasite seriously. 

Yesterday the largest 
organisation representing the 
nation's apiarists launched a 
stin gin g attack, saying there 
were far too many elderly, 

over-individualistic and out- 
of-touch beekeepers letting 
the varroa run rue. 

AJan Johnson, chairman of 
the British Beekeepers' 
Association, launching the 
first National Varroa Week 
yesterday, said: “Either they 
should join us and treat this 
threat seriously, or get out of 
beekeeping.” 

The disease arrived in 
Britain in 1992, having 
already spread through 
Europe. First diagnosed in 
Devon, it has moved 
northwards through England 


and Mies and is now at the 
Scottish border. The parasite 
is a mite, a pin-head sized, 
ovoid creature with stubby 
legs related to spiders and 
scorpions. It sucks body fluids 
from the developing grubs, 
leaving the adults to become 
weakened and spreading viral 
diseases between bees. 

Even the hive at London 
Zoo in Regent’s Park, where 
the awareness week was 
launched yesterday, has the 
parasite - but it has been 
treated and is under control 

Once the mite builds up a 
large population it can wipe 
out a hive. The surviving 
adults then abandon ship and 
fly off carrying mites which 
can infect other colonies. 

More than honey is at 
stake, since both wild and 
kept honeybees are among 
the most important 
pollinators of crops and 
wildfiowers. 

Mr Johnson said that when 
the disease was raging 
through Hampshire around 


18 months ago nearly three- 
quarters of all colonies were 
lost Local growers of 
strawberries, raspberries and 
apples and pears noticed a 
distinct decline in their crop. 

Only cue an li -varroa 
veterinary product is licensed 
by the government for use in 
Britain. Not surprisingly its 
manufacturer, Bayer, was 
keen to promote the 
awareness week yesterday. 

The treatment consists of 
plastic strips impregnated 
with a pesticide hung in the 
hive which wipes out the mite 
but not the bee. The 
association wants its members 
to use the product, strictly 
according to instructions, in - 
order to minimise the 
parasite’s spread. 

But most of the nation's 
35,000 beekeepers, who 
mostly do it as a hobby, do 
not belong and many are 
elderly. In Britain 4,000 bee- 
keepers have notified the 
government of infection so 
far. 



The A pin-head sized mite with stubby legs is 
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Poverty 
blamed 
for ethnic 
ill health 


Glenda Cooper 

So da! Affairs Correspondent 

People from ethnic minorities 
who live in poverty have the 
worst health in Britain, ac- 
cording to research. Pakistanis 
and Bangladeshis are 50 per 
cent more likely to suffer 
fll-healtb than whites, while 
Caribbeans are 30 per cent 
more likely to be in poor health. 

In the past, differences in 
health have been attributed to 
biological or cultural factors, but 
the)’ are in fact linked to socio- 
economic status, says the Poli- 
cy Studies Institute. 

’ The PSI research, which 
looked at 8.000 people, shows 
that Pakistanis and Bangla- 
deshis are in poorest health and 
at greatest risk of heart disease 
and diabetes. Caribbeans have 
the next poorest health and 
highest rates of hypertension 
and respiratory problems. 

In comparison, Indians. 
African Asians and Chinese 
who are closest to whites in 
income are equally healthy. 

In June, the Government 
announced that the former 
chief medical officer. Sir Don- 
ald Acheson, was to conduct an 
inquiry into why poor people die 
sooner than the rich, as part of 
a drive to highlight the impact 
of soda! issues on health. 

The PSI found that while 
1 1 per cent of whites reported 
lacking one or more basic bous- 
ing amenities, 38 per cent of 
Pakistanis and Bangladeshis 


said the same. And while whites 
were unemployed on average for 
seven months, Caribbeans ex- 
perienced 21 months and Pak- 
istanis and Bangladeshis 24. 

Looking at standards of liv- 
ing, which included over- 
crowded accommodation, less 
than four consumer durables 
such as telephone, fridge, freez- 
er and washing machine, half of 
all Pakistanis and Bangladeshis 
had a poor standard of living 
compared to only 8 per cent of 
whites and 14 per cent of Indi- 
ans. Only 9 per cent of Pak- 
istanis and Bangladeshis had a 
good standard of living com- 
pared to 34 per cent of Indians 
and 43 per cent of whites. 

Almost 40 per cent of Pak- 
istanis, Bangladeshis and Carib- 
beans reported that they had 
poor general health while this 
was the case for only a quarter 
of the more affluent ethnic 
groups. 

One in five of the poor eth- 
nic groups said their ability to 
perform physical tasks -sudi as 
climbing a flight of stairs- was 
limited by their health. 

“Poor health is associated 
with poverty,” said James 
Nazroo, author of the research. 
“Some ethnic groups are among 
the poorest people In Britain 
and they also have the worst 
health. They also appear lobe 
receiving poorer quality health 
care than whites ” 

□ The Health of Britain’s Eth- 
nic Minorities'. ; Grantham Books 
-01476 541080; £14.95 


DAILY POEM 


Rain 


By Edward Thomas 

Rain, midnight ruin, nothing but die wild rain \ 

On this bleak hut, and solitude, and me 

Remembering again that / shall die 

And neither near the rain nor give it thanks 

For washing me cleaner than / have been 

Since I was bom into this solitude. 

Blessed are the dead that the rain rains upon : 

Bui here I pray that none whom once 1 loved 
Is dying tonight or lying still awake 
Solitary, listening to the min. 

Either in pain or thus in sympathy 

Helpless among the living and the dead, ' ■ 

Like a cold water among broken reeds, 

Myriads of broken reeds all still and stiff. 

Like me who hai-e no love which this wild rain 
Has not dissolved except die love of death, 

If love it be towards what is perfect and 
Cannot, the tempest tells me, disappoint. 

The Fust World War broke out on 4 August 1914. -Edward 
Thomas, until then a critic, biographer and nature-writer, had 
only started to write the poetry for which he is now remem- 
bered in that year. He was killed at the Battle of Arras in 1917. . 
“Rain” appears in Kenneth Baker’s wide-ranging Faber Book 
of War Poetry (Faber & Faber, £20). 


NO CLAIM? YOU GAIN. 


THE DRIVE OF YOUR LIFE 


Call NOW 

0800 77 99 55 
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A plastic sheet, and we can read 


Lucy Ward 

reports on a 
discovery that 
colour helps 
children learn 


SrKSrfiSSTss 

i "&^cMS U ^ l,C,r read ' 

exMrimf? VC u ry ' m:Kte duri ng 
r £ 22?? b ? to* Medical 

irffs^SiSSSESfe 

ficubiesiuii^ihe sheets. 

f^nologisis from the coun- 
*3!^ Psychology unit in 
“adc the latest 
breakthrough after testing chil- 

^dX£ir ls in Camhridsu 

.In 15 Norfolk schools, ah ihc 
eight-year-olds were asked to 
choose from a selection of tint- 
ed plastic sheets, known as over- 
lays, to see which, if any, made 
reading clearer and easier. They 
were then timed as they read a 
senes of random worife on a 
primed card, both with and 
without the overlays. If they 
wished, they were permitted to 
* e f£? be sheets - found to make 
a difference by more Lhan half 
“^ children - and use them 
while reading in school. 

Identical tests given to pupils 
at the start of the experiment 
last autumn and in June re- 
vealed that around one- fifth 
were able to read more quick- 
ly with the overlay than without. 
Meanwhile, those in a control 
group who had seemed to need 
overlays but had been denied 
them showed a deterioration in 
their reading rate. Those who 
had straggled most with read- 
ing were more likely to choose 
an overlay to help. * 

The project, headed by 
Arnold Wilkins of the Cam- 



bridge applied psychology unit, 
was Jed m Norfolk bv Davi 


Visual aid: Children found that putting tinted sheets over their books helped to keep words still on the page, and enabled them to read faster 


Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


David 

Pointon, head of the country's 
sensory support service. The re- 
sults had been “dramatic” Mr 
Pointon said. 


Norfolk already leads the 


field among local education 
authorities in using overlays to 


help children who are experi- 
encing some reading difficulties. 
Research carried out in New 
Zealand and the United States 
prompted the authority six yeare 
ago to explore the potential of 
the coloured sheets. “Children 
were coming to us and saying 


letters moved or jiggled and of 
course, in common with lots of 
other people, we were saying 
•Are you sure?’,” Mr Pointon 
said. “But then we began to hear 
more about this research and 
became less sceptical about it.” 
Children with a condition 


known as “visual perception dif- 
ficulty” see letters appear to 
move and create stripes and pat- 
terns rather than dear text. 
One boy referred to Mr Pointon 
described what he saw as “the 


letters gening up and running 
round the page". 


In Norfolk, pupils suffering 
serious problems have been 
given overlays to use over their 
schoolbooks. If they continue to 
rely on the sheets, they are sent 
to an optician to be prescribed 
glasses with tinted lenses. 

Researchers arc also exam- 


ining the role of coloured plas- 
tic sheets in tackling migraines. 
Brace Evans, of the Institute of 
Optometry in London, said: 
“Some people get migraines 
when light is a trigger and they 
may also be helped by coloured 
filters, perhaps in glasses.” 


He added: “The weird thing 
about this is different people 
need different colours and 
sometimes the colour a person 
needs can be quite specific. 
They may need a blue filter but 
if it’s light blue instead of dark 
it won’t help them.” 


Head of failing school signs up as inspector 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 


The headteacher of a Cam- 
bridge primary school which 
was found to be failing despite 
educating the children of uni- 
versity academics is to inspect 
other schools after stepping 
down from his post- 

Martin Lown, who leaves 
Newnham Croft Primary at the 
end of this month after 10 years 
at the school, passed a training 
course run by the inspection 


agency Ofeted and will join 
teams inspecting primary 
schools next term. 

Parents at Newnham Croft, 
who include a number of Cam- 
bridge University tutors and 
lecturers, were shocked when a 
highly critical Ofeted inspection 
report published in March found 
that the school was failing to pro- 
vide its pupDs with an acceptable 
standard of education. 

Although pupils were often 
matching national expectations 
for their age group, their work 


in class was not reflecting their 
full capabilities, inspectors 
found. Although reception class- 
es gave children a good start, the 
atmosphere in classrooms high- 
er up the school did not enable 
pupils to learn properly. 

In infant classes, no work at all 
was of a high standard, inspec- 
tors found. They wrote in their 
report “Hardly any work is in 
line with the expected standard 
for their age. although pupils’ talk 
indicated that they are articulate 
and quick on the uptake. Writ- 


ing and number work is careless 
and meagre in quality.” 

Inspectors recommended that 
the school should improve cur- 
riculum planning to ensure all 
subjects were covered and set out 
dear goals for each lesson. Some 
parents had accused the school 
of refusing to listen to their com- 
plaints that their children were 
progressing too slowly. 

As a team inspector, who 
joined the Ofeted register three 
years ago. Mr Lown has signed 
signed up with agencies who bid 


for contracts from Ofeted to in- 
spect primary schools. 

Tb be accepted as a team in- 
spector, teachers or heads have 
to demonstrate that they have 
sufficient experience of their 
subject area or of management 
of schools, and must provide ref- 
erences. If considered suitably 
qualified, they must undergo 
five days of training spread oul 
over up to eight weeks - a 
process described as rigorous by 
Ofeted. 

Mr Lown said that Newnham 


Croft had been through a num- 
ber of “crises and difficulties, 
most of which were beyond my 
control". He had told inspection 
agencies of the situation and all 
had told him they were happy 
to accept him, he said. Only the 
agency which bad seat the team 
to his own school had declined 
to add hfe name to its books, “by 
mutual agreement”. 

Since the Newnham Croft in- 
spection. the Chief Inspector of 
Schools, Chris Woodhead. has 
continued to stress OfetetTs fo- 


cus on leaching quality and 
particularly on standards in nu- 
meracy and literacy. 

However, Mr Woodhead ac- 
knowledged last week at a 
teachers' conference that the 
service needed to remedy some 
weaknesses among team in- 
spectors. Some needed more 
training to ensure that they 
were qualified to inspect a va- 
riety of subjects, while others 
had been “inhumane” in deny- 
ing teachers feedback after 
classroom observation. 


Courses 

target 

‘second 

career’ 

teachers 


Adults in search of a second ca- 
reer are being invited to try their 
hand at teaching during three- 
day government-funded “taster 

courses” aimed at combating; a 
classroom recruitment crisis, 
writes Lucy Ward. 

Potential teachers of five 
subjects faring a serious staff 
shortage spend a day in school 
and two days with tutors learn- 
ing more about the profession. 

In the classroom, they may 
take the register, observe lessons 
or may be offered the chance to 
teach briefly under supervision. 

The scheme, run by London 
University’s Institute of Edu- 
cation, comes shortly after the 
Government announced pro- 
posals for “fast-track" teacher 
training, in which would-bc 
teachers with some classroom 
experience can qualify for the 
profession in three months. 

TTiat initiative, prompted Ity 
the severe shortfall in some cur- 
riculum subjects, was greeted 
warily by teaching union lead- 
ers, who suggested the current 
year-long postgraduate course 
was most appropriate for 
teacher training. 

The subjects covered by the 
mster courses, which are backed 
by the Teacher Training Agency, 
are physics and broad science, 
maths, modern foreign lan- 
guages, religious education and 
design and technology. 

Candidates applying will take 
the courses during October and 
November, and will spend a day 
in the classroom in one of 170 
partner secondary schools ap- 
proved tty the Institute. 

They wfll also learn about re- 
cent changes in education, in- 
cluding qualifications and the 
national curriculum, and study 
other aspects of a teaching ca- 
reer, such as pastoral work. 

Surveys for the TIA revealed 
a need “to attract more high 
quality entrants to the teaching 
profession”. 

Reports by the schools in- 
spection agency Ofeted have 
highlighted the need for spe- 
cialist teachers in RE, and new 
developments in the subject 
have increased demand." 

Design and technology, also 
a shortage subject, would ben- 
efit from having qualified peo- 
ple with industrial experience to 
teach at GCSE level, the TEA 
believes. 

Carol Macaslrill, head of the 
institute's initial teacher edu- 
cation section, said the courses 
might appeal to adults seeking 
a new career after being made 
redundant. 

“Downsizing in the City and 
in industry may mean people are 
looking for a second career,” she 
said. “We are spreading aware- 
ness of the possibilities, and try- 
ing to give an idea of the pos- 
sibilities of teaching.” 


Stricter rules for treasure 


hunters offer silver lining 


Kim Sengupta 


Arts minister Mark Fisberyes- 
terday unveiled new guidelines 
to codify treasure hunting for 
the first time in 750 years. 

Until now the rales of trea- 
sure bunting have been based 
on common law practices. The 
new code lays down a series of 
penalties for those who try to 
keep their find a secret 

Under the Treasure Act 
Code of Practice, anyone who 
fails to disclose their bounty 
within 14 days faces a maximum 
sentence of three months im- 
prisonment and a £5,000 fine. 

The measures, introduced 
by the Department of Culture, 


Media and Sport, are intended 
to safeguard treasures for the 
nation. The Crown now only has 
a claim to unearthed antiquities 
if it can prove they are made 
“substantially of gold or silver” , 
if they are deliberately hidden, 
or if the owner is not known. 

The reforms, which come 
into effect on 24 September, 
widen the definition of treasure 
by removing the need to estab- 
lish that it was hidden with the 
intention of recovery. The clas- 
sification of items which can be 
considered as treasures is also 
expanded to include coins more 
than 300 years old found in 
hoards; other objects with at 
least 10 per cent gold or silver 


content; objects found in ar- 
chaeological association with 
the above; plus any object cov- 
ered by previous definitions. 

A comprehensive system of 
rewards is also being intro- 
duced. Owners of land con- 
taining treasure would have to 
be informed of the find, and 
would become eligible for cash 
awards. Finders who inform 
landowners of their searching 
would also receive rewards, but 
those who fail to do so, or who 
trespass, could find the amount 
reduced or withheld. 

The Government expects the 
new act will increase its num- 
ber of treasure hauls from 
around 25 a year to 200. 



Mark Fisher: Good practices 


Mr Fisher said yesterday: 
“The Government is fully com- 
mitted to seizing this opportu- 
nity to educate people on the 
good practices they mould adopt 
when they find objects which 
might be declared treasures." 


Hospital closures unlawful 


A cash-strapped health au- 
thority's decision temporarily to 
close in-patient services at two 
West Country cottage hospitals 
to save money was ruled un- 
lawful and blocked by the High 
Court yesterday. 

In what is being seen as a test 
case which could affect other 
health authorities, a judge ruled 
that North and East Devon 
Health Authority “erred in law" 
in falling to appreciate at an ear- 
ly stage that the closure pro- 
posals had triggered a duty to 
consult the public. 

The judge said the duty arose 
last April, when h was dear that 
the threatened closures of 
Wusford and Lynton hospitals 
was under consideration. 

HEalthchiefedkinotfbiiiially 
decide to go ahead with the clo- 


sures until June and then said 
that there would be no formal 
consultations with the commu- 
nity health council, or the pub- 
lic, because the cuts had to be 
made as an emergency measure 
to save £215,000. 

Mr Justice Moses said this 
was an error which “tainted” the 
closure decisions. There could 
be little doubt that by June the 
need to make savings “to bal- 
ance the books" was urgent, as 
earlier estimates of the health 
authority’s deficit had been 
“too optimistic”. The amount 
had risen to £7..7.m. 

Philip Engelman, for the 
health authority, had argued 
that the decision to dispense 
with consultation could not be 
impugned as “irrational” and 
unlawful because of the urgent 


need to make cuts. Disagreeing, 
the judge said the 1996 Com- 
munity Health Council regula- 
tions “were dearly aimed at 
achieving sufficient time for 
proper consultation". 

If a health authority “could 
allow time to pass to the point 
where matters were so urgent 
that there was no time left for 
consultation” it would serious- 
ly undermine the purpose of the 
specific regulation which al- 
lowed them to avoid consulta- 
tion in emergency situations. 

“It would permit a health au- 
thority, taking the view there 
was only one practicable solu- 
tion, to pre-empt the result of 
proper consultation," said the 
judge, adding that “consultation 
has been given a low priority by 
health authorities recently". 


The ruling was a victoiy fc 
local residents dependent on ih 
two hospitals who brought th 
successful High Court cha! 
tenge, unofficially estimated t 
have cost the health authorit 
£L5,000-£20,000. 

They included Andrea Bayti 
from Cardin gh am, near Bcxi 
min, who was opposing on be 
half of her mother, Greta, 
decision of North and East De 
von HA to instruct Norther 
Devon Healthcare NHS This 
to close temporarily in-pa tie n 
services at Winsford Hospital b 
15 August at the latest. 

The health authority face 
having to go through a six 
week consultation period ove 
the proposed closures unless thi 
ruling is overturned as the judg 
granted leave to appeal. 
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IBUPROFEN 


Advanced 
medicine for pain 


Nothing is proven 
to work better for 
headaches. 
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% THE INDEPENDENT 


WIN a set of Modern Classics 

and a SANYO Actionc3m Point and Shoot Palmcorder 



Modem Classics is the essential col- 
lection tor any film butt to add to 
their library, films which have been 
selected lor their pioneering acting, 
technical craft and scriptwriting. 


With each video is the original the- 
atrical trailer and Informative film 
guide including cast details and full 
synopsis. 


This collection includes Raging 
Bull, 2001 A Space Odyssey, The 
Defiant Ones, In the Heat of the 
Night, Midnight Cowboy, Ryan's 
Daughter, Get Carter, Last Tango in 
Paris, Annie Hall, Manhattan, 
Ralnman and Thelma and Louise. 


To enter this MGM Modem Classics 
competition simply dial the number 
below, answer the following ques- 
tion on line leaving your name and 
full address : 


Which famous actor played in both 
Midnight Cowboy and Ralnman? 


We have a full set of twelve videos 
and a SANYO Aefioneam Point and 
Shoot Palmcorder to wbi. 


Call 0930 525 737 


Calls cost 50p po minute at all Bmes, Winner peted al random ate tmes close 
9th Angst 1997. Uaal Newspaper Fu&tehng rate apply. Etfigfs deeswn b final 
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Russia offered nought for its comfort 




Yeltsin’s new 
roubles look 
suspiciously like 
the old ones, 
less a few zeros 


Helen Womack 

Moscow 


Success in the fight against inflation 
had made possible a reform which 
would relieve Russians of the need 
to carry wads of roubles to make the 
simplest purchases. President Boris 
Yeltsin said yesterday. 

Showing he had learnt from past 
mistakes, when such reforms caused 
panic and amounted to a confisca- 
tion of savings, he gave five months' 
notice of the change and said That 
even after new’ rouble notes were in- 
troduced on 1 January the old ones 
would be valid until 2002. 

“Today we reliably control mon- 
ey circulation and control inflation,'* 
he said in an address to the nation 
us he ended his summer holiday and 
prepared to resume work in Moscow 
today. "The prices of basic goods are 
practically stable. That is why we 
made the decision to conduct the 
money reform." Thanks to a tight 
budgetary policy on which reform- 
ers have insisted and in spite of howls 
of protest from the Communist op- 
position. Russia has seen a miracle 
over inflation, which rocketed when 
prices were first freed in 1992 until 
19%. when it fell to 22 per cenL This 
year it is 12 per cent. 

Under the reform, one new rou- 
ble will be worth 1.000 old ones. Un- 
til the end of 1998 shoppers can still 
use old notes, simply knocking off 
three noughts. For another three full 
vears after that the old notes will be 
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Cashing in: An old note, to be replaced gradually by 2002, to avert a repeat of the panic which often attended monetary reform in the past Photograph: Reuters 


accepted for exchange by the banks. 

“Nobody will lose anything as a re- 
sult of this reform.” Mr Yeltsin said. 
“Nobody’s interests will be harmed. 
This reform will not be a confisca- 
tion." Russians have not forgotten 
the summer of 1993, when the gov- 
ernment announced it was with- 
drawing certain denominations of the 
rouble and gave the population only 
a few days to change their money. 
Pensioners had heart attacks in the 


huge queues which built up outside 
banks and many, unable to make the 
transaction in dine, lost their life's 
savings. 

This time the more competent 
hands of Anatoly Chubafe ana Boris 
Nemtsov, the new reformers now sur- 
rounding Mr Yeltsin, are evident. 
u We will gradually replace the old 
money with new," said the President. 
“The standard unit will be one rou- 
ble. It will be easier, more familiar, 


without all the extra zeros. New ze- 
ros will never again appear on our 
banknotes." 

Geoff Winestock, editor of the 
Moscow Times and an expert on the 
economy, said the reform was large- 
ly cosmetic, designed to make Rus- 
sians feel they had a real currency 
instead of Monopoly money. At 
present, they must carry a sackful of 
cash just to buy bread at ZfiOO rou- 
bles a loaf or vodka at 18,000; the 


rouble has limited convertibility at 
a rate of 5,800 to one US dollar. 

“Eveiything depends on how the 
government runs the economy from 
now on," said Mr Winestock. “After 
what Mr Yeltsin has said, it will be 
very embarrassing for them to have 
to add more zeros to the rouble, so 
in a sense this is a bit more than a 
public-relations exercise. It is a way 
of forcing themselves to be honesL" 

Overall, the economy is still not 


healthy. The pension backlog has 
been cleared but the government is 
having to auction state property to 
meet obligations to the arm}’ and the 
massed ranks of unpaid doctors, 
teachers and other public workers. 
Compared with Soviet times. Russ- 
ian shops are bursting with goods to 
satisfv the consumer but they are 
mainly imports. Domestic industry 
is on its knees and unemployment 
is far hisher than statistics show. 


Money madness 


The Russian government is 
by no means the first to fry 
the trick of knock ingo ffa few 
zeroes, writes Margaret 
Rogerson. Brazil, Argentina, 
Yugoslavia and many others 
confronted with hyperinflation 
have tried the same tactic, 
in an effort to curb irritation, 

! the Reichsbank in Wtimar 
Germany issued a new mark 
- each one worth a trillion old 
; marks -to save Germans 
from taking a wheelbarrow of 
money to the shops: in No- 
vember 1923 a loaf of bread 
cost over 200 billion marks; a 
construction worker was paid 
3 trillion marks a day. 

The world’s worst inflation 
occurred in Hungary in 1946 
i when the 1931 gold pen go 
was valued at 130 million tril- 
lion paper pengos. Notes 
were issued for “egymiUiard 
billion” - 10 with 21 noughts 
after it - on 3 June and with- 
drawn on 11 July. 



significant shorts 


EU raises stakes in row 
over Bosnian integration 

Britain and its main European partners stepped up 
pressure for a real peace in Bosnia by suspending contacts 
w-jUi Bosnian embassies, because of the failure of the 
Muslira-Serb-Croat presidency in Sarajevo to appoint new 
ambassadors to their capitals. A week after visiting Bosnia 
to deliver a scolding for slow progress on the Dayton 
accords. Robin Cook, the Foreign Secretary, said he was 
suspending contact with Mugdim Pasict, the Bosnian 
charge d'affaires in London. He is also refusing to 
approve a new ambassador, because it has not been 
cleared by the joint presidency by the 1 August deadline 
set by Nato foreign ministers in May. Similar steps are 
being taken by France and Germany. The ministers have 
set deadlines for new laws on citizenship and passports by 
15 August, rc-cstablishment of a joint civil-aviation 
authority by 21 August, and a common flag by 
1 September. Rupert Cornwell - London 

India mystifies UK university 

A British university’ said it was surprised to learn an 
Indian court had ordered it to stop awarding degrees in 
India - something it has never done. “It's a very strange 
legal system that cun grant an injunction against 
somebody about something they're not doing," said 
Vanessa Bridge, spokeswoman for (he University of 
Leeds. Its name cropped up in a temporary court order in 
Madras seeking to slop foreign schools holding classes, 
collecting fees or operating in India. AP - London 

SA hit-men granted amnesty 

A former South African police hit-squad leader was 
granted amnesty from prosecution for the murder of an 
anti-apartheid lawyer. Dirk CoeLzee and two accomplices. 
David Tshikalanga’ and Almond Nofomela. were 
amnestied by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
for the sLabbing of the lawyer Griffiths Mxenge in 19S1. 
The commission said they had acted on orders of senior 
officers. Reuters- Johannesburg 

German flood bombshell 

German soldiers reinforcing dikes along the Oder river 
had to remove four Second World War bomtas. The find 
halted construction of a levee behind the weakened main 
dike at Reitwcin. AP - Frankfurt an der Oder 

Oldest person, 122, dies 

Jeanne Calment. who credited olive oil and port for 
making her the world's oldest person, died aged 122 in 
Arles. Though blind, nearly deaf and in a wheelchair, she 
remained spirited and mentally sharp to the end. On her 
1 21 st birthday she released a CD, Time's Mistress, 
on which she reminisced lo rap. AP - Arles 

Obituary, page 10 


French feel strain of colonial legacy , 


Military 
presence 
reduced in 
Africa 


Paris — The French govern- 
ment confirmed yesterday 
that it intended to reduce 
and rationalise its military 
presence in Africa, writes John 
Lichfield. 

Alain Richard, the minister 
of defence, returning from a 
three-nation African tour, said 
the permanent French com- 
mitment would be reduced from 
seven bases to five and from 
8,100 men to M00. 

The previous centre-right 
government had been consid- 
ering a similar retrenchment, 
partly for financial reasons but 
also as part of a less interven- 
tionist approach to the politics 
of its farmer colonies. 

There has been speculation 
that the new Socialist-led 
government wanted to go 
further and faster, provoking 
arguments with President 
Jacques Chirac. Bat Mr 
Richard told the newspaper 
Liberation yesterday that the 
changes had the “fall agree- 



John Lichfield 

Paris 


After 21 years of independence, 
the tiny Indian Ocean island of 
Anjouan. has had enough. It 
wants, once again, to be pan of 
France and. especially, part of 
the French welfare sisiem. 


More than 7,000 people 
apitalat 

the weekend aiming the tri- 


al arched through the caf 


ment” of the President 
He said the intention was to 
increase the mobility of the 
French troops available far 
African operations, allowing 
France to “do the same with 
less". The five main bases 
would be in Senegal, Gabon, 
Chad, Ivory Coast and in Dji- 
bouti (partly covering the Mid- 
dle East!- Bases in Cameroon 
and Central Africa would dose, 
but a small contingent could 
remain at the airport at 
Bangui, the Central African 
capital, to maintain a bridge- 
head for possible fatnre French 


operations. Although this is 
far from a complete abandon- 
ment of France’s political and 
military role in Africa, it does 
reflect a new approach and a 
recognition of new realities. 

Mr Richard hinted, without 
stating directly; that previous 
French polity had been based 
on a willingness to take sides 
in internal political quarrels. 

In fatnre, he said, the inten- 
tion would be to come to the aid 
of threatened French citizens, 
to help to “stabilize" Africa but 
not to “arbitrate between rival 
forces". 


colour and a portrait of Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac. .After 
throwing a few stones at the 
gendarmerie headquarters, 
their leaders declared inde- 
pendence from the Comoros 
group and begged Paris to "hear 
their cries of distress". 

The Comoros government 
dismissed their pleas: but so did 
France- Paris maintains excel- 
lent relations with most of its 
former colonies and does not 
want to encourage the disinte- 
gration of former colonial 
boundaries. It is unlikely to 
want to take over responsibili- 
ty for an impoverished, over- 
crowded island (250,000 people 
in an area the size of the Isle of 
Wight, with a annual average in- 
come per head of about £300). 

The inhabitants - Les An- 
jouanais - look enviously at the 
similar-sized island of May- 
otte, 60 miles to the south-east, 
which refused independence 
in a referendum in 1974. May- 
otte, as part of France, has a 


Islanders 
beg Paris 
to take 
them back 


higher standard of Irving, free 
education, a minimum "wage, 
family allowances and social se- 
curity. The separatists say An- 
jouan has been "ignored and 
humiliated" in the last two 
decades by successive regimes 
in the capita] Moroni, on the 
Grand Comoro island, to the 
north-west. 

The dispute sounds like the 
plot for an Evelyn Waugh nov- 
el. But it has its darker side. Al- 
though the weekend protest 
passed off without injury. Co- 
moran soldiers fired on a simi- 
lar demonstration in March, 
killing one person and injuring 
a dozen. There were also violent 
confrontations, leading to two 
deaths, when thousands of An- 
jouanais poured onto the streets 
on 14 July to celebrate the 
French national day. Inhabitants 
ol the third, and smallest in- 
habited island in the group, 
Mohdi, have also started to ag- 
itate to be returned to France. 

The French foreign ministry 


has made it clear that it has no 
interest in regaining these 
scraps of empire, formerty sep- 
arate Arab-controlled emirates, 
annexed by France in 1912. 
France, the ministry said, re- 
mains committed to the “terri- 
torial integrity of the Islamic 
Republic of the Comoros. It 
hopes that, in this internal Co- 
moran affair, a spirit of nego- 
tiation will prevail". - 

The President of the Co- 
moros. Mohamed Thki Ab- 
doulkarim, has recently taken a 
conciliatory line, offering the 
smaller islands greater autono- 
my and an opportunity to draw- 
up a short-list from which then- 
governors would be chosen. 
But the Andoujan revolt, led by 
Abdallah Ibrahim, 71, has gath- 
ered considerable popular sup- 
port in the last four months. 

In the referendums held on 
the islands in December 1974, 
Andoujan voted overwhelm- 
ingly for independence as part 
of" the Comoros Republic. The 
count was 99.92 per cent in 
favour of separation from 
France, with only 44 voters 
against. Mayotte, with a popu- 
lation of only 94,i voted 64 
per cent to remain as a French 
territory. -Since then, Mr 
Ibrahim claims, the smaller is- 
lands have been starved of 
whatever economic develop- 
ments have occurred in the 
coup-haunted Comoros. 


Civilians fell casualty to shattered truce 


Robert Fisk 

Beirut 


It was accompanied by afl the usual 
ctich£s. An operation of “surgical pre- 
cision", every care taken for civilian life, 
“well within the parameters of the April 
[1996 truce] understanding". 

That is how the commander of the 
Golani Brigade put it yesterday after 
his men had returned from their fire- 
fight at the small Lebanese village of 
Kfour. north of their occupation zone. 
And it is true that at least five Hezbol- 


lah guerrillas were killed and anoth- 
er two wounded. 

Unfortunately for the mangled south 
Lebanese ceasefire, however, three 
civilians were wounded in Kfour and 
the fighting took place around the vil- 
lage; the wounding of dvflians and fir- 
ing into villages are both banned under 
the terms of the ceasefire agreement. 

A pitched battle had begun in the 
early hours after Israeli troops had 
been flown by helicopter to a location 
close to Kfour and encountered both 
Lebanese army troops and HizboUah 


men. When they retreated back to their 
helicopters, the Israelis laid booby-trap 
mines behind them - into which the 
five HizboQah men blithely walked once 
the Israelis bad flown away. 

In military terms, it was indeed a 
coup for the Israelis. The HizboUah 
have been exacting a fearful toll on 
Israeli occupation soldiers inside 
Lebanon and the dead included Hus- 
sein Kassir, the local HizboUah com- 
mander. He and his guerrillas, 
according to Colonel Eretz, the Golani 
commander, had “Golani blood on 


their hands". Which mav be true 
But it is nuwonlya matter of time be- 
fore a further attack will he made on 
Golani soldiers in Lebanon now that 
they have obligingly let the HizboUah 
blow which Israeli unit to revenge 
themselves upon. The Lebanese au- 
thonties are already drafting their next 
complaint to the five-power ceasefire 
committee - whose chairmen have 
been pleadmg for more restraint fo 
southern Lebanon - and the truce is 
just a little more tattered. 

■ Israel arrested 29 Palestinians early 


yesterday in a sweep of the West Bank, 
as part of a strike to weaken Islamic rafl- 
i Units after a twin suicide bombing took 
15 lives in Jerusalem last week. Israel 
also stepped up demolition of bouses 
built without permits by east Jerusalem 
Arabs, razing four, AP reports. 

Since Wednesday’s bombing, Israel 
has arrested 145 Palestinians, 
imposed tight travel restrictions on the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, and sus- 
pended talks with the Palestinians 
that had just resumed after a four- 
month break. 
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ly terrors. The Lord s Resistance Army has murdered thousands of civilians. Oyet Lakweka, 18, (centre back) owns up to the massacre of 200 Photograph: Ed O’Loughlin 


F or the past five years, 
the people of northern 
Uganda have lived in 
terror of a strange and 
bloody children's crusade. 

Led by a 34-year-old former 
Catholic altar boy called Joseph 
Kony, the army of abducted and 
brainwashed children that calls 
itself the Lord’s Resistance 
Army has murdered thousands 
of civilians and devastated 
much of the north. 

Their aim is to overthrow 
President Yoweri Museveni's 
government and rule Uganda in 
accordance with the Ten Com- 
mandments. 

Since the insurgency flared 
four years ago. the authorities 
in Gidu district say the LRA has 
murdered 5,000 people and 
perhaps as many again m neigh- 
bouring Kitgum. 

They believe 230,000 people 
have been displaced into pro- 
tected camps, while the UN 
World Food Programme re- 
ports that war and drought are 
forcing it to feed 140,000 peo- 
ple m the region. 

In addition to those killed, aid 
workers say hundreds -perhaps 
thousands -more have been at- 
tacked and mutilated for dis- 
obeying Kony*s decrees. 

Anybody caught riding a bi- 
cycle - the main transport in this 
remote region - is likely to be 
killed or have their feet backed 
off. Those who speak ill of the 
rebels have had lips or noses cut 
off. 

More recently, Kony de- 
clared pigs will not be tolerat- 
ed and that Friday should be a 
second Sabbath. His enemies 
say this is a concession to his 
main backer, the fundamental- 
ist Islamic government of neigh- 
bouring Sudan. 

The deepest religious influ- 
ence on Kony. many suspect, is 
nei’Lher Christianity nor Islam, 
but witeberaft. 

Before they acquired large 
quantities of modern infantry 
weaponry in the past four years, 
(Uganda’s government accuses 
Sudan of supplying them). 


Brainwashed children of 
God blaze trail of murder 
and mayhem in Uganda 


many LRA soldiers went into 
action armed only with stones 
and machetes, smearing them- 
selves with ointments that Kony 
said would render them bullet- 
proof. 

He also ordered that all white 
livestock and chickens in rebel 
areas be slaughtered, along 
with anyone harbouring them. 

Survivors of his base camps 
in southern Sudan say he often 
explains his ciders by saying that 
“the Holy Spirit told me to do 
it". 

Last week 
Oyet Lakweka, 
who claims to 
be IS and a 
lieutenant in 
the rebel army, 
admitted hav- 
ing killed 
“many many 
people" since 
being abduct- 
ed from his vil- 
lage, including 
about 200 mas- 
sacred at 
Atiok, in Gulu 
district, in Museveni: The rebels have 
April 1995. vowed to overthrow him 

His field 

commander had told him an an- 
gel ordered the massacre. 

Lakweka was one of 18 chil- 
dren and rebel fighters captured 
or freed by the Ugandan army 
in the Gulu-Kitgum region last 
week. 

The youngest, Simon Oran, 
said he was 13 and had killed 
two people. The first was a sol- 
dier of the Sudanese People’s 
Liberation Army, which, with 


Uganda's aid. is fighting a war 
against the Khartoum govern- 
ment in southern Sudan. 

The second was another child 
who tried to escape the LRA af- 
ter they were both abducted. As 
a new “recruit", Simon had 
been ordered to help beat him 
to death. 

For an instant his impassive 
face contorted: ‘i was soriy for 
that." • 

A recent report from the 
UN Children’s Fund (Unicef) 
estimates up 
to 8,(100 Ugan- 
dan children 
have been ab- 
ducted by the 
LRA and tak- 
en to southern 
Sudan. 

Those ab- 
ducted are 
routinely or- 
dered, on pain 
of death, to kin 
others guOty of 
breaching dis- 
cipline. 
Sometimes 
rebels have they are or- 
hrow him dered to carry 
out atrocities 
against their own families. 
Young girls are forced to act as 
“wives" for older commanders. 

The World Vision charity 
says that since March 1995 its 
trauma counselling centre in 
Gulu has cared for 3,000 chil- 
dren who escaped or were cap- 
tured by the Ugandan army. 

The Ugandan government 
has promised an amnesty for all 
but the most senior LRA lead- 


ers, with whom il now refuses 
to negotiate. 

The irony is that Kony draws 
both his kifiers and his victims 
from his own tribe, the Acho- 
lis. These were among the 
northern tribes which con- 
trolled Uganda from indepen- 
dence in 1962 until 1986, when 
Mr Museveni’s National Resis- 
tance Army, composed mainly 
of southerners and westerners, 
look power. 

The NRA’s victory ended 
years of slaughter that cost 
hundreds of thousands of lives 
under Idi Amin, Milton Obote 
and Tito Okello. but many 
Acholi feared they would lose 
influence under the new order. 
In 1987 thousands joined the 
“Holy Spirit Movement" of Al- 
ice Lckwana, an Acholi faith- 
healer whose supporters 
inarched on Kampala armed 
principally with prayers and 
magic charms. 

They were half-way there 
before Mr Museveni's men es- 
tablished that holy oil did not 
repel small-arms fire. 

After Lekwana fled to Kenya, 
Kony, a young peasant with a 
reputation for delinquency and 
oratory, emerged as leader of a 
fresh Acholi resistance move- 
ment. linking up with remnants 
of the old Acholi-dominated 
army, he gained new contacts 
among Acholi exile communi- 
ties in Britain and North Amer- 
ica and with the Islamic 
fundamentalist regime in Khar- 
toum, keen to avenge itself for 
Mr Museveni's support of the 
SFLA rebels in southern Sudan. 


The commander of Ugandan 
forces in the north, James Kazi- 
ni, blames the LRA’s continu- 
ing existence on weapons from 
Sudan and support among dis- 
affected Acholi ciders. 

These, he complains, refuse 
to co-operate with the army and 
falsely tell guerrillas that' they 
will be shot if they surrender.’ 
He is confident that the 
LRA’s days are now numbered 
- Acholi hostility to Mr Mu- 
seveni is counterbalanced, he 


says, by awareness that the 
LRA’s ’crusade is directed 
against its own people. 

Foreign aid workers in the re- 
gion sav that the guerrillas de- 
pend more nn fear than 
support. The army says only 
around 400 LRA guerrillas now 
remain in Uganda, and even 
these are running short of am- 
munition. 

Colonel Kazini claims to 
have killed 57 of these in July 
alone, while another 45 de- 
serted or were captured. 

“If the SPLA raptures Juba 
(capital of southern Sudan) 
then the LRA will vanish en- 
tirely,” he says. 

But this is not the first time 
the authorities have proclaimed 
the LRA's demise. “From 
what we hear they still seem 
to be well-organised," said 
the representative of an aid 
agency operating in Gulu and 
Kitgum. “I don’t think they’ve 
finished yet." 


Richard Lloyd Parry 

Tokyo 

On paper, but only on paper, it 
looks like a momentous occa- 
sion. This morning in New 
York, for the first time since it 
fizzled to an inconclusive end in 
1953. the four principal com- 
batants in the Korean War will 
sit around a single table and talk 
about peace. The talks, be- 
tween North and South Korea, 
plus China and the US. have 
been the object of diplomatic 
toil since spring, when they 
were suggested by President Bui 
Clinton and President Kim 
Young Sam of South Korea. 

The tag-line 

for the meetings — r 
is that they will YOU. 

eventually restore , 

peace to Korea TUl( 

for the first time , , 

since the 1950-53 reSUltS 
war. which ended , 

in a ceasefire VOU I 

rather than a per- ** 

manent treaty. 

But nobodyis expecting to hoist 
the bunting for a long time yet. 

The initial goals are so mod- 
est as to appear footling: mili- 
tary exchanges between the 
rival armies, advance notifica- 
tion of exercises and crisis hot- 
lines. The US hopes to bring 
peace to Korea by offering Py- 
ongyang supplies of fertiliser. 
Officials speak of offering their 
expertise in reforesting the 
mountains of the North. 

But it turns out we have not 
even got that far. These subjects 
will be raised at the talks them- 
selves, but today’s meeting at 
Columbia University is only a 
talk about talks. 

That the Koreas are sitting 
down to talk to one another is 
achievement enough, especial- 
ly in company with the North’s 
Korean War sponsor, China. 
But the modesty of the agenda 


emphasises how many diplo- 
matic l eag ues there are to cross 
before any settlement _ is 
reached and how alarmingly iso- 
lated Pyongyang has become. 
There are few pointers on this 
road to peace and the one ob- 
vious precedent - reunification 
of East and West Germany - of- 
fers more differences than sim- 
ilarities. 

Through television and radio. 
East Germany had been bathed 
in Western brand names and as- 
pirations for years. In Korea, 
communication is almost non- 
existent. This is as much a con- 
sequence of Seoul ’s paranoia 
as Pyongyang’s totalitarianism. 

The only way out 

, of North Korea is 

JLOU can t defection, but 

.. South Koreans 

rule out who visit the 

. , ■ North without 

results before permission are 

- . , also imprisoned, 

VOU begin and forbidden 

J from phone, fax 

or postal com- 
munication. 

South Korean engineers will 
soon make an unprecedented 
official journey to the North to 
install nuclear reactors to re- 
place ones suspected of con- 
tributing to nuclear weapons. 
Yesterday special phone lines 
were opened for them to con- 
tact their families. 

Given such mistrust, confi- 
dence-building measures are 
simply a humble recognition of 
political realities. “Just because 
they may have veiy low expec- 
tations for these talks, the talks 
can succeed in spite of it,” a US 
official said in Washington. 
“You can’t rule out results be- 
fore you begin." 

With time, it is hoped, they 
will lead to closer contact, al- 
though, with a worsening food 
crisis, it is unclear bow much 
time North Korea has left 
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Mystery figure: Ramzi Yousef, was due to stand trial yesterday for 
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A terrorist act is^defimtion, poUcicaJ, tmt 
when a bomb g»es off in the Unitea 
States, or a bomb conspiracy is uncovered, 
the authorities do not appear to know ex- 
actly who is behind it or why. 

Initial police reports last Thursday said 
that two Palestinians arrested on suspicion 
of plotting to bomb the New York subway 
belonged to Hamas. Now Federal Bureau 
of Inwstigation and White-House officials 
are saying they have no reason to believe 
the two men are conncctfirifoHamas or any 
other Middle Eastern group. More per- 
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the blast at New York’s World Trade Cen- 
tre four ago, which killed six people and in- 
jured more than LOOQ.; . 

The trial was expected to begin yester- 
day in Manhattan of Ramzi Yousef who 
is accused of having been the mastermind 


behind the World Trade Centre blast. But 
not only do prosecutors have no idea 
whether Mr Yousef belongs to any terror- 
ist organisation, they do no even know what 
■nautmality he is. 

The timing of last week’s suspected plot 
appears so far to be the only due suggest- 
ing Hamas might be targeting New York. 
Gazi Ibrahim Abu ■Mezer and Lafi Khalil 
were arrested in a Brooklyn apartment, 
allegedly in possession of a batch of pipe 
bamts, rally 24 hours after the suicide bomb- 
ing in Jerusalem which killed 15 people £md 
for which Hamas did claim responsibility. 

The FBI are also exploring the hypothe- 
sis that Mr Mezer and MrKhalil might have 
intended their alleged bombing plans to co- 


incide with the start ot Mr rouset s truu, in- 
dicating that he is also a member of Hamas. 

For now, the evidence appears just as 
strong, however, that Mr Abu Mezer and 
Mr Khalil were acting on their own. Hamas 
released a statement at the weekend deny- 
ing any connection with the two arrested 


Palestinians. “Hamas does not consider the 
American people an enemy and it does not 
target any of its communities," it said. 

According to relatives of Mr Abu Mez- 
er and Mr Khalil, it was laughably off the 
mark to suggest the two men belonged to 
Hamas. Their involvement in the Palestin- 
ian cause was said to be minimal and nei- 
ther was particularly religious. 

The FBI have not ruled out the possibil- 
ity that the two, who are in their early twen- 
ties, are freelance fanatics in the manner of 
the US’s home-grown Oklahoma bomber, 
Timothy McVeigh. And the FBI still do not 
know who planted the bomb in Atlanta dur- 
ing the Olympic Games a year ago, much 
less what their agenda might have been. 


meats in the trial of the accused master- 
mind of the World ‘Bade Centre bombing 
were postponed yesterday due to the illnes 
of one juror and the dismissal of an alter- 
nate juror. The judge said the opening ar- 
guments would begin today. 
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Sviatoslav Richter 


Sviatoslav Richter was a con- 
noisseur's pianist, a supreme 
lyric poet of the keyboard for 
whom the piano was an exten- 
sion of his own body and 
mind and a means to musical 
thought that was devoted to the 
composer in question. 

Richter was not a virtuoso in 
the flamboyant sense of parad- 
ing his talent to dazzle an au- 
dience; instead he required 
from his listeners an act of in- 
tense concentration to match his 
own incomparable approach 
to the music. Those who could 
not summon this were apt to 
grow restless during his per- 
formances, although even they 
mi gh t realise that they were 
hearing something exceptional 

His interpretations were 
more a matter of re-creation 
than reproduction, so that no 
two performances of the same 
work were liketv to be identical 


Odessa, a city where other mu- 
sical reputations of distinction 
were fostered, including that of 
David Oistrakh, and where Igor 
Oistrajfch, Emil Gilds and 
Nathan Mflstein were all born, 
and later studied. Having ab- 
sorbed the rudiments of music 
from his father, Richter was 
largely self-taught at the piano, 
except for some lessons from 
one of his father's pupils, and 
quickly showed unusual early 
facility in keyboard technique. 

Although never a child prodi- 
gy; in the accepted sense, 
Richter began to compose at the 
age of eight and reportedly 
wrote an opera before his teen 
years. He certainly became 


not to see her son again until 
she was flown R> New York for 
his d£but there nearly 20 years 
later. 

Richter’s early appearances 
were confined by the authori- 
ties to the former Soviet Union 
and the Eastern bloc, whence 
occasional Wstera visitors who 
were fortunate to catch one of 
his concerts brought back trav- 
ellers' tales of his exceptional 
talent These tales were rein- 
forced by an early recording of 
Schumann which circulated in 
the West. Richter was conse- 


zontal plane of the keyboard, 
sometimes requiring it to be 
checked with a spirit level es- 


tired, usually around three in the 
morning, so as to have no dis- 
traction from meal breaks. He 
preferred to make long ‘"takes” 
of complete movements or sec- 


quentfy already something of a 
legend by the time he came 
hmiself to the "West in 1960, first 
to Helsinki, Chicago and New 
York, and the next year to 
sold-out houses at the Royal 
Festival Hall in London. 

Here his ddbut programme 
was typically uncompromising, 
be ginning with a small Haydn 
sonata, but with the rest entirely 
devoted to Prokofiev, inducting 
the encores. In that year Richter 
published in Moscow a book 
of reminiscences of Prokofiev, 
whose entire piano works 
he had committed to memory 
and whom he continued to 
champion persistently. 

Riditeralso became admire d 

for his playing of Chopin and 
Schubert, whose duet music he 


His repertory ranged from 
Bach, played with a clarity of in- 


sight into the music's structure 
and content, to Prokofiev, with 
whom he had adose association 
after giving the premiere of the 
composer's Sixth Sonata in 
1942, and later of the Seventh 
and Ninth Sonatas, the latter of 
which is dedicated to him. He 
also made a single conducting 
appearance in the premiere 
of Prokofiev's Symphony- 
Concerto for Cello and Or- 
chestra in 1952, with Mstislav 
Rostropovich as soloist 
Richter was bora at Zhitomir 
in Ukraine, where bis father 
was a pianist, organist and 
teacher, and a composer in a 
small way. The Richters were of 
combined Polish and German 
extraction, and soon after the 
boy’s birth they moved to 


scores, which took him. in 1930, 
when be was 15, to the Odessa 
Opera as a repetiteur. A few 
years later, in 1934, he gave his 
first solo recital, and the expe- 
rience was so successful and 
pleasing to him that he aban- 
doned thoughts of conducting 
to concentrate on a pianistic 
career, lo that end he took him- 
self to the Moscow Conserva- 
toire as a student of the famous 
teacher Heinrich Neuhaus. 

Neuhaus found his new pupil 
“already a complete artist", 
with the ability to build a piece 
“so that it seemed to lie before 
him like an immense landscape, 
revealed to the eye at a single 
glance". This visionary sense of 
what was comprised in a com- 
plete music work pervaded aD 
his later performances, from 
the time he gave his first 
Prokofiev premiere while stiH a 
student Shortly before that his 
father fell victim to one of the 
Stalinist purges and his moth- 
er sought refuge in Germany, 


Annam was regarded as an 
exotic backwater in French 
Indo-China when Bao Dai who 
has just died in Paris, ascend- 
ed the imperial throne in Hue 
in 1925. Little could he have 
imagined at the time that with- 
in a few years, his country, to- 
gether with the rest of Vietnam, 
was to become engulfed in a 
long series of wars. He was just 
a boy of 12 who bad been sum- 
moned home from school in 
France to perform the many 
elaborate rites which accom- 
panied the installation of an 
Emperor of Annam. 

On the advice of bis French 
mentors, Bao Dai (the title, 
meaning “Keeper of Great- 
ness", was given to him on his 
enthronement) then returned to 
Riris to complete his education. 
Apart from the usual academ- 
ic subjects, he also learnt riding, 
tennis, hew to drive a car and 


play poker. These pursuits were 
later to earn him the reputation 


later to earn him the reputation 
of bemga playboy monarch. Yet 
the life style lo which the French 
had introduced him differed 
tittle from that of other fash- 
ionable young men of noble 
birth during the 1920s and 
1930s. Indeed he was proud of 
being the first Emperor of the 
Nguyen dynasty which bad 
ruled Annam since 1802, to 
have a modem upbringing in- 
stead of being constricted by the 
ancient rites imposed by the 
court mandarins. 

In 1932, therefore, when at 
the age of 19 Bao Dai returned 
to his native Hud to assume his 
royal duties, he sought lo in- 
troduce some changes to court 
procedure. Likewise be was ea- 
ger to see some alleviation of 
French tutelage over his realm. 
These hopes proved to be large- 
ly in vain. The one small victo- 
ry he did achieve was the right 
to choose his own wife rather 
than enter into an arranged 
marriage. His choice fell on a 
young Catholic girl from the 
south of Vietnam, then known 




She was bom a year before the 
Battle of the Lime Bighorn and 
lived to be a star (perhaps un- 
wittingly) of rap music and the 
Internet. The death yesterday in 
Arles of Jeanne Calment, at the 
age of 222, deprived humanity 
of its oldest known member. 

She had lived in Aries all her 
life and had met, as a young 
woman, an obscure painter 
called Vincent Van Gogh (before 
he lost his ear). He was, she re- 
called in one of her many me- 

da interviews of recent yeas, “as 


Calment in the 1990s . . 


ugty as a louse” and “Ire stank”. 
Calment remained mentally 
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him. We now have a legacy of 
over 130 CDs by him in the cur- 
neur lists to testify to the pow- 
er of his intellect and command 
ofartistry. 

When he returned to Loactai 
in 1989 after a 12-year absence, 
ft wre noted that he played from 

muse in front of him it hnni - 
na t ed fry a singl e lamp he op- 
erated himself. Three years 
later, he took ^jace in the 
printed programme to ex plain 
his reasons, dismissmgmemo- 
iy playing as “a childish and 
vain feat”, and saying of the ab- 
sence of platform lighting, “Wife 
are living in an age of voyeurs 
and nothing is more fatal for 
music." 

He enjoyed chamber-music 
playing as a pianist with the 
Borodin Quartet and others, 


played, with Benjamin Britten 
as his partner, at me Aldebuxgh 


Festival in 1965. Preferring 
the ambience of smaller festi- 
vals like this, he began the 
previous year an association 
with the FStes Musical es at 
Grange de Meslay, near Tours 
in France. 

A fastidious, not to say per- 
nickety performer, he was 
acutely sensitive to the hori- 


singers including Elisabeth 
Schwarzkopf and Dietrich 
Fischer-Dieskau, as well as his 
own wife, Nina Dorliak, a 


professor at the Moscow 
Conservatoire. 


Noel Goodwin 


Sviatoslav Teofilovich Richier, 
pianist: bomZhitomir, Ukraine 
20 March 1915; married 1946 
Nina Doriiak; died Moscow 1 
August 1997. 


Richter: *We are Bring In an age of voyeurs' 


Bao Dai 


as Cochin-China, who had been 
educated by French nuns. The 
fact that she was not Annamese 
and of royal birth caused shock 
and consternation in tradition- 
al circles. Nevertheless she was 
duly installed with full court 
ritual as the Empress Nam 
Phuong and during the course 
of the next few years gave 
birth to two sons and two 
daughters. 

As for Bao Dai, since he 
could play little more than a cer- 
emonial role in governing An- 
nam, which was still subject to 
French domination, be devot- 
ed himself increasingly to en- 
joying his private life, which 
extended to long hunting ex- 
peditions in the mountains bor- 
dering on Laos and Cambodia. 
There at least he could escape 
from the burden of court ritu- 
al to a certain degree and, as he 
stated in his autobiography, Le 
Dragon d’Annam (1980), see 
something of his people rather 
than rows of backs bent in full 
prostration. 

The outbreak of war in the 
Pacific in 1941 brought few 
changes to life in Annam. Un- 
like the rest of South East Asia 
where the Japanese brought an 
end to colonial rule and in- 
terned all Europeans, in Indo- 
China they concluded an 
agreement with the French to 
continue administering the ter- 
ritory on condition that Japan 
would be allowed to station 
some troops there. As the war 
progressed this Japanese pres- 
ence attracted some Allied 
bombing raids but not in An- 
nam where there were no tar- 
gets of any significance. Bao Dai 
was therefore able to continue 
his life undisturbed until March 
1945. 

By then Paris had been lib- 
erated and the French in Indo- 
China realising that they were 
likely to be branded as traitors 
for having collaborated with the 
Japanese, began makmg prepa- 
rations to welcome an Alfieain- 



Bao Dafc 1 would rather Ova as 
an ordinary citizen of an 
independent country than be 
Emperor of a nation of slaves’ 


vasion force. This prompted 
the Japanese to stage a military 
coup to oust the French 
administration throughout 

Tnri iyrhina | mrlnriing Annam. 

Bao Dai was all (he more as- 
tonished when on 10 March 
1945, a Japanese diplomat paid 
an official call upon him at the 
imperial palace in Hu»5 with an 
invitation for him to proclaim 
independence for the whole of 
Vietnam, albeit with a proviso 


that the country maintain good 
relations with Tbkyo. 

A royal edict to this effect was . 
issued tiie fallowing day. The 
Emperor then proceeded to 
inrite prominent di gnitari es 
from all over Vie tnam to form * 
its first independent govern- 
ment. But other Vietnamese 
had different ideas about the 
country's future. 

In 1941, the Communist Par- 
ty under the leadership of 
Ho Chi Minh and keeping its 
identity well concealed had 
launched a move m e nt calli n g it- 
self the Viet Minh, appealing to 
all Vie tnamese to Struggle for 
the liberation of their country 
from both Japanese and French 
domination. This movement 
was largely confined to the 
northern mountains bordering 
China until March 1945, 
when the French administration 
was ousted and its troops dis- 
armed by the Japanese. Seizing 
this opportunity, Viet Minh 
guerrillas began moving south 
and spreading their network 
of contacts thronghout the 
country. 

These moves were scarcely 
under way when Japan suddenly 
announced its surrender to the 
Allied powers on 15 August 
This prompted the Viet Minh 
to stage an uprising in Hanoi 
and send envoys to Hu£ to de- 
mand that the Emperor abdi- 
cate in favour of Ho Chi Minh 
as President of a new state 
called the Democratic Repub- 
lic of Vietnam. In the circum- 
stances, although he knew 
little about the Viet Minh, or for 
that matter. Ho Chi Minh, Bao 
Dai felt he had no option but 
to comply. Accordingly he is- 
sued a statement announcing 
his abdication on 25 August It 
included his most famous 
words: “1 would rather live as 
an ordinary citizen of an inde- 
pendent country than be 
Emperor of a nation of slaves." 

Afterwards the ex-Emperor, 
reverting to the name of Vmh 


They which he was given at 
birth, made his way to Hanoi 
at the invitation of Ro Chi 
Minh to become a special ad- 
viser to the new republic. He 
was accorded a courteous wel- 
come but found his duties less 
than onerous until in early 1946 
he was assigned to head an of- 
ficial mission to Chungking, 
then the capital of China under 
President Chiang Kai-shek. 

Realising this was a pretext 
to get him out of Vietnam, 
Bao Dai declined to return and 
retired to live in Hong Kong. 
There he watched from afar as 
the French returned to Viet- 
nam, tried to reach an agree- 
ment with Ho Qn Minh and, 
when these efforts failed, em- 
barked on full-scale war. He 
(ben began to receive feelers 
from various Vietnamese politi- 
cians opposed to the Viet Minh 
as well as from the French 
about heading a new Stale of 
Vietnam. 

Since Bao Dai had no wish to 
be seen as a French puppet, 
these negotiations were very 
protracted. In June 1948 he 
agreed to be flown in a French 
seaplane to a warship anchored 
in the picturesque Gulf of Ha 
Long in northern Vietnam to 
witness the signing of a docu- 
ment whereby France conced- 
ed a measure of independence. 
He then went on to ftiris far fur- 
ther discussions which eventu- 
ally culminated on 8 March 
1949 at the Elysde Palace, 
where a series of agreements 
were concluded, leading to 
the establishment of the State 
of Vietnam headed by Bao 
Dai, although no longer as an 
Emperor with special royal 
privileges. 

Tb symbolise his new au- 
thority, he immediately flew 
back to Vietnam to tour the 
country from Saigon to Hanoi 
including of course a visit to 
Hug, his former imperial capi- 
tal, where the court had been 
disbanded. He also presided 


over the establishment of a 
new government with ministers 
from all over Vietnam as well 
as holding discussions with 
French generals who were still 
battling against the Viet Minh, 
about setting up a Vietnamese 
National Army to join in the 
fight. 

Bao Dai then had the satis- 
faction of seeing the State of 
Vietnam being accorded diplo- 
matic recognition as an inde- 
pendent country by the Western 
powers at the end of 1949. A 
couple of months later, how- 
ever, Ho Chi Minh. who had 
been living as a guerrilla in the 
northern mountains, made a 
secret visit to Peking and 
Moscow where be managed to 
secure Chinese and Soviet 
recognition for the Democrat- 
ic Republic of Vietnam. That set 
the scene for the next stage in 
the war. 

During the next four years. 
Bao Dai chose to spend most of 
his time in France where his 
children were being educated 
and where too he could keep a 
closer eye on the developing in- 
ternational situation. When he 
did visit Vietnam, it was usual- 
ly to stay at his villa in the moun- 
tain resort of Dalai from where 
he could once more engage in 
his favourite sport of hunting. 

Meanwhile, with Chinese 
militaiy aid the Viet Minh were 
building up their strength in the 
north of the country. The dimax 
came in May 1954 when after 
a 57-day siege the Viet Minh 
succeeded in overwhelming the 
French garrison at Dien Bien 
Phu. Fbrtuitousfy this occurred 
on the eve of the opening of a 
major international conference 
in Geneva on the future of Indo- 
China at which Bao Dai played 
only a backstage role. It result- 
ed amongst other things in an 
agreement for France to with- 
draw totally from Indo-China 
and for Vietnam to be tem- 
porarily partitioned between 
• the State of Vietnam in the 


south and the Democratic Re- 
public ofVietnam in the north. 

At the same time Bao Dai 
was persuaded, largely as a re- 
sult of American pressure be- 
hind the scenes that the best 
person to head a strongly anti- 
communist government in 
Saigon was Ngo Dinh Diem, a 
former mandarin from the 
court in Hue. That did not en- 
dear him to the former Em- 
peror. The feeling was mutual. 
In 1955. Ngo Dinh Diem staged 
a referendum throughout the 
Slate of Vietnam (o decide 
whether it should become a re- 
public with himself as President 
With Bao Dai absent in France 
and refusing to campaign, the 
result was unsurprisingly in the 
affirmative. 

That marked the end of Bao 
Dais official career. Since 1955, 
although he undoubtedly fol- 
lowed developments in Vietnam 
closely, he rarefy commented on 
them. Nor did he live as a rich 
foreign exile. The villa which he 
occupied in Cannes during the 
early 1950s was the property of 
the State of Vietnam. Instead, 
until his death, he lived in a 
modest flat in Paris on a French 
state pension with the occa- 
sional donation from Viet- 
namese living abroad to finance 
a few foreign trips. 

Some members of the ex- 
tended Annamese royal family 
were hoping that he would em- 
ulate the example of King Si- 
hanouk of Cambodia and try to 
regain his throne. Bao Dai was 
however a very different char- 
acter and his direct heirs appear 
to be content with their life in 
Western Europe. 


Jndy Stowe 


Nguyen Vinh Tfiuy: bom Hue, 
Annam 22 October 1913; suc- 
ceeded 1925 as Emperor of An- 
nam, taking the title Bao Dai, 
abdicated 1945; married 1933 
,jyj~£!? r * se Nguyen Huu Hao 
(ated 1 963: two sons, two daugh- 
ters); died Paris 31 July 1997. 


Jeanne Calment 


acute, even playful, almost to 
the end. “I only ever had one 

„ CLI. nHmn nn 5 * ” 


wrinkle and Tm sitting on it,” 

she once sakt The one thing she 

never seemed able to exp l a in 
satisfactorily was why she lived 

V a- ...aIVma Vi>«* 


so long, outliving her husband 
by more than half a century and 

. • 1L. 


even, tragically, her onfy grand- 
son by 34 years. She put her 
longevity down to a large con- 
sumption of olive oil, but that 
explanation never seemed to 
satisfy her increasingly large 
cumber of media admirers. It 
was only in 1995, at the age of 
120, that die was persuaded by 


her doctor to give up smoking 
arid her Sunday glass of port 

In recent years Calment be- 
came a public property to a 
degree that was disturbing, al- 
though it never seemed to wor- 
ry her. “One hundred and 
twenty-two years? Can anyone 
beat that?" she asked a re- 
porter from Le figure at her last 
birthday in February. 

Last year she was made the 
star of a four-track compact 
disc, Time's Mistress v in which 
she told the story of her life over 
a musical background ranging 
from rap to farandole. She was 


shown (allegedly) how to work 
a computer and helped to set up 
her own website on the Inter- 
net It was these unlikely events 
which prompted a regional 
court to place her under its. 
guardianship to protect her 
“from the problems that fame 
can bring". 

Jeanne Calment spent the 
first 115 or so years of her life 
in almost complete obscurity 
and, by her awn account, con- 
tentment. She was born into a 
well-off family in Aries on 21 
February 1875. She was married 
at the age of 21 to a cousin, FCr- 


nand Calment They had one 
daughter and a grandson, who 
died in a road accident in 1963. 

Until 1985 - when she was 
1 10 - Calment lived alone, look- 
ing after herself, in her apart- 
ment in the centre of Aries. In 
1965, a local lawyer purchased 
her home (she was then 90) on 
the understanding that it would 
remain hers for life. The price 
was 2*500 francs a month until 
she died The lawyer himself died 
two years ago, aged 77. 

She was recognised in 1993 
by the Guinness Book of Records 
as the oldest member of the hu- 


man race who could properly 
her birthdate. In 
Ortober 1995, she became the 
oldest person ever recorded. 

At her last birthday in Feb- 
ruary Trannn P.l - . 


uiuay m reo- 

niaiy, Jeanne Calment, by then 
bhnd and almost dea£ was 
asked if she wanted to go on un- 
td the end of the century. “No, 
I’ve had enough.” she replied. 

* John Lichfield 


Jeanne Louise Calment: bom 
.vies, France 21 February 1875; 
married 1896 Fernand Calment 
(died 1942 ; one daughter de- 
ceased); died Aries 4 August 1997. 



Sir Hepi 


Heuheu 


Photograph: Camera Press 


Sir Hepi tc Heuheu was the las I 
pa ram ount chief of a Maori time 
and his mana and standing 
r anke d with that of the Maori 
Queen . Dame Te. Atairaoj}- 
ikaahu. He could haw been m 

the line of succession to be the 

Maori King, but hisgrcal-great- 
erandfather, who was a prone 
candidate to be the first holder 
of that position, declined tpcfaal- 
lenge, instead rallymg hts 
Tnwharetoa people behind the 
Waikato chief Potautau Te 
Wherowhero, estabfehinf regpl 
su ccessio n with the Tamm tribe. 

One of the most i nfl uential 
figures in Maoridom, which 
has long been handicapped by 
jealousies and rivalries between 

the tribes, te Heheu tran- 
scended tribal boundaries and 
was respected by Maoris and 
pohdta (Europeans) from all 
walks of life. Known as “The 
Mountain", he was one of the 
few leaders whose words and 
dignity held sway throughout 
Maoridom, commanding re- 
spect from fellow tribal aristo- 
crats and militant radicals alike. 

He was largely responsible fca - 
creating the Maori Congress, a 
pan-tribal body set up to provide 
a single voice on Maori issues. 
In 1984, be acted as a mediator 
be tween leaders of an angry 
march by protesters about Maori 
land claims and the Governor- 
General. Tc Heuheu won the 
Governor-GeneraTs agreement 
to meet a deputation of the 
marchers, but police, concerned 
about the Governor-General’s 
security, refrised to allow the 


meeting to take place. 
Knighted in 1979, te Heuheu 


was misted and honoured by 
successive governments, even 
though, unlike some fellow 
Maori leaders, he declined al- 
legiance to any political party. 
Maoris saw his independent 
stance as being in the tradition 
of his ancestor, te Heuheu Tula- 
no 11 who refused to sign the 
Treaty of Waitangi, in which 
Maori chiefs ceded sovereign- 
ty to Queen Victoria in 1840. 

All New Zealanders wit- 
nessed the power of his mana 
in 1994 when he quietly declined 
the Prime Minister's invitation 
(o Maori leaders to attend a 
meeting to launch the so-called 
“fiscal envelope" policy under 
which the government pro- 
posed to put aside a maximum 
of NZSlbn to settle all Maori 
claims for the return of. or 
compensation for, confiscated 
land. His refusal was seen as a 
direct rejection of the contro- 
versial policy by aD Maoris. The 
following year, he called a meet- 
ing to discuss the policy which 
attracted more than IjOOO Maori 
representatives from all tribes. 

He spent his early life as a 
b ushman before forming fam- 
ily land near Taumaninui in the 
central North Island. He was 
only 24 when he assumed the 
mantle of paramount chief of 
the Ngati Tuwharetoa tribe 
from his father, his first chiefly 
task being to lead tribal mem- 
bers to Wellington to welcome 
home soldiers returning from 
Second World War service. 

He served as chairman of nu- 
merous Maori trusts and was a 
member of the Tongariro Na- 
tional Park Board, the country's 
first national park established 
on land gifted to the nation by 
his great-grandfather in 1887. 

An ardent advocate of racial 
harmony, he deplored the fail- 
ure of Europeans and Maoris 
to settle their differences and re- 
portedly said “We must keep 
talking " on his deathbed. 

David Barber 


Hepi Hoatu te Heuheu : bom 
1919: Paramount chief, Ngad 
Tuwharetoa tribe 1953-97: KBE 
1979; married Pauline Hinepo- 
to far children); died Taupo. New 
Zealand 31 July 1997. 



and In the 1890s 


Birthdays 

Professor Nefl Armstrong, tbe first 
man on the Moon, 67; Dr Duane 
Arnold, Principal, St Chad s College, / 
Durham, 44; Mr Billy Bingham,/ , 
football manager, 66; Sir Michael ’ 
Drury, Emeritus Professor of Gen- 
eral Practice, Bmnmghani University 
71; Miss Barbara Flynn, actress, 49. 
Mis Joan Hkkwn, actress, 91; Lord 
Btndtip . chairman, Christie's La- 
tenjationaI,57; Mr Atm Howard, ac- 
tor, 60; Field Marshal Sir Peter Inge, 
Constable of the Timer of London, 
62; Mr Richard Jewson, former 
chairman. Meyer International, 53; 


Sir Michael Kerry, fanner Procura- 
tor General, 74; Sir Bert Mfl licfa ip , 
Life Vice-President, tbe Football 
Association, 83; Mr John Monks, 
general secretaty, TUG 52; Mr Thr- 
fr mgh CYDannefl, farmer Lord of Ap- 
peal, Northern Ireland, 73; Mr 
Rodney Pattoon, yachtsman, 54; Mr 
Keith Pearson, Headmaster, George 
Beriofs School. Edinburgh. 56; Sir 
Eric Fountain, chairman, James 
Beattie, 64; The Hon Miriam RoLb- 


Smfth, chairman. Coopers and 
Lybrand, SL Mr John Spellar MP, 
Parliamentary Undersecretary, De- 
fence, 50; Mr Jimmy Wsbb, song- 
writer, 51; Mr John Whitaker, 
showjumper, 42. 


Anniversaries 


Sir Nicholas Scott, fanner ME 64; 
Lord Sefton of Garston. fanner 
rhamnan. North West Economic 
Planning Council, 82; Mr Peter 


Births: Alexander William Kinglake, 
historian and traveller, 1809; Qaries- 
Louis Ambrofce Thomas, composer, 
1811; Edward John Eyre, adminis- 
trator and explorer of Australia, 
1815; Henri-Renl Albert -Guy de 
Maupassant, author, 1850; Conrad 
Potter Aiken, novelist and poet. 


1889; Harold Hoit, Australian prime 
minister. 1908; Robert Tkylor (Span- 
gler Arlington Brogh). actor. 1911. 
Deaths: Louis OT, King of France, 
882; Thomas Newcomen, inventor 
and engineer, 1729; James Gibbs, ar- 
chitect, 1754; Lord Roderick North. 

second Ear? of Guilford, statesman, 
1792; Ateds-Benoit Soyer, master 
cook and writer, 1858; William Hen- 
ry Giles Kingston, author of boys* 
books, 1880; Thomas Henry Wvatt, 
architect, 1880; Friedrich Engels, 
political writer. 1895; Philip William 
“Phil" May, caricaturist. 1903: 
George Butte rwonh, composer' 
1916; Catherine “Skittles" Walters,’ 


courtesan, 1920; EDa Shields (Busch- 
erj. music-hall artiste and male im- 
personator, 1952; Marilyn Monroe 
(Nonna Jean Mortenson), film ac- 
tress, 1962; Richard Burton (Richaid 
Walter Jenkins), actor, 1984. On 
this day: Sir Wffliam Wallace, leader 
of tbe Scots, was captured by the Fnc- 
jish, 1305; polygamy was abolishwl 
m TUrkcy, 1924; the British transat- 
lantic airmail service was started, 
1939; the musical Salad Days was first 
produced, London 1954; the Euro- 
pean Monetary Agreement was 
s«p>ed, 1955. Today is the Feast Day 
of St Abel, Saints Addai and Mari 
St Afra and St Nonna. 


Lectures 

National CaBoy: Jacqueline Ansel], 
Babies (1): Rubens’s The Judgement 
°f Pbris", lpm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Anna 
Coatadini, Tbe An of Calligraphy 
fa the Decorative Arts of tbe Islam- 
ic World", 230pm. . 

British Museum: Barbara Bread, "Is- 
lamic Architecture m Cairo", L15pm* 
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bility has once more raised fears of eon- 
melon the peninsula, as a dying regime 
lashes out. There are two million men 
under arms on either side of the demil- 
itarised zone that divides North and 
South; it is a place where war has been 
an ever-present possibility for four 
decades. 

The good news is that talks start 
today which could lead to a peace treaty 
that would at last end the enmity 
between the two Korcas, and replace 
the fragile ceasefire thal has existed 
since 1953. The bad news is that wc 
know veiy little about the intentions 
and capabilities of North Korea, a 
stale more isolated than any other in 
the world. 

We have more at stake in this than 
you might imagine. British soldiers 
fought and died for Korea 40 years ago; 
if there were to be another war there, 
then it is more than likely that Britain 
would again offer troops. The reason 
is simple. South Korea, the capitalist 
and democratic part of the peninsula, 
is of critical importance for the West 
as a trading partner, investor, and 
strategic ally in the region. Wc have a 
lot tied up in Korea. 

The fact that Korea is not under- 
stood, not known in Britain should be 
a source of regret. It is 200 years since 
the first contacts between Britain anti 
the Koreans, and both sides are cele- 
brating it rhis year through cultural 
events and exhibitions. TTiese have 
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made little public impact, partly 
because people think of the Koreans 
as a rather strange and distant nation, 
very alien from our own culture. In 
fact, the Koreans are a rather jolly 
bunch, and it is a shame that more 
people do not know that. Perhaps 
most importantly, wc do a lot of busi- 
ness with South Korea: British firms 
have recorded huge export growth 
there over the past few years, and busi- 
nesses like Hyundai, Daewoo, Sam- 
sung and LG (Lucky Goldstar) have 
brought jobs and investment to every 
part of Britain. 

Historically, it has been a reclusive 


nation, afraid that outside influence 
would destroy it. It has had to learn, 
over the centuries, to survive, caught 
between China and Japan. Occupation 
by Japan was ended only by the war. 
which was immediately followed by the 
civil war that left it divided into war- 
ring camps. Rapid growth in the South 
has transformed it into one of the 
world's largest and richest economies; 
stagnation in the North has turned it 
into one of the world's worst basket 
cases. The resolution of this strange 
national dialectic could lead to war; it 
could, at lasr, heal the division of the 
peninsula. 


Conflict would threaten not just 
South Korea, but the fragile peace m 
East Asia. It would draw m America, 
China, Japan, and perhaps Russia as 
well. North Korea may be an economic 
disaster but it is well armed, and prob- 
ably has access to at least one nuc ear 
device as well as chemical and biolog- 
ical weapons. . . 

But a lasting settlement in the 
Korean peninsula also has implications. 
It may well mean that South Korea 
draws yet closer to China, and perhaps 
further away from the US, which has 
had troops in the South since 1953. It 
could, eventually, lead to the re -emer- 
gence of a united Korea, something 
that would have implications for Asia 
si milar to those of a united Germany 
for Europe - a redrawing of the Cold 
War map. 

That is vears away. What we can 
hope for, at the moment, is an easing 
of tensions; and some help for those in 
North Korea who have suffered under 
one of the world’s harshest tyrannies. 
Right now, Britain’s position ought to 
be very dean we have a powerful self- 
interest, as well as a humanitarian 
interest, in ensuring that the Korean 
peninsula remains relatively stable, 
while moving towards a peaceful reso- 
lution of the half-century division that 
has so badly hurt the population of the 
North. We cannot and should not do 
this by force of arms, or indeed any 
force; but we can do it by showing that 


we are willing and able to help the pop- 
ulation of the North, and that its inter- 
est lies in opening up to that aid, both 
culturally and economically. Long task, 
you might say - but very high reward, 
if we get it right 


97 reasons to 
be cheerful 

T he Independent has long kept a cer- 
tain distance in reporting the trivia 
of royal life, whether it be the shoot- 
ing skill of the heir to the throne, or the 
morals of one or another of Her 
Majesty’s children or children-in-law. 
All these are, in the end, passing fan- 
cies, which, though they are of enor- 
mous significance in the lives of the 
people involved, make little or no dif- 
ference to you, or to us. 

But it is bard to let pass without any 
comment at all the arrival of The 
Queen Mother at the fine age of 97. 
Living to such an age as a cheerfully ful- 
filled human being - nay, merely 
compos mentis - is a wonderful achieve- 
ment, to be celebrated regardless of 
social status. Yesterday died, in France, 
the oldest person in the world, aged 
past 120. The rest of us can only look 
on in envy, and admire the attainment 
of such a long and rich life. 
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Stress did not 
eausi Gulf 
war illnesses 

tin Gulf war ilnesses, of which 
here are maul have not been 
darned on “everything from flea 
» liars to sheendip”, as Elaine 
Showalter asserts (“Gulf War 
Syndrome: all iri the mind’s eye 1 ", 2 
August). The cmmicals used in 
such products hive, however, been 
implicated in soie of the many 
illnesses reportei by Gulf war 
service and civilian personnel. 

Governments And their scientific 
advisors worldwide have often 
accidentally or deliberately 
suppressed infotnlation or misled 
victims and their families about 
occupational disease recognition, 
diagnosis and exposure facts. This 
has been parti cut ai \y the case for 
occupational hazai Is faced try 
military personnel. [The evidence 
we have already ab^ut the Gulf war 
i indicates what can at best be 
! described as past government 
! ‘■errors" about what chemicals 
I military personnel used or were 
j exposed to, whether they were 
| monitored effectively and 
I appropriately and for how tong, 
j There is plenty of evidence 
| showing that a range of 
J o rgan op hosp bates cause 
ineurological damage. There Ls 
'some evidence too that these OPs 
tan cause both neuropsychological 
knd neuropsydiiatric damage, 
ometimes at low levels. There is 
ood evidence that certain OPs 
lay be more damaging if mixed 
ngether or with some prophylactic 
rugs than on their own. 

la occupational health, one 
nee-jerk official response to any 
;port of Alnesses due to chemical 
xposures has sometimes been that 
roifcers are “stressed” or hysterical 
nd that the problem is 
sychologicaJ and not physical; 
ence the cases cannot be the fault 
if employers or governments who 
egulate such chemicals. It is 
[range tb see this thesis now 



Whilst the Police Complaints 
Authority does provide an 
independent element, the actual 
investigation of complaints by 


[range see ui» uirau r- 

merging as a catch-all explanation police officers, often from the same 
ur many of the Alnesses attributed force, can no longer claim 

i « i.r_ • ■ . ■ _ nrirlocnrparl cimnnrt Thi* 


d Gulf war veterans. 
jSome of the Gulf war veterans 
say well be experiencing such 
ejess. Tb suggest that this explains 
ne symptoms of all or most of the 
eterans ignores much evidence 
ram occupational hygiene. 


force, can no longer claim 
widespread support. The 
increasing numbers of people who 
ignore the complaints system in 
favour of taking their cases through 
the civil courts is evidence of this 
dissatisfaction. 

Civil actions against the police are 


SSoccnpaSL health and preferred because the complainant 
;can*fllnnrtvtntheDrocess.leeaI 
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Safety and epideimoJogy. It may 
ffell, however, prove an easy and 

neat excuse for those governments 

wanting to avoid explaining what 
did happen in fhe Gulf .and why 

many people serving there 

reported symptoins consistent with 

chemical poisoning. 


is a real party to the process, legal 
aid is available to pay for 
representation by lawyeis, the police 
are under a duty to disclose all the 
evidence and documents, and the 
issues are raised in a public trial 
where officers are asked to justify 
their derisions. What is also 
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police complaints enough to qualify for legal aid nor 
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Tough action on 
animal cruelty 

Sin 1 faA to understand how 
postponing the revocation of 
Huntingdon Life Sciences* licence 
until November (“Huntingdon may 
lose its licence", 25 July) solves the 
problem of the laige number of 
anima ls onsite. 

The cruelty which has been 
exposed at Huntingdon Life 
Sciences is not an isolated 
incident but, as has been proved 
time and time again by 
undercover investigations carried 
out by animal rights groups, is 
common to very many, if not all, 
animal testing laboratories. The 
spectacle of Huntingdon's more 
prestigious clients falling over 
themselves to dissociate 
themselves from this latest and 
very public disclosure is nauseous 
to say the least Likewise that of 
the Home Office, whose 
behaviour prior to the exposure is 
yet more evidence against the 
validity of its inspection system. 

To scold Huntingdon is not 
sufficient, even such public 
scolding as has been taking place. 
In order that we can begin to 
have faith In this government’s 
proposed review of the Animals 
(SR) Act (at present little more 
thau a vivisectionists’ charter), 
Huntingdon Life Sciences* 
licence must be revoked 
immediately and permanently, all 
those implicated in the 
wrongdoings, including senior 
staff and Home Office officials, 
must be prosecuted and Dr David 


Christopher, Huntingdon’s 
research director, must be forced 
to resign from the Animal 
Procedures Committee. 
ROSALIND FISHER 
London SEI5 


The best measure 
of inflation 

Sir: Your article “ ‘Inflation 
overstated' finding could ease rates 
pressure” (Business and City, 29 
July) misrepresents our position. 

The Boskin Report raised no 
new issues; it simply gave a select 
range of issues greater 
prominence. Statisticians 
worldwide, and at ONS, have been 
studying these and other complex 
problems associated with 
consumer price indices for many 
years. Our view, on past work, is 
that the RPI at present remains the 
most accurate single measure of 
consumer inflation In the UK. It is 
produced using the best available 
methodology following advice of 
an independent RPI advisory 
committee. 

What we are confident about is 
that many of the issues raised in the 
Boskin Report for the US do not 
have the same force in the UK. 
Nevertheless, along with many 
other countries, we are 
undertaking additional research * 
and analysis to investigate further 
the issues raised. 

The RPI is extremely important 
and it is essential that our 
research work is shared with 
international colleagues and with 


experts in this country so that we 
can assure ourselves that it is well 
based. The ONS paper referred to 
in your article was a discussion 
document containing preliminary 
views from one statistician on 
some aspects of the work 
programme. 

when this work is complete and 
has been tested against parallel ■ 
international research we wAl be in 
a better position to form a view 
about whether or not the RPI is 
biased. We would consult widely on 
such an important issue. 

TIM HOLT 

Director, Registrar General 
and Head of the 
Government Statistical Service 
Office for National Statistics 
London SWI 


Exchanging old 
rituals for new 

Sin Given time, clergy devote 
much care and thought in 
constructing funeral services but 
the task becomes more difficult as 
numbers increase (Letters, 1 
August). The more the numbers 
of requests for non-religious 
funerals multiply, the more 
difficult it will become for their 
conductors, too, to avoid falling 
back upon routines. 

Clergy generally have a regular 
two or three funerals to conduct 
each week, round the year (just 
do the arithmetic). Remaining 
fresh under such a sustained 
demand and providing continuing 
support after the funeral (where 
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it is asked for) as the numbers 
accumulate, stretches personal 
resources. If demands upon them 
increase, non-religious 
conductors, too, will scarcely 
avoid a similar trial. 

Clergy spend much time before 
a funeral sounding out what rituals 
mourners in all their variety have 
already in mind and are going to 
be relying on, so as to be able to 
supply them. The more co mm on 
□on-religious funerals should 
become, the more one would 
expect to see patterns of words 
and actions emerging - fresh, 
maybe, conceivably totally non- 
traditional - but these would, in 
effect, be new rituals. Indeed, 
anthologies of “non-ritualistic" 
ideas for funerals are already 
published (and venr helpful some 
of them are) but what are these 
but new rituals in the process of 
formation? 

The Rev MICHAEL ATKINSON 
Ilkley WestTtbrkshire 


Commercial 
radio at the BBC 

Sin While Radio 3’s as well as 
Radio 4*s innovations are under the 
spotlight, may I ask why practically 
every item on the “On Air” 
programme nowadays has to be 
preceded or followed by a BBC 
commercial? 

Commercial broadcasters of 
classical music (or of what passes 
for it these days) at least refrain 
from such continuous, blatant 
and, if one regular listener’s 
reaction is anything to go by, 
ultimately self-defeating, self- 
advertisement 
WALTER GREY 
London N3 


Valuable role of 
Scottish Ballet 

Sir I would like to express my 
persona] support for the Scottish 
Ballet and do most fervently hope it 
will be allowed to have a strong 
future in Scotland (Letters, 2 
August). 

When 1 joined the Music 
Department of the Arts Council of 
Great Britain (as it then was) in 
1970, almost my first task as officer 
responsible for dance was to make 
flying visits to Scotland with my 
then Chair of Dance, Peter 
Williams, to assist in an 
investigation by the Scottish Arts 
Council (SAC) into the somewhat 
precarious future of Scottish Ballet 
which at SAC’S invitation bad 
moved permanently to Scotland in 
1969, bnt was encountering 
financial problems. 

After some months of 
deliberations, we were delighted 
when SAC endorsed the company’s 
future, recognising the value of the 
company’s service, not only in 
major Scottish theatres but 
throughout the Highlands and 
Islands, together with an approach 
to outreach work which was almost 
unique in its day. 

Throughout mv service as Dance 
Director (1979-89) for ACGB this 
company was often held up as a 
good role model for its very special 
service to Scotland while at the 
same time having the talent to 
present the major “classics" at 
international standard feel 
certain it would be a real 
deprivation for dance lovers in 
Scotland if the company were 
allowed to close. 

As a member of the board of 
Birmingham Royal Ballet I was very 
pleased indeed to know that our 
production oiLa File Mai Gardes 
has been offered on loan to Scottish 
Ballet for presentation this 
Christmas if the company is 
enabled to survive. Can the Scottish 
Arts Council now show simil ar 
generosity of spirit in its attitude to 
the current negotiations and find a 
positive solution to the crisis? 

JANE NICHOLAS 
London W6 


Renewable energy 
for the Dome 

Sir: I would have thought a better 
proposition than to dad the 
Millennium Dome with PVC 
(Letters, 4 August) would be ro use 
a combination of al uminium and 
photo-voltaic cells. The former is 
fully recyclable and the latter folly 
reusable: important considerations 
for a structure which is likely to 
have a short lifetime. 

The use of photo-voltaic cells in 
I a substantial way would also enable 
the exhibition to have a display 
about renewable energy, which 
ought to be high on the list of 
priorities, given the rapidly growing 
importance of developing a 
sustainable society. 

CH OSMAN 
Aberdeen 


British Museum: 
dear the car park 

Sin I am delighted that the eyesore 
of car parking is to be removed 

from the courtyard of the 
Courtauld Gallery at Somerset 
House (report, 28 July). 

Now, can we achieve the same at 
the British Museum? It is a 
disgrace that cars are allowed to 
clog the entrance and the space 
around this great building. 

PHILIP STOTT 
Gravesend. Kent 




The battle 


not to be 


left behind 


Despite a shared political heritage, Tony Blair’s 
New Labour government is very different from 
Lionel Jospin’s new Socialist one John Lichfield 
asks which is most likely to deliver on its promises 


P resident Chirac loves his little jokes, 
even in defeat. When Tony Blair went 
to the Elysee palace for lunch in June, 
the Gaullist President greeted him 
warmly and congratulated him on his 
first month in office. But he added: “You must 
go further, if you are going to keep up with us 
Socialists ..." 

It was a pleasant little joke, which worked on 
three levels. Mr Chirac was mocking himself 
because his centre-right coalition had lost the par- 
liamentary election two weeks before. Second, he 
was leasing Mr Blair, for having seamlessly and 
cheerily abandoned the use of ute word socialist. 
Third. 'he was suggesting that the simultaneous 
success of the left in London and Paris, for the 
first time in half a century, mi gh t be an invitation 
to cross-channel competition, rather than broth- 
erly understanding. 

On that same day. the newly-installed Social- 
ist Prime Minister, Lionel Jospin, could find no 
time to see the visiting Labour Prime Minister. 
There was a flurry of speculation, in both the 
British and French press, that the two men had 
conceived an instant dislike for one another. The 
speculation (including some by the present 
writer) has since been dismissed by French and 
British officials as misplaced: Jospin and Blair, 
they say, get on perfectly well. Although no firm 
plans have yet been made, the two prime minis- 
ters hope to' meet informally during their holidays 
this month, dose to Mr Jospin’s political base 
south of Toulouse. 

What remains certain is that, whether they like 
it or not whether they like each other or not. 
Jospin and Blair are rivals. They are rivals for the 
moral and actual leadership of the European 
centre-left; but also in a perverse way. they are 
domestic rivals. 

If Jospin succeeds, with a more intervention- 
ist. more demand-oriented programme than 
New Labour, the success wfll be thrown in Blair’s 
face by Labour dissidents and Guardian leader- 
writers. If Blair succeeds while preserving, the mar- 
ket orthodoxies of the Eighties and Nineties, never 


(fomestK demand is falling; unemployment is stifi 
rising (up to 12.6 percent in JunejL Hehas to co- 
habit with President Chirac, who can pick his 
opportunities to trip him up. He has a slender par- 
liamentary majority, which includes Communists, 
Greens and radical socialists, who have very dif- 
ferent ideas to his own (and to one another). 

The first weeks in office - 100 days for Blair, 
60 for Jospin -seem to have produced a dearvic- 
tory for Blairism. The Prime Ministers popular- 
ity has increased; he has made few mistakes; the 
Government has remained disciplined and, pub- 
licly at least, united. Gordon Brown’s Budget was 
a media and public relations triumph (even if the 
markets still have doubts). 

Jospin, by contrast, got himself into a series of 
muddles over the European angle currency, the 
Renault closure in Belgium and immigration. His 
ministers contradicted one another publicly. His 
popularity has declined (but not much). 

Partly this can be explained functionally. Blair 
knew that he was going to win the election: he 
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quite accepted in Ranee, his success wB be seized 
by the French right (is already being seized) as a 
cudgel with which to beat “Jospimsme”. 

In one sense, this is inevitable. The two men 
are trying to answer the same question; what are 
left-of-centre politics for in a post-socialist wadd? 
In another sense, comparison is unfair, or mis- 
leading the two men are sitting examinations with 
different questions. Britain and France are neigh- 
bouring but cfegamifar countries which are at dif- 
ferent Sages in their political and economic cycles. 

Alter the achievements, but also the excesses 
of 18 years of dogmatic Conservatism, Ttmy Blair 
inherited something very rare m politics: a boom- 
ing economy coupled with a popular thirst for 
change. Unemployment is low; growth irre- 
pressible. So much sc that his chief problem is to 
prevent boated domestic demand from boffing up 
into inflation. He has a gargantuan majority and 
no organised opposition. 

Lionel Jospin inherits a series ofbotched semi- 
reforms, stretching back over six years and three 



had several years to prepare for office. Labour 
was carefol to promise nothing h could not deliver. 
Jospin, like everyone else, thought that be was 
going to lose the election, which in any case came 
sooner than expected The French Socialist pro- 
gramme was an attempt to limit the electoral 
damage: no one expected to have to implement 
iL Up to 700,000 jobs would be created through 
state spending, half in state jobs. Weekly work- 
ing hours would be reduced from 39 to 35 with 
no loss of pay. There would be no austerity pro- 
gramme. No tax rises. Frames would stiD meet the 
budget criteria for joining Economic and Mone- 


truth. growth, whirfis nothing of his making, may 
rescue Jospin. 


Despite the rise in unemployment in June, the 
ltlook for the French economy is now the best 


6 The two men are both 
trying to say what left-of- 
centre politics are for in 
a post-socialist world 9 


tary Union (Emu). Mr Jospin, like an escapolo- 
gist throwing away the key to his chains, added a 


final promise: to keep all his promises. 

But, two months into office, Jospin’s record is 
far from (fisastrous or discreditable. The shilly- 
shallying over whether France would make the 
Emu guideline of 3 per cent of GNP budget deficit 
this year seemed like incompetence. Some of the 
confusion was damaging . But look at the overall 
effect It has prepared market opinion Co regard 
a near-miss as a triumph. The stop-gap budget 
proposals announced last month were a fodfee, if 
you like, but also a brilliant exercise in playing for 
time. The one-off taxes on the largest and most 
profitable businesses are broader than Gordon 
Brown’s windfall tax. cm privatised utilities but little 
differentia principle. Rjr the time being, Jospin, 
with a very poor band, has simultaneously 
appeased the Germans (just), the markets, the 
Communists, and French public opinion. 

Jospin is not as immediately likable as Blair. 
He may not (yet) have thought so deeply about 
the future of the left. But he should not be dis- 
missed lightly. He may have the one quality vital 
to all successful politics: hick. Jospin promised 
that his programme would rekindle growth; in 


outlook for the French economy is now the best 
it has been in five years. The franc has sunk by 
20 per cent against the dollar and the pound in 
eight months. Inflation remains scarcely percep- 
tible. Interest rates are low. Exports! already 
booming for months, have now became frantically 
good. According to a semi-official projection, the 
Bench economy should grow at an annual rate 
of 3 per cent in the second half of this year, the 
same as Britain’s. 

It may take a while for domestic demand to 
respond, and unemployment to falL But any sus- 
tained increase in growth will ease Mr Jospin’s 
task in squaring the cirde of his election pledges 
over the next couple of years. 

And here is the nib. A short-term recovery of 
growth would be welcome but it would do noth- 
ing to solve the longer-term ills of the French 
economy. It may allow Mr Jospin to muddle 
through his five years without achieving much. On 
the other hand, it could give him an opportunity 
to be as creative as Tbny Blair, in some ways more 
creative. 

Unlike Mr Blair and President Clinton. 
Mr Jospin does not follow a Thatcher or a 
Reagan. The US and British state sectors have 
shrunk in the last 20 years; in France the state has 
grown. One in four French people who have a job 
work, in someway, for the government This may 
not, in itself, be as important as the corpora tist 
attitudes in France; the aversion to risk; the lack 
of productive investment The expert boom is star- 


tling but it depends mostly on traditional luxury 
goods, subsidised form produce, weaponry and 


machinery from state-controlled, or state-influ- 
enced, industries. Exports are exports are exports. 


But France, unlike, say Italy, remains poor at 
creating the kind of snail or medium hi-tech and 
service companies which are rich in new jobs; 
hence, in port, the stubbornly high levels of 
unemployment 

The philosophical underpinning to Blairism 
(but also to the successful social-democratic 
models in the Netherlands or Denmark) is that 
you must create wealth before you spend it. The 
creation of wealth is seen as a matter for indi- 
viduals and businesses; the spending of wealth, a 


matter for mdrviduals but also, more than Thatch- 
erism would accept, the state. Blairism, if it deliv- 
ers its promises, believes in the private creation 
of wealth but public investment in health and edu- 
cation and training. It believes in public service, 
although not much in public ownership. 

The' relative clarity of this vision is possible 
because Thatcherism went before. Ranee has not 
been through this revolution, a revolution of atti- 
tudes as much as structures. Fiance - and not jua 
the French left - is still persuaded that the state 
can create wealth or should be part of that process, 
hence the Socialists’ promise to create more state 
employment and tinker with working hours. 
There are superficial similarities between Gordon 
Brown's welfare-ro-work programme aad 
Mr Jospin's new-jobs-for-youth. But the British 
programme is about training; the French pro- 
gramme about creating from thin air new state, 
or state -subsidised jobs. 

In truth. Jospin and some of his minsters do 
sometimes think more like Blair and his team than 
the conventional wisdom allows. Jospin in his first 
speech to parliament made a distinction between 
public ownership and public service. It now 
seems inevitable that, partly for budgetary rea- 
sons, some degree of privatisation will continue, 
whatever his Communist junior partners in gov- 
ernment might think. Jospin also gave notice that 
welfare for the middle classes may have to come 
ro an end (aka the abolition of university grants 
in Britain). The quarter-completed reform of the 
public health service maybe abandoned in favour 
of something much more radical, perhaps mare 
private insurance for the retatively well-off Again 
budgetary need could lead the way. At the same 
time, the older thinking persists. The plan to 
reduce working hours is dear to the Communists, 
and some Socialists, and will be pursued. 

Mr Jospin, in other words, is constructing 
Jospinisme as he goes along. If he is lucky with 
the economy over the next couple of years, he 
could re-set his own examina tion paper and 
attempt a more ambitious reform. Will he? It is 
not to be excluded. But be does not have the polit- 
ical freedom of action of New Labour. The sim- 
ilarities between Jospin and Blair may be greater 
than commentators imag ine. The greatest dif- 
ference, however, is in the countries they have to 
govern, and that is a big difference. 


Btafr was 
careful to 


prom ise 
nothing he 
could not 
defivec. 
Jospin 
thought he 
was going 
to lose the 
election: 
he never 
expected to 
have to 
implement 
the French 
Socialist 
programme 
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A lesson in how not to pull on the dance floor 


D ifferent cultures must 
be respected, not least 
because they might 


-L/ because they might 
actually have something to 
teach us. Writing from a New 
Labour perspective, it is 
dear to me that arranged 
marriages, for instance, are 
probably a far better idea 
than we romantic Westerners 
have been prepared to 
admit. Infatuation and 
sexual attraction wear off. 


thought - an attack by 
Kurdish extremists, but was 
the consequence of a terrible 
accident. Apparently, a 
grenade worn by one of the 
men attending the wedding 


bad gone off after the pin 
had been pulled out - 


What matters (as Tbny has 
said) is the ability to provide 
e stable home for the 
children, and - let’s face it - 
one's parents may well be 
better judges of long-term 
compatibility than one’s 
callow self. They have been 
there. 

But sometimes it is hard 
to look at other civilisations 
with, the open mind and dear 
eye that true tolerance 
requires. And so it was 
yesterday with me and the 
TUrkish wedding. The 
celebration in question took 
place over the weekend in a 
small town dose to the Iraqi 
border, and ended in tragedy 
when a hand grenade 
exploded in the middle of 
the feast. As the incident was 
being investigated, however, 
it was discovered that this 
had not been - as was first 


probably snagged on the 
clothing of a passing dancer. 

Try as one mi gh t, it is bard 
to recognise the utility in a 
custom involving the wearing 
of volatile explosives at 
crowded functions. When 
you hire a harmless tuxedo 
for a cousin's wedding, Lhe 
most offence you wfll cause 
is down to your misjudged, 
violently coloured waistcoat, 
or that nasty-looking 
cummerbund. Down on the 
Iraqi border, however, as the 
donkey cart awaits, Kemal is 



David 

Aaronovitch 


giving a final polish to his 
grenades. Perhaps his wife 


even adjusts them slightly, 
getting her husband to do a 
quick - but careful - twirl. 
When they arrive at the feast 
he is the object of 
admiration. “What a 
fabulous outfit!” his relations 
all tell him. “And where did 
you get the grenades?” 

“In town. They’re live, you 
know,” he proudly informs 
them. “Oh!” they reply, 
impressed, “and now you 


must come on to the 
crowded dance floor and do 
some very energetic folk 
numbers. But mind the pin.” 
Kemal, whichever way you 
look at it and whatever 
allowances you make for 
cultural idiosyncrasy, is a 
cretin. Or, rather, was a 
cretin. And any so-called 
civilisation that allows 
someone like him to play 
hopscotch dressed in bombs 
is surely deficient. Perhaps 
other guests arrived 
festooned in land-mines, or 
with rockets in their belts. 
Which, naturally, brings me 
to the late William 


Burroughs. Burroughs, you 
may recall, outlived the 
woman he called his wife by 
46 years. He pulled off this 
impressive trick of 
differential longevity by 
shooting her in 1951. In a 
flat above a bar in Mexico 
City - during a party - the 
inebriated writer produced a 
gun (he loved guns in his 
life), informed those present 
that he was about to repeat 
his famous W illiam Tfefl 
routine, put a glass on 
Mrs Burroughs’s head and 
fired. The glass remained 
intact. 

Burroughs, however, was 
not a cretin. He was a great 
writer Edith Sitwell didn’t 
like him, which proves iL If it 
was Kemal's stupidity and 
predisposition towards 
reckless violence that, 
predictably, killed the 
wedding guests, it was 
Burroughs's dangerous, 
rebellious and admirable 
spirit that - unfortunately - 
killed his missus. This same 
awkward relativism was also 
apparent in some of the 
reporting of this week's 
American Indigenous 
Games. The Games include 
successful sports like football 
(invented by the Tolmecs), 
volleyball (the Aztecs), 


lacrosse (the Huron), and 
some less well-known Ones 
such as war canoe racing 
(first one to the waterfall 
gets to kill the Jesuit)! But 
there is also a rather 
unusual, silly and sligh tly 
laughable game involving 
lying face down on the ‘ 
ground, putting all one’s 
weight on one’s knuckles and 
toes, and, from this bizarre 
position, sprin g in g forward 
as far as you possibly can. 
Pretty daft, en? NO wonder 
that one never caught on. 
“Barry, look at those 
superbly developed knuckles. 
And there he goes! Oh, it 
must be dose to Iff 3, a 
world record!” 

But wait a minute. If yon • 
think that sounds mad, then 
imagin e yourself hying to 
explain to a Mayan or a. 
Seminole, the rudiments of 
the triple jump (“wefl, first 
you hop on one leg as far as 
you can, then you do one of 
those little coltish strings 
that small kids do, and 
finally, you ...”), or the pole 
vault (“take a 10ft pole, ran, 
stick the pole in the ground, 
and use it to lever yourself 
over a high bar, falling to the . 
ground on the other side”). 
Let alone synchronised 
swimming 
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Afinal snipeatlte 1 g 0 the UK is past its 

Jas p Governor goes , , TTT , , i .9 

wide of the mark DGSt. tO DGt • 


I t nothing L *Jse , h u- L , 
publicised fooSlv h ¥ h * 
whether the ,m ° 

ES&tfSE 

5™ bleb y, auiho?of 

S=-“irS 

vraon and radio bulletihi a i« 

K™ly^ncd,^“ 

an unusual spate of oth- 
erwise 'rather unfavourable nuh 

oSer r , lhe 

nhi lh consequence should 

obscure the fact that this is 

iSESfato** ,ar 8 c and his- 
toriGally quite important: the 

fe 11 ? niggle within 
Whitehall and the very highest 

S*®* ? f the Conservative 
rany 10 imprint on posterity 
competing versions of Britain's 
last great retreat from empire 
, . wlmisters could scarcely have 
blocked this inquiry. Bui real as 
it is, it s a pretty odd one. Appar- 
ently sanctioned by the outgoing 
Permanent Secretary Sir John 
Coles, it had by yesterday made 
no effort to interview a man who 
you would have thought mi gh t 
be a prime witness, namely Mr 
Patten himself. Secondly, there 
is next to no chance of proving, 
short of Mr Patten announcing 
that he was in breach of the Act. 
a case against him in court. 
After all, Dimbieby is certainly 
~ aod rightly - not going to dis- 
cuss his sources. The only con- 
clusion, therefore, can be that 
this is little more than the latest 

g uerrilla engagement in the 
gbtback bv the anti-Patten 


fightback by the anti-Patten 
forces inside the Iforeign Office. 

This is a struggle that has cre- 
ated strange alliances of a son 
which cut directly across the drearily familiar 
divisions in both British Conservatism and the 
Foreign Office. On one side, for example, are 
those great China hands Lord Howe, Sir 
Edward Heath, and in a supporting role 
Michael Hescltine. backed by a group of 
mandarins and ex-mandarins led by the 
redoubtable sinologist Sir Percy Cradock. the 
longest serving Joint Intelligence committee 
chairman under Margaret Thatcher. On the 
other, Chris Patten, and - more or less - Dou- 
glas Hurd, and, since 1992, Lady Thatcher her- 
self (whose consistent backing for Patten's 
Governorship is not as fully acknowledged by 
Mr Dimbieby as it might have been). Both Sir 
Percy and Lord Howe yesterday were dismis- 
sive of the row over leaks - pointing out cor- 
rectly that it was a distraction from the real 
argument over Patten’s conduct as Governor. 

At the heart of the dispute is the democracy 
question. And specifically whether Patten was 
right to fight successfully in 1994 for direct dec- - 
tions to the Legislative Council (LegCo) or 
whether, as the China bands claim, it merely 
served to infuriate the Chinese leadership and 
interfere with the “smooth transition” from 
British rule. Once upon a time we were told, 
with total confidence, that the "people of Hong 
Kong don’t want democracy”. That wholly 
untested proposition was exploded by the dear 
evidence that they did. So now the China 
bands’ modified argument is that Patten’s 
actions may have ddayed the introduction of 
democratic elections in Hong Kong by the Chi- 
nese government. This 111 -substantiated claim 
continues to be made. Yet Yet Patten's Gov- 
ernorship succeeded both in nurturing demo- 
cratic politicians in Hong Kong, and ensuring 


IlllliaB that the US will watch its 
progress closely. What has infu- 
rial ctl t he Foreign Office man- 
darinatc is the ample and 
~ unsavoury light Dimbieby sheds 

on the secret negotiations in the 
*nid l98Us, during which senior 
' British officials bent over back- 

•r * . wards to reassure the Chinese 

— . government that the proposal 

-/ V ' 1 for direct elections from 1988 

• >'i~. should not be read as a com- 

- ' j-J/ mitmcnL It was this clandestine 

K- : backtracking which led to a 

^ secret deal to postpone the 

direct elections - other than for 
Hnnald a handful of LegCo scats - pro- 

vided that China committed 
Macintvre herself 10 introduce direct dec- 
" tions some time after 1997. It 

___ was this deal which, in effect. 

What has embarrassingly 

' broke when he introduced a 
hill for direct elections to 
1111 UI Idtea LegCo in 1994. Almost unbe- 
lievably, it had survived a con- 
LIlc V U sultation exercise which the 

. Hong Kong government, appar- 

mandarins ently under orders from the 

. _ Foreign Office, quite simply 

is the light gerrymandered. The result was 

& a majority well in excess of two 

TVimKIrtVwr’e lo 000 >n favour of elections. 

asmiuny s Blll thc H ong Kong g0VC m- 

KnnV oKrvivf ment lhen hit on a wheeze 

uuun. ctLtUut which would have done credit 

tji i i j lo ntost tin pot totalitarian 
1 aULGri SxlGQS slate. Most of the signatures 

, against were on pre-prinled 

on the secret forms handed out by the pro- , 

China groups. Most of those in 

negotiations [ avour ^ rcre on ^0™. so the 

& Hong Kong government simply 

in tViP lOOHc gave lhe P re 'pr>ntcd forms 

±11 uic l«TOWo more weight than the petitions 

and cheerily announced that the 
survey had gone against direct 
democracy. 

There is something grimly 
appropriate that all this should 
now be the subject of an Official Secrets Act 
enquiry. There have been dark mutterings in 
Whitehall that Dimbleby's book contained sen- 
sitive intelligence material. But what material? 
Nobody seriously believes, for example, that 
the British government knew only through 
intelligence dial Peking was actively commu- 
nicating with its supporters in Hong Kong. It 
was scarcely secret at the time. What has really 
angered officials about Dimbleby's book, 
surely, is not material in it that jeopardised 
national security at all; most of the revelations 
in Dimbleby’s book are of information known 
both to the British government and an often 
far from friendly foreign power - but not lo 
the British or Hong Kong people. (It would be 
nice to think that almost everything revealed 
in Dimbleby's book would be automatically 
available under the Government's promised 
Freedom of Information Art. That is far from 
certain; and depends in large part on how nar- 
rowly ministers draw the category of “advice 
to ministers” which they intend to exclude from 
the scope of the Act). No, it’s appropriate 
because secrecy is a lot of what this chapter of 
British history is about One of the most ring- 
ing passages of the book is the one in which 
diplomats like Sir Robin McLaren, then 
adviser to the Hong Kong government, 
recoiled from Margaret Thatcher’s rather 
modest demand that they report the progress 
of negotiations leading to the 1984 Joint Dec- 
laration to the Hong Kong executive council. 
The current official secrets inquiry wDl surely 
soon be finished. A more fruitful follow-up 
might be an inquiry into what lessons might be 
learned from the way negotiations were con- 
ducted from 1979 to 1990. 


by Andreas Whittam Smith 



The good old days? One in five children in the UK now lives with a single parent and a further one in 12 Eves in a step-family 


I have recently had thc 
conversation we all have 
from time to time. My 
friend Max said sud- 
denly: “You know, the 
countiy is finished.” He had in 
mind the decline in church- 
going, the diminished role of 
marriage and the rise in the 
number of abortions. I. the 
perennial optimist, disagreed 
with Max's conclusions and 
wanted to frame some sort of 
bet - 1 would pay up in so many 
years’ time if the country was 
truly finished, and he would 
reward me if it wasn’t. So I have 
been casting about to find ways 
of measuring a nation's well- 
being. 

A good starting place is the 
Human Development Index, 
calculated by the United 
Nations. The components are 
longevity, knowledge and 
income. Longevity is life 
expectancy at birth; knowledge 
is defiaed as a combination of 
adult literacy and years of 
schooling: and income is 
income. Professor Crafts at the 
London School of Economics 
has compiled Lhe index for 25 
countries, and carried the series 
back to 1870 for 16 of them. 
The UK was in second place in 
1870 (after Australia and 
before the United States). It 
had slipped to fourth by 1913, 
was fifth in 1950, and seventh 
in 1970. In 1992 it was 10th, one 
behind the Netherlands and 
just ahead of Germany wiLh 
the first three spots occupied by 
Canada. Switzerland and 
Japan. 

Taking wealth creation 
alone, I would adjust the stan- 
dard measurement in two ways. 
First, account should be taken 


of hours worked for a given 
output, so that the amount of 
leisure time we enjoy is implic- 
itly recognised. In the UK, the 
annual hours worked per per- 
son have fallen from just under 
60 hours a week in 1870 to half 
that in 1992. In South Korea, 
on thc other hand, the average 
working week went up from 45 
hours in 1950 to 56 hours 40 
years later. On this measure the 
UK is the 1 1th most productive 
economy in thc world, ahead 


tral heating, and more than 
two-thirds own a video cas- 
sette recorder. 

Max was right to mention the 
family, but not in terms of 
whether couples were marrying 
or cohabiting. The important 
test is the sort of settings in 
which children are being 
brought up. For it is beyond 
doubt that the outcomes are 
more likely to be favourable in 
two-parent families than in 
lone-parent households. It is 


18 in Germany, the Nether- 
lands. Belgium and France are 
twice as high as they are here. 

The number of notifiable 
offences recorded by the police 
in England and Wales has 
increased steadily from the 
early 1950s, when there were 
fewer than half a million a 
year, to more than five million 
nowadays. And remember that 
only just under half the number 
of crimes actually committed 
are reported to the police - 


Of the eight tests of a nation’s progress, 
Britain passes four, but Mis in terms of 
equality, family structure, crime and pollution 


even of Japan, in 16th place. 

The second adjustment con- 
cerns equality'. After decades of 
stability, thc gap between the 
rich and the poor in the UK 
began to widen during the 
1980s. Between then and the 
middle of the 1990s. people in 
the top 20 per cent of incomes 
experienced a rise in their earn- 
ings of 45 per cent in real 
terms, while those in the bot- 
tom fifth saw their incomes 
grow by only 9 per cent. 

Inequality is repugnant in 
itself, and it will have unpleas- 
ant consequences. That there 
have not been until now may be 
explained by the fact that 
people's circumstances change 
quite rapidly, so that some of 
those classified as poor at any 
one time will be able to 
improve their situation while 
others are sinking. Thus, more 
than half the people in the low- 
est 1 0 per cent of incomes own 
a car, three-quarters have cen- 


siropty harder to bring up chil- 
dren alone than with both par- 
ents. Yet one in five children in 
the UK lives with a single par- 
ent and a further one in 12 lives 
in a step-family: an enormous 
change since the early 1970s. 
when more than nine in 10 chil- 
dren lived with two parents. 

To the four criteria 1 have 
already mentioned, I must add 
a further four: education, 
crime, pollution and freedom. 
Forty years ago. 40 per cent of 
17-year-old boys had the equiv- 
alent of one or more GCSE 
grades A to C and only 20 per 
cent of girls. Since then, two 
good things have happened: 
the gender gap has disappeared 
and the proportion has risen to 
SO per cent. At the same time, 
there has been a substantial 
increase in the number of 
young people engaging in 
higher education. But look 
across the English Channel. 
The participation rates at age ' 


because some may be consid- 
ered too trivial or because it 
was thought that the police 
could do nothing, or because 
the matter was handled without 
police intervention. There was 
a particularly sharp rise in 
crime during the second half of 
the 1980s, but since then, 
thankfully, there has been a 
slowing down. 

In measuring pollution, I 
would concentrate on emis- 
sions of carbon dioxide, 
because they do the most harm 
to the global atmosphere. 
Emissions for industrial and 
domestic use fell between 1971 




and 1993, but transport emis- 
sions rose by 63 per cent. Dur- 
ing the same period, there was 
an increase of just over half in 
the average daily flow of vehi- 
cles on our roads. About a 
quarter of all households have 
two cars: If only one measure 
of damage done to the envi- 
ronment can be selected, then 
pollution caused by cars seems 
to me to be the key test. 

How can we measure politi- 
cal freedom? The Heritage 
Foundation in Washington 
assesses economic freedom. 
The Committee lo Protect 
Journalists in New York mon- 
itors press freedom. Amnesty’s 
reports are an invaluable 
source of information. A 
Berlin-based organisation. 
Transparency International, 
lists countries according to 
their degree of comiption. At 
present, Denmark is ranked as 
the least corrupt and Nigeria as 
the world champions of sleaze. 
The UK generally comes out 
well on such criteria. 

The preliminary result is that 
of the eight tests, the UK passes 
four - human development 
wealth creation, education and 
freedom - but fails in terms of 
equality, family structure, crime 
and pollution. Thus I am not 
winning the bet as easily as I 
expected. But, of course, I 
remain optimistic. 


The traveller’s thoughts on setting out 
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I decided to take a chance on the 
apricots. Everything else that 
was perishable I put on the 
kitchen table in a large mound and 
ate it: half a carton of houmous, the 
remnants of a summer pudding, two 
raw carrots, a whole packet of beet- 
root, a pound of peas in their shells, 
a quarter of a treade tart and half a 
loaf of date and apricot oat bread. It 
would take just over four weeks I 
reckoned to complete my tour 
through what Daniel Defoe in the 
18th century referred to as The 
Whole Island of Great Britain. I like 
my apricots intense and wizened so 
I put them in a bowl on the window 
ledge where they would get the full 
sun and left them for my return. 
Then I finished off everything on the 
table in a gargantuan udying. 

Then: is something about a journey 
which responds to the human msanct 
for tidiness. They are bits of Iffejou 
can plan for, I thought as I shuffled 
thrijugbniy wardrobe ^ tryingto decide 
wbat was the mrnnuum Iwould need 

for three weeks on the road. I would 

have to appear presentable for evety- 
one from a Japanese mdutfnab# m 
the former coalmining areas of the 
Welsh valleys to the occupant of a 
hostel for the homeless in Edinburgh- 
In between there would be the pros- 
perous business folk of Ulster, an 

extended Hindu family celebrating a 

Vedic coming of age near Leicester, 
the countryfolk attending the West- 
morland wrestling at Cockermouth 
Agricultural Show and. a variety ot 
bS-and-breakfast landladies. The 
bag also had to be. light enough to 
cany while walking. . 

Packing fo such orcnmstances is 
more than au act of economy. It is an 
CTHiifinrial moment of self-definition: 
to this your life must be reduced - a 


finen jacket, a thin waterproof, two 
pairs of lightweight trousers, half-a- 
dozen shirts, underwear, socks and a 
tiny bag of toDetries. Tkke risks, I told 
myself, and deckled against a pullover 
or second pair of shoes. In the hope 
of sun I took out a straw hat, said a 
pre-emptive farewell to it on the 
grounds that I was certain to lose it 
somewhere eu route and jammed it on 
my head. Journeys, since they begin 
and end at home, always start and fin- 
ish with the familiar. Even so, it was 
odd to arrive at Waterloo station, 
through whose vast concourse I pass 
every day amidst tens of thousands of 
other scurrying commuters, and view 
it in a different mood.- When I 
emerged from the humid atmosphere 
of the Underground station, where the 
tepid, soupy air tasted as if it had been 
circ ulating for more than half a cen- 
tury, it was pub-closing time. 

By ffie entrance to the platforms 
was the usual array of weary-eyed 
late office workers. Some rushed by 
in a hurry, mobile phones to their 
ears. Others stuffed their mouths 
with the kind of- hasty greed which 
the solitary consumption of fast food 
seems particularly to induce. Others, 
visibly bearing the signs of drink, 
stood looking blankly up at the dick- 
ing destination board as if awaiting 
some sign of hope. For all of them it 
was a mere place of passage; for me 
it was a point of departure. As they 
headed for the commuter-belt trains 
I moved away towards the sleeper to 
Penzance. Singularity of purpose is 
what marks out the act of travelling. 

A sense of having left behind the 
miotidian is what characterises the, 
accounts of those who have set out 
nn a tour of the island before. Some, 
\vL one of the first who left a record, 
the pilgrim monk William of " 
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Worcesire in the 1470s, become 
obsessed with the cost of the exercise 
or with the trivia of topography. But 
all in some way, in the words of 
William of Malmesbury who pre- 
ceded his namesake in the 12th cen- 
tury, “hold a glass up to the nation”. 

With some it is necessary to read 
between the lines: in 1534 John 
Leland, the King’s Antiquary, was 
touring to catalogue for Henry vm 
the lootable manuscripts of the 
monasteries, and Daniel Defoe's 
journeys were undertaken as a secret 
agent to spy on the views of local wor- 
thies for his master, the Tbty politi- 
cian Lord Harley. With others, like 
George OrweD on the road to Wigan 
Pier, J B Priestley on his English 
Journey or a host of modern travel- 
writers, the overt intention has been 
to take the pulse of the nation. 

I resolved to do the same. In 
Blair’s Britain the social pendulum 
is to swing, we are told, from rights 
and individualism to responsibilities 
and community. Was this some han- 
kering after a golden age or might 
such things still be possible in this 
pre-roillenmal age? And if so would 
this New Jerusalem be found in the 
town or the country, at work or at 
play, amid prosperity or adversity? 
My thoughts took a more vulgar turn 
as I approached the train. Would I 
get a tarter or a snorer, I wondered, 
as I d imbed aboard and sought my 
berth. Past experience on sleepers 
bad invariably offered a companion 
with some anti-social traits in the 
bunk above or below, for on British 
Rail sleepers the solo traveller must 
share a compartment with a stranger. 
And even on those occasions when 
no one dimhs into the other bunk the 
possibility of their later arrival pre- 
serves an odd public quality to the 


tiny space with its two sets of dan- 
gling leather-padded clothes hangers 
and its foldaway sink in which you 
and an unknown individual must 
perform a cramped postage-stamp 
minuet. Perhaps this time, it suddenly 
occurred to me, guiltily recalling the 
massive clearance of houmous, raw 
peas and beetroot, the nocturnal 
nuisance might be me. 

But this time there was no upper 
berth. The top bunk was packed still 
inside the wall of the little cabin. With 
its single bed the space took on the 
air of a monastic celL Something in 
it prompted me to unpack my sparse 
belongings and set them neatly cm the 
bed as if for a kit inspection. 

With the same precision I 
unpacked the Great western com- 
plementary overnight toilet bag and 
arranged its contents in a line: paper 
floor mat, flannel, aromatherapy go- 
to-sleep face wipe and refreshing 
wake-up spray together with an angu- 
lar green plastic shoe horn, comb and 
toothbrush. What land of person 
would come on a journey like this so 
ill-prepared as to need all this, r won- 
dered to myself and then unpacked 
my own toilet bags to discover the 
answer was ... someone like me. I had 
forgotten both brush and toothpaste. 

I climbed into the starchy sheets, hav- 
ing set the tbennastai to cool in antic- 
ipation of over-generous heating, 
and tried to sleep. Outside the unnat- 
urally bright tones of the recorded i 
departure announcements told me 
that the last train to my home in the 
Surrey suburbs was about to leave. 

The sleeper was late in leaving. I 
pulled another blanket around me 
and drifted off. At 12.57am, an hour 
behind schedule, I half woke at the 
gentle jolt as the train left London 
and beaded West. 




If you are 50 
or over, you 
could save 
with Saga, 
call us NOW 

You will know how expensive 
home insurance can be. 
Thankfully, if you are aged 50 
or over you can benefit from 
Saga Home Insurance, a 
superior household insurance 
that is only available to mature, 
responsible people like you. 

Saga Insures More Homes 
What is more. Saga Home 
Insurance is now able to cover 
an even wider range of properties. 
So even if we have been unable 
to offer you cover in the past, 
why not call today FREE. 

The Saga Price Promise 
If you find another comparable 
policy at a lower price within 2 
months of taking out Saga 
Home Insurance, we will 
refund you the difference. 


SAGA 


INSURANCE SERVICES 

Sana Immce Scnfeo, FREEPOST 731 
MUdribag Square. FolkaUMe C120 iAZ 



• Insurance cover is 
comprehensive and 
km cost 

■ FREE 24 hour 
domestic emergency 
and legal helpline 

■ FREE pen with 

your quotation 

Call us today 

Fbr your free no 
obligation quote simply 
call us on the number 
below. To help us 
help you, please have 
all relevant details to 
hand when you call. 

0800 
414 525 

quoting reference 

ID8701 

Ltarc apea Maodqr to Frtfejr 

UOan • 7pm. Saturday* tea . Ip* 


Sa&j Insurance Services would like io send you information About other Saga 
products and services and may pas* on your details io other Saga 
companies far this purpose. 
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British Gas triumphs in domestic trials 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

British Gas has emerged as the 
surprise winner from the trials 
of domestic competition, ac- 
cording to confidential industry 
research, which shows the com- 
pany has unexpectedly kept 
hold of the hulk of its highest 
spending customers. 

The survey, commissioned 
by the Hectridty Association for 
rival suppliers and seen by 77w 
Independent. shows that new en- 
trants into the market have 
been most successful in per- 
suading lower-spending house- 
holds Co abandon British Gas, 
the opposite outcome to that 
predicted. 

It provides grim reading for 


ndependent gas companies, 
ritich are already grappling 


inc 

whicl v o—rr o 

with non-existent profit margins, 
because the most recent trial in- 
volves one of the UK’s most af- 
fluent regions. More than 
300,000 homes have so far de- 
serted British Gas in the latest 
trials, which involve 1.4 million 
homes in Avon and Dorset and 
Kent and Sussex. 

In addition, a separate un- 
published study into the first 
com petition trial in Cornwall, 
Devon and Somerset, also by 
Lhe Electricity Association, re- 
vealed that more than a third of 
customers who switched from 
British Gas were overcharged, 
some massively so, in their last 
bill from the company. 

The most surprising finding 


from the first survey, carried out 
in June, is that new suppliers 
have grabbed their biggest 
foothold in the “C2” social 
bracket, which make up 28 per 
cent of homes that have 
switched supplier. 

In contrast the wealthiest 
households in the professional 
and managerial “AB" segment 
who generally have the biggest 
gas bills, have given the exper- 
iment a notably cooler reception, 
accounting for 25 per cent of 
those moving to rival companies. 
Such customers, which provide 
gas suppliers with their main 
source of profits, could expect 
to make ranch greater savings on 
annual bills of at least £500. 

Even the lowest “DE" social 
category used by market re- 
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searchers is responsible for 
some 23 per cent of homes 
which have left British Gas. at- 
tracted by savings of up to 25 per 
cent. More than half of the 


switchers lived in three-bed- 
roomed houses, while just 20 
per cent owned four-bed- 
roomed or larger properties. 

Privately, rival suppliers had 


hoped to £rab a much larger 
slice of big-spending homes 
from Centnca, the demerged 
British Gas supply business. 
Though they are obliged to sell 
to all social groups, it would be 
much harder to make profits 

without a substantial proportion 
of wealthier consumers. 

One independent supplier 

said: “Centrica musi be laughing 

at these figures. It may not be in- 
tentional but they've managed to 
off-load some of their least prof- 
itable customers on to us.“ 

The survey is likely to lead to 
renewed concern that profits in 
the domestic energy business 
are too small to encourage po- 
tential competitors like the 
supermarket chains or oil giants 
to pin in. Groups such as Sains- 


bery’s, Tesco and British Pe- 
troleum are all thought to have 
rejected selling gas, disap- 
pointing the industry regulator . 

Of die four largest indepen- 
dent gas companies, Scottish- 
Power has been the most 
successful in the latest trials, ac- 
cording to the Electricity Assoc- 
iarin n, with more than 35 percent 
of its customers m the AB cate- 
gory. ScottishFower's market 
share of mare than 22 per cent 

is also the largest doselv followed 

by Calories, a joint venture be- 
tween Caior and Texaco. But only 
15 per cent of Cakfftexs cus- 
tomers are in the AB group. 
Eastern Natural Gas, owned 

is som^^^behind in fourth 
place, with 12 per cent of the 


market. Individual customers 
numbers have never been re- 
vealed by the regulator. 

The second report, into cus- 
tomer satisfaction in the earliest 
contrition trial, painls a bleak 

picture of widespread billing 
chaos, with 35 per cent of switch- 
es riaimmg they were over- 
charged m thefr M British Gas 

bill The research reveals ih3t 15 

per cent of consumers who 
switched supplier believed they 
were “massively'' overcharged. 

Some customers had hun- 
dreds of pounds accidentally 
debited from their bock ac- 
counts after British Gas mis- 
calculated their final bills, a 
mistake blamed on faulty com- 
puter data. British Gas later 
apologised for the mess. 




Pearson sets 
out plans to 
double value 


Andrew Yates 


Marjorie Scardino. the chief ex- 
ecutive of Pearson, yesterday 
pledged to double the size of the 
mcdia-to-emcrtainmeat con- 
glomerate over the next five 
years by achieving double dig- 
it earnings growth every year. 

She also hinted that Pearson, 
whose portfolio includes, the 
Financial Tones, Penguin books. 
Madame Tussaud's and the in- 
vestment bank Lazards. was 
likely to undergo a big restruc- 
turing in the near future, in- 
volving large acquisitions and 
disposals, to achieve this goal. 

“We are not ruling anjihing 
out. There will be a different 
cast of businesses that there are 
now but our goal remains the 
same. We have taken 666p as 
our base [Friday's dosing price] 
and we are shooting for 1332p,~ 
Ms Scardino said yesterday. 

She revelaed her ambitious 
plans as the group announced 
pre-tax profits of £8 lm ( £30m) 
for the six months to June. But 
Pearson warned that if the 
strong pound could knock pre- 
tax profits by £2Um in the 
current year. ' 

Ms Scardino also denied 
press reports of a boardroom 
rift with Pearson TV chief Greg 
Dyke and indicated that the 
television businesses will be 
part of the company's long-term 
future. 

“Just to knock this on the 
head. I'd like to say that Greg 
and I are not having open war- 
fare. It’s just not true. Pearson 
Television is one of our fastest 
growing businesses and we are 
excited about it. We are look- 
ing at how to give the TV busi- 
nesses greater scale and Greg 
and I are doing it together." Ms 
Scardino said yesterday. She 
dismissed talk of a management 
buy-out of Pearson TV as “so 
much bunk". 

Pearson confirmed plans to 
dispose of its medical publish- 
ing arm. which publishes pres- 
tigious titles such as Gray’s 
Anatomy . Analysts believe the 
business, which has an annual 


turnover of £40m, could fetch 
£60m-£S0m. 

Some analysts believe that 
Pearson will not be able to dou- 
ble its size without making sub- 
stantial acquisitions and believe 
it can easily afford to spend 
more than £30Qm on purchas- 
es. Others believe that the group 
is looking to sell leisure attrac- 
tions such as Madame Tus- 
saud’s and Alton Towers to 
raise extra cash for expansion. 
However, Ms Scardino refused 
to expand on which other busi- 
nesses are likely to be bought 
and sold. She also refused to be 
drawn on the fate of Lazards. 
Some City observers believe it 
sits awkwardly with the rest of 
the group's businesses, but Ms 
Scardino said Lazards produced 
“great profits and cashflow and 
involved little capital". 

Pearson insisted that Chan- 
nel 5. in which it owns a 24 per 
cent stake, is on track despite 
technical hitches which caused 
reception problems. The com- 
pany claims that Channel 5, 
which began broadcasting this 
spring, has picked up new view- 
ers in July and now attracts 
more than 3 per cent of the 
viewing population. 

Pearson will have to pay 
more than £7Dm in start up costs 
for the Channel over the next 
few years. However, it plans to 
produce programmes for the 
new channel, which will bring in 
around £25m this year. 

Pearson revealed that a fraud 
by one of its employees at the 
US divirion of its book publisher 
Penguin has already cost the 
group £4Sm. The employee was 
offering unauthorised discounts 
for the early payment of ac- 
counts. The employee has been 
fired and discounts withdrawn, 
with a resulting shortfall in re- 
ceipts. Overall the group be- 
lieves the fraud will cost £100m. 

In an effort to make more staff 
shareholders Ms Scardino also 
announced plans to introduce 
share option packages and a new 
scheme to allow employees 
around the world to buy shares. 

Investment column, page 17 



John Bond, chief executive of HSBC (second right) grits up after announcing another surge in earnings Photograph: AFP 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 


The chairman of HSBC Sir 
William Purves, poured cold 
water yesterday on persistent 
speculation that Britain's biggest 
financial group is poised to bid 
for another British bank. He said 
paying a premium to current 
market values in the high-flying 
sector would not be in the in- 
terests of HSBCs shareholders. 

Speaking as the group an- 
nounced much better than ex- 
pected interim figures for the rix 
months to June, Sir William 
added: “We don’t have a shop- 
ping list We’re not active in this 
field, we've done quite a lot this 
year and we’ll see that consol- 
idate before we get excited 
about other things." 

HSBC’s first-half profits of 
£2.62bn, up 13 per cent, were 
well above analysts’ expectations 
of around £2.4bn. After a higher 
than forecast 33 per cent rise in 


HSBC scorns 
speculation on 
bid for bank 


the interim dividend, to 20p a 
share, the groujp’s shares soared 
in early trading, touching a 
record high of £23.15 before 
dosing at £22J8, up 44-5p. 

Even by the standards of the 
banking sector, HSBC’s shares 
have been extraordinary per- 
formers over the past five years 
since the group acquired Mid- 
land Bank in a bid to diversify 
from its traditional Hong Kong 
base. Since the beginning of 
1993, they have risen more 
than seven-fold. 


Acquisitions by HSBC in the 
past year have focused on ex- 
panding its interests in Latin 
America, where it sees strong 
growth potential. According to 
Sir William, there is no short- 
age of opportunities for HSBC 
to buy businesses and the group 
will only consider returning ex- 
cess cash to shareholders when 
those opportunities dry up. 

Sir William said the handover 
of Hong Kong, where HSBC 
makes around half its profits, to 
China had gone smoothly. The 


group owns HongkongBank in 
the former colony and also a 
controlling stake in Hang Seng 
Bank. He said HongkongBank's 
results had been hn by a £-Wm 
underwriting loss, but declined 
to give any further details. 

The Joss pegged profits from 
HongkongBank back to £8 15m 
(£8 18m), while Hang Seng 
Bank’s profits grew 7 per cent 
to £394m (£36Sm j. 

HSBC reported growth in 
loans especially in Hong Kong, 
where the property market was 
buoyant, and in the UK where 
corporate and mortgage lend- 
ing was up. 

He said that margins were un- 
der pressure at Midland Bank 
although the bank had managed 
a sharp fall in the cost income 
ratio to 56 per cent, well down 
on the 70 per cent ratio when 
it was taken over. Midland in- 
creased profits bv 17 per cent 
to £5 12m. 

Comment, page 15 


Dial-a-Cab may take fresh route to drive for AIM 


John Willcock 


Central London's largest black 
taxi firm. Dial-a-Cab. an- 
nounced yesterday that it was 
considering ditching its friendly 
society status in favour of 
becoming a pic and floating on 
the Alternative Investment 
Market. The conversion and 
float would mean free “wind- 
fall" shares worth a minimum 
of£3J00fora!l 1.62S member 


drivers, according to Dial-a- 
Cab’s chairman. Brian Rice. 

Mr Rice said the recent 
spate of building society con- 
versions to pic status had 
“helped to focus our minds". 
He said the main reason for the 
change would be to release 
value built up by drivers who 
had spent years working for 
Dial-a-Cab. 

“We have approached the 
City advisers English Trust with 


our conversion proposals and 
they have told us that each 
member would get at least 
£3,500 and possibly substantially 
more." Mr Rice said. English 
Trust is a firm of corporate 
advisers based in Charterhouse 
Square, London. 

Dial-a-Cab was founded in 
1953 as a friendly industrial 
provident society, or a co - 
operative. Mr Rice said that all 
members have to buy one share 


in the society for £50 when they 
join, and lien they sell the 
shore back to the Society for just 
£50 when they leave, however 
long they have worked for the 
operation. 

“We have always been look- 
ing at ways to release value in 
Lhe society for our members. It 
seems to be a bit of an anom- 
aly to get £50 bade, however 
much profit you have built up," 
Mr Rice said. 


The chairman wants to put 
the proposals to the society’s 
next annual geceral meeting in 
November. 

“I think in the main the vast 
majority of members would be 
in favour [of conversion]," he 
said. 

“Giving people shares in 
Dial -a -Cab would also be a 
good way to incentivise the 
members." 

Earlier this year the other big 


London black-taxi firm. Com- 
puter Cab, proposed to float on 
AIM, but instead ended up 
selling an 80 per cent stake to 
overseas investors in Singapore 
and Australia. 

Dial-a-Cab made net profits 
of £613,000 for the year ended 
31 August 1996, and is expect- 
ed to make around £800.000 for 
1996/97. 

“We’re reasonably in the 
black," Mr Rice added. 


STOCK MARKETS 


FTSE1Q0 



tsz 





Mnft 




*9 


•bn J* 


hSccs 


fSElQQ. 


rSE 250 4488.411 

rS 1350 __ 234850 


rs eSmaflCao 
rs^smre_229iJT 


&paL-' 

tfusnunaslM 

ihtttfc a«tfB aw « mmt* 

+478 +10 496410 4056.60 3.34_ 

+137 +0.3 4728.40 43fl& 2tL_jj>§ — 

+?nn +n.9 2373 7 0 2017.90 _34 0_ 

+ 9 0 4-n i 237120 2178^9 3jZ5- 

+18 4 +(L8 2316.03 _ J9M78_JL39_ 

-«TqiM +80.6 +1-0 6254.89 5032.54 


flat 

4899.30 


19804 38 -5852__ 


mgKOB fl 16379 22. 
uikfurt 4408.79 


+721.1 +4.6 


+91.1 +2.1 443853 


gnmi.07 17303.85 0781 
18379.22 12055.17 2.73t_ 
2848.77 1i5t 


INTEREST RATES 


UK interest rates 


US interest rates 



jgj 

ELp 

KB 

m&sasamm® 

K 

Kg] 

Bp 


n 

Eg 

Igj 


n 

lip 

n 


1 

§1 


■aMHMiMi 1 



Hooey Hartet Rate 
Ufa lb* i*ar 


BMdfidfe 1 


US- 


6.97 _ 7.5. 


US_ 


_5£S Ml— 

JL5 


fiBfflsat 


H>WN 

ter lei 

tin lari 

fflterto 

7.02 

7.B6 

7.05 

-1M 

filfi 

6.60 

6.42 

_JLM 

2.11 

3.33 _ 



SJfl 

-134—. 

_JL3Q 

. 


main price changes 


WM Bftogdasai. attatwxthg 

fiknuuiMi. 2195 . 25 123 BriBBhBbtedi .152.5 31 — Jli 

U»r_l'WW ' - ^ 7ZT UliMnmn UMM 1415 S4 


CURRENCIES 






."•Vv-'.v-; 

Hi 





MVj J--A 


ftatfvs. 


But hUrtae frfcp 


Bag heftCte Yrfe 


S (London) 1.B370 -2.61c 15572 £ (London) 0.6109 +1.03 0.6429 

SWYblMt 1.6315 -125C 15525 £(NYWQ* 0.6129 +1.19 0.5433 


PM (London) 3.0394 -1.97ot 22jW DM (London) t.a567+t.95tf ( .47gg^ 
¥ (London) 133.256 -Y1. 178 166.234 ¥ [London] moB+yi.285 106755 
£ Index 1D5.3 -0.9 84.7 $ Index 106.0 +0 8 35.6 


OTHER INDICATORS 


Base ■Btfsrtetarjp 


01 BratS 19XB 406 19.40 


Jte frog tetflg 

1575 + 2itt 1530 17 Ain 



BA shares foil » 
as strike costs 
climb to £125m 


Michael Harrison 

The British Airways cabin crew 
strike last month cost the airline 
£125m, wiping out more than 
half the savings it expects to 
achieve this year from its £lbn 
business efficiency programme, 
it emerged yesterday. 

BA also warned the strong 
pound could knock a further 
£200m off profits. Alongside a 
2S per cent drop in operating 
profits for the first quarter, the 
news sent BA shares skidding 
down JOpfotilOjp; making them 
the worst performer in the 
FTSE 100 index. 

The costs of the three-day 
stoppage in July are far higher 
than expected.* Analysts had 
pencilled in losses of £40m- 
£100m. But BA said it was still 
feeling the effects of the dispute. 
Although no further stoppages 
are planned and unions and 
management have resumed 
talks on how to achieve the 
£42m cost savings BA is seek- 
ing. sickness levels among the 

12.000 cabin crew staff are still 
50 per cent above normal levels. 
About 900 staff are off sick - 350 
more than BA would expect at 
this time of year. 

BA's chief executive. Bob 
Ayling. who was heavily criti- 
cised for the airline s tactics 
during the strike, would not 
comment on the progress in the 
talks but said he was optimistic 
(hat the difficulties between 
the two sides could be resolved. 
“We can ill-afford a costly dis- 
pute of this sort. I veiy much 
hope we can win the hearts and 
minds of employees and cus- 
tomers of the need for effideiKy 
changes which are essential for 
the fuiure." he added. 

BA expects benefits from 
the programme to exceed 
£200m this year and reach £lbn 
by the end of the decade. 

Operating profits in the pe- 
riod from April to June were 
£140m compared with £195m 
last year. BA said chat the over- 
all impact of the sLrong pound 
had been to cut profits by £77ra 
in the three months. 

At the pre-tax level, profits 
were up by 47 per cent to 
£220ra due to the one-off 


£130m gain from the sale of 
BAs stake in US Airways, zts 
former transatlantic partner. 

The strength of sterling con- 
tributed to a 6.3 per cent fall in 
operating margins and a 2.4 per 
cent decline in passenger yields 
- the amount earned per kilo- 
metre flown. 

Mr Ayling said that excluding 
the impact of the strong pound 
and the £15m of strike-related 
costs during the quarter, the 
underlying growth in profits 
was 21 per cent. However, he 
added: “These figures show 
that we were right to put in 
place the restructuring plan. 
The airline industry remains 
very competitive.” 

The plan is to remove some 

5,000 staff from the payroll 
through the sale and outsourc- 
ing of some businesses but to 


British Airways 


800' 


stare price, pence 







recruit an equal number in 
areas such as customer service. 

Compared with a year ago BA 
is employing 2*200 more people, 
leading to a 3.8 per cent increase 
in employee costs to £572m. But 
productivity improved 6.2 per 
cent in the quarter. 

Sir Colin Mars baS, chairman, 
said BA still hoped to receive 
regulatory approval from Lon- 
don, Brussels and Wishington 
for the alliance with American 
Airlines. It has in effect set a 
deadline of this November for 
clearance. Even if the tie-up is 
approved by then, it is not ex- 
pected to be able to launch the 
alliance until next summer. 

Comment, page 15 
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Shire deal lifts 
biotech sector 


Magnus Grimond 


A $186m (£114m) deal to buy 
a US drugs group unveiled by 
Shire Pharmaceuticals and 
good results from Oxford Mol- 
ecular helped the biotechnolo- 
gy sector shrug off negative 
sentiment yesterday. 

Shire saw its shares end 8p 
higher at 249_5p after revealing 
the purchase of Richwood Phar- 
maceutical of Kentucky, a com- 
petitor to Medeva in the market 
for drugs to control unruly chil- 
dren. Oxford Molecular's shares 
rose 3.5p to 248.5p after an- 
nouncing losses cut ty 27 per cent 
to £677,000 along with a move to_ 
pay £2m for an option to t*l»» 
control of Cambridge Combi- 
natorial, the company run by Al- 
lan Marchington, younger 
brother of Oxford’s chief exec- 
utive, Tony Marchington. 

But the sector was dragged 
lower early on by British 
Biotech, the UK's biggest 
biotech company, which was hit 
by press reports suggesting 
Manmastat, the company's po- 
tential anti-cancer blockbuster 
faced problems both from cur- 
rent medical trials and the 
growing likelihood of competi- 
tion from rivals such as Roche. 


the Swiss giant. The claims, de- 
nied by the company, sent the 
shares 10p lower at one stage 
yesterday, before bouncing back 
to end 5p higher at 157.5p- 
The Shire deal was greeted 
more enthusiastically by ana- 
lysts. Richwood claims to have 
launched (he fastest growing 
drug in the US to treat disrup- 
tive children Mtfc-stHaUed at- 
tention deficit hyperactivity 
disorder. In the space of 15 
months, Adderafl has swept up 

5.1 per cent of a market put at 
$457m in 1996. The company 
claims that with its other treat- 
ment, DextroStat, it has taken 



uiwujr oi UIC w* 

Abbott Laboratories' Cylert 
product and Medeva's methyl- 
phenidate, the generic drug 
which has ftielled recent growfc 
Richwood says the product & 
longer lasting and has fewer 
side-effects. However, none of 



action suit relating to its Phot*" 
Pennine obesity treatment, lh* 
US Drug Enforcement 
must also still approve Stared 
a licence holder for strictfyco^ 
trolled drugs sold by RkAwooi 
Investment column, page D 
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Sir William should consider catching this wave 
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"The ticklish question 
ft» r the HSBC 
chairman is whether 
he can really afford to 

stand by and watch 
Midland become 
marginalised as the 
UK banking sector 
consolidates' 
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■ vlk*: V ni I nK ! l i s n°wer of compounding 

eriHnrri* 1 slrun g position in 

Lf-unirKs |,k c china. Malaysia and India. 
wiiL-re Ci DP IS growing at between 5 and 10 
i LVnl a - c;,r - ‘ s worth so much more in 
f L r u . n . d ,Jin S,a kes in the economies 
the US. UK and uvsiern Europe, where . 
^ r \o- i ,s a ? 1 * ,rc Pedestrian 2 to A per cent. 

Vuh wealth per head of population reck- 
oned n. he no more than about S72U in I 
C hma. compared n> S29.MKJ in the US. there 
IN no reason to suppose recent levels of 
Ltrowth should not continue for vcuin ir not 
decades. M current rates continue. Chinti will 


have the biggest economy in the world by the 
year 2U2U, meaning it is unlikely to be rock- 
ing the boat in Hong Kong. 

The picture is actually brighter than these 
bald figures might .suggest. In Latin Amer- 
ica, wiiere HSBC has acquired a leading 
position in the past year for about a third as 
much as it would have to pay fur a second- 
liner such as Alliance & Leicester, the pro- 
! portion of the popubtion deemed to he even 
i bankable is as low as 2U per cent. There is 
enormous scope for growth. 

Accept that the bankable population in 
developing markets will grow faster than the 
economy as a whole, “and throw in the 
propensity in a lot of Far Eastern markets 
lor high levels nf personal saving, and the 
outlook for HSBC begins to justify the 
seven-fold increase in iLs share price over the 
past five years. Tltal. at any rate, is the the- 
ory. The ticklish question for Sir William is 
whether he can really afford to stand by and 
watch Midland become marginalised as the 
UK hanking sector consolidates. Faced w ith 
the creation of another Lloyds TSB retail 
hanking giant. HSBC's strategy could take 
a sharp temporary diversion. 

Economic council 
is a verbal trick 

A s a finishing touch to all the dramatic 
changes he lias made 1 < i the running of 
economic policy. Gordon Brown has named 


the first two members of his Council of Eco- 
I nomic Advisers. But the two experts, both 
highly respected in their fields, will not be 
working together, as the title “Council" sug- 
gests. Rather, they will advise different 
teams of Treasury officials on their separate 
ureas of expertise. 

Fair enough. The Treasury has for a long 
time very sensibly drawn on outside talent 
in this way. But it means that this is a Coun- 
cil in name only, a verbal gimmick (hat will 
allow the Chancellor id live up to a high-fal- 
luting pre-election pledge. 

The similarities with the US Council of 
Economic Advisors begin and end with the 
name. For the US version advises the Pres- 
ident rather than his Treasury Secretary. It 
is an independent focus of economic advice, 
semi-detached from government. 

It is usually composed of very high-pro- 
file and independent-minded economists 
who can speak their own mind if they dis- 
agree with aspects of policy. They might not 
J lust in tiie job ir they were too outspoken 
1 too often, hut equally thev are not lightly 
I sicked. 

1 The American CEA actually bears a 
I closer resemblance to (he Treasury's ill-fated 
| panel of “wise persons", in that if publishes 
I every year an annual report on the state of 
! the economy and its future pros-pecis. This 
i report is taken as an authoritative asscss- 
! mcnl. Hi lucvcr. it has a status the Treasury 
j panel's reports never achieved because they 
’ were deliberately selected to disagree with 


each other - or represent a wide range of 
views, as the official glo® put lL 
Like the panel it replaces, our ami new 
Council of EamomK Advisers ? 
meant to provide a 

coramentaiy on the Governments^- 

nomkpolk 7 inthesamewyasits^a^ 

sake. life hard to reasl the suspicion thffL 

hi feet, the last thing 

pesabiliiv of disagreement with his pouo£5» 
especially from anybody with the status that 
an established reputation brings. 

So all praise to the Chancellor for bring- 
ing in advisers to top up the Treasury's own 
extensive expertise. But he should not 
expect anybody to fall for the gimmickry of 
a fancy-sound tng bat empty title. 

BA needs to boost its 
efficiency programme 

Irtish Airways management has spent a 
JDgood deal of time circling around m the 
hope of burning off staff opposition to its 
business efficiency programme but sooner 
or later it had to crash land. The £I25m bul 
BA has picked up following last month s 
three-day stoppage by cabin crew demon- 
strates that it is not just the airline's em- 
ployees who arc in for a bumpy ride if BA 
is to achiev e its target of saving £lbn by the 
end of the decade. 

It is extraordinary haw quickly the. costs 
can mount up when staff vote with their feet 


- or rather their sick notes - and passengers 
decide to check in elsewhere. The strike 
costs are significantly above analysts' expec- 
tations. Together with a warning that the 
Strong pound could leave a further £200m 
dentin profits this year, it was enough to 
send the shares spiralling down another 30p. 
making for a near 20 per cent retreat since 
its full-year results back in May. 

Admittedly, BA has been buffeted by 
more than just poor employee relations. 
The continuing failure to receive regulatory 
approval for the alliance with American 
Airlines and the damage caused by the 
strength of sterling are at least as bad for 
sentiment. 

But if BA is to repeat the success it 
achieved in the first decade after privatisa- 
tion, then the business efficiency programme 
will be the key. One-off costs of £125m are 
small beer in comparison to potential ben- 
efits of£lbn. 

The difficulty for BA is that as soon as it 
finds ways of saving money, new opportu- 
nities to spend it pop up. Although Lhe effi- 
ciency programme is now two years old, the 
staff bill is rising, not falling or remaining sta- 
tic. 

Launching a low-cosi airline is not really 
the answer. BA has effectively been carry- 
ing out just such a policy by franchising out 
the name, lively and flight code to other air- 
lines. Yesterday, but for the skill of a pilot, 
the dangers inherent in that strategy could 
have come home to roost too. 


Brown names economic 
advisers to the Treasury 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

Gordon Brown yesterday an- 
nounced the appointment of 
two experts to his long- 
promised “Council of Econo- 
mic Advisers" at the Treasury. 

Paul Gregg, an economist 
from the London School of 
Economics specialising in the 
jobs market and inequality, 
and Chris Wales, a tax partner 
from Arthur Andersen, will 
work with teams of Treasmy 
officials. 

Although the new Council is 
billed as a replacement to the 
disbanded Panel of Indepen- 
dent Experts, the experts will 
focus on separate areas of 
policy rather than offering ad- 
vice as a group. Yesterday s an- 
nouncement made it dear that 
the individual polity experts 
would work alongside sepa- 
rate Treasury teams on the 
Government’s priority areas. 

Ed Balls, the special adviser 


to the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, will continue u> play 
a dominant role in economic 
policy. He has not formally 
been named chairman of the 
new Council bul will co-ordi- 
nate polity as the Chancellor’s 
main adviser. 

Further outside appointments 
to the Council will be an- 
nounced. Eventually there could 
be up to six experts brought in. 
In addition, the Treasury has not 
yet indicated whether or when 
Sir Alan Budd. its outgoing 
chief economic adviser, will he 
replaced. He is due to retire 
from the Treasury and move fuD- 
time to the Bank of England’s 
Monetary Policy Committee in 
November. 

Names in the frame for the 
top economics job in the Trea- 
sury have included Gavyn 
Davies, chief economist at 
Goldman Sachs, and Professor 
Charles Bean of the London 
School of Economics, as well as 
Mr Balls. However, the ultimate 


structure of advice remains 
unclear. The Treasury dis- 
missed recent reports that Per- 
manent Secretary Sir Terry 
Bums will be ropfaeed as "ex- 
tremely speculative”. 

Paul Gregg will work purt- 
limc at the Treasury and part- 
time in his current position as 
Senior Research Associate at 
the LSE's Centre for Economic 
Performance. He will focus on 
the Government's welfarc-to- 
work programme and the re- 
view of the lax and benefit 
system being co-ordinated by 
Barclays Bank chief executive 
Martin Taylor. 

Mr Gregg is a specialist on 
job insecurity, poverty and 
movements into and out of 
unemployment. He co-au- 
thored research which estab- 
lished the fact, often quoted by 
the Chancellor, that one in 
five non-pensioner households 
in the UK does not have any- 
body in work. 

Chris Wales is a tax expert 


who worked in Sweden from 
1W1 to 1995 as head of Arthur 
Andersen’s international tax 
practice there. He has spe- 
cialised in eorporate tax issues, 
including the financing of 
takeovers, and is expected to 
concentrate on the Govern- 
ment's planned re form of com- 
pany taxation. His clients have 
included big US and European 
multinationals. 

The new Council of Eco- 
nomic Advisers has been billed 
as a parallel to the US body of 
the same name, but so far the 
similarity is confined to the 
name. The Treasury has for 
some yeans drawn on advice 
from outside economists, often 
part-time, on their particular 
areas of expertise. 

Kenneth Clarke, the for- 
mer chancellor, appointed Ed- 
ward Tboup. who has since 
moved to City law firm Sim- 
mons & Simmons as an advis- 
er on taxation. 

The Treasury’s announcc- 



The new Council is to advise 
Number 11 on policy design 

ment yesterday said the terras 
of reference for the new 
Council were: “To advise the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer on 
the design and implementation 
of policies for the achievement 
of the Govemraeni’s economic 
objectives.” 


The architect of New Labour’s economics 


The naming of the first members of Gor- 
don Brown’s new Council of Economic 
Advisers should not distract attention 
from the fact that the most influential 
adviser in the Treasury, and the chief 
architect in the construction ; of post-Tory 
Britain's economic policy, is a 30-year- 
old who. so far in his brief career, has 
been a student and a Financial Times 
leader writer. 

The remarkable influence of Ed Balls 
stems from the fact that he has imported 
from America a radically different in- 
tellectual current. Mr Balls deserves 
much of the credit for making over the 
party's economics in New Labour dothes. 

New Labour is not very interested in 
macroeconomic policy — choosing the 
right level of government borrowing and 
interest rates. When the Chancellor says 
the Government will be responsible 
about borrowing levels and the inflation 
target, he means it The new economics 
is orthodox about these issues, prefer- 
ring to tackle the interesting problems 
where governments can probably 
achieve something. 

This means looking at policies con- 
cerned with the “supply side" of the econ- 
omy- its wealth-creating potential - such 
as taxes on capital training, welfare ben- 
efits and the structure of the jobs market 

The young Ed’s intellectual conver- 
sion took place at Harvard six years ago. 

The child of an academic biologist, his 
early education at Nottingham High 
School was followed by a degree m Phi- 


Diane Coyle reports on the career of Ed Balls, the 
most Influential adviser on the Chancellor^ team 


losophy. Politics and Economics at Ke- 
ble College. Oxford. He then went on 
to win a Kennedy Scholarship to study 
for two years at Harvard University. 

Harvard has a strong claim to be the 
world's most elitist academy, as well as 
one of its best. And one of the priciest 
loo - its fees are up to $30,000 (£18,000) 
a year. Despite the cost, though, it does 
not quite achieve the same social ex- 


bility has helped the Chancellor. Bul 
some see a catch with the new approach 
in its vulnerability to fashions, to any new 
twist that seems to make economic 
theory fit the latest data better. 

One of Larry Summers's senior Har- 
vard colleagues finds the whole approach 
gimmicky. He says: “You can be too 
clever by half with this method.” 

It is a view that is shared by some 


‘Academics hold Ed Balls in very high 
regard, and his intellectual credibifity 
has helped the Chancellor’ 


elusiveness as Oxford. But it caps even 
Oxbridge for intellectual arrogance. 
The assumption that Harvard students 
are superior is added to the food in the 
canteens, delivered with the lectures and 
proven in the job market. 

Students are lectured by people who 
have reached the top of their profes- 
sional tree, and the best - like Ed Balls 
- can work closely with academic super- 
stars. In his case it was Lawrence Sum- 
mers, a 42-year old economist .who is now 
a senior C unt on administration official. 

Academics hold Mr Balls in very 
high regard, and his intellectual credi- 


comroentatnrs in this country. Giving his 
assessment of the Government’s first 100 
days, Simon Briscoe, head of research 
at investment bank Nikko Europe, says: 
“There has been a focus on good PR at 
the expense of well thought-out policies." 

He finds Labour’s economics long on 
rhetoric and short on action, adding: “We 
must hope that the Government does not 
fall for its own rhetoric." 

One casualty of the Treasury team's 


Brown’s spin-doctor, Oiarlie Whelan, is 
civil servant Jill Rotter, the former head 


of the press office. Although dearly one 
head of press Is enough, her sudden de- 
parture has not helped allay suspicions 
thaL rhetoric will continue to play too 
great a part in economic policy. Another 
frequent criticism is that Mr Balls lacks 
the long sweep of experience. Of course, 
this might just be the sour grapes of older 
and less successful economists. 

Bui one thing lhai does pul people off 
is his intellectual certainty. Until they feel 
the lash of his intellect, impatient with 
their slowness, people lend to like him. 
He has the politidan's talent for flirta- 
tion and charm when he tries- with, by 
all accounts, the predictable effect on 
many of his female colleagues. 

He swiftly learnt everyday political skills 
in Mr Brown s office, hut the first thing 
everybody says about this Young Turk of 
the world of economic policy is that he 
is a good footballer. In the world of New 
Labour a lot ts made of soccer affiliations. 
Ed supports Norwich and Arsenal. 

More significantly, he plays in the 
amateur Thames League - for the 
Financial Times team. He did not sign for 
Labour’s Red Menace team. Old 
Labourites read a lot into Lhat. One of 
the Labour team's players draws the con- 
clusion: “Gordon Brown has a tradition 
of taking activists and deactivating them.” 

Mr Balls is a long-standing and com- 
mitted Labour Party member. But it is 
the fact lhat he is New Labour through 
and through that cements his importance 
in the Treasury. 


Halifax 
data met 
with 
caution 


Diane Coyle 

The first tentative signs yes- 
terday that consumer spending 
was not after all getting out of 
control were not expected to 
cany much weight with the 
Bank of England's Monetary 
Policy Committee when it 
meets this week. 

Analysts remained divided 
about whether or not (he Bank 
will announce the fourth in- 
crease in the cost of borrowing 
in four months after its meet- 
ing ends on Thursday. 

Halifax reported yesterday 
that house prices had remained 
almost flat last mouth, climbing 
only 0.1 per cent. The annual 
rate of increase slowed to 6.4 
from 7.1 per cent in June. 

Halifax said that the housing 
recovery would continue, 
describing the market as “well 
supported” But its downbeat 
figures contrasted with Nation- 
wide's alternative measure. On 
Friday Nationwide said its house 
price index had jumped 1 .8 per 
cent in July, with the annual rate 
picking up to 1 2.2 per cent 

A spokeswoman for Halifax 
claimed its rival's figures 
reflected a bias towards London 
and the South-east. But Na- 
tionwide said ns figures were 
weighted to adjust for regional 
differences and were also more 
reliable because based on a big- 
ger number of bousing transac- 
tions than the Halifax measure. 

With mixed signals on the 
housing market, a separate in- 
dicator yesterday pointed to 
slower growth in cash in circu- 
lation fast month. The growth 
in the narrow money measure 
M0, of which cash forms the 
biggest component, eased to 5.9 
from 62! per cent in June. 

This was its slowest annual 
growth rate for 18 months. But 
economists were wary about 
drawing any conclusions for 
high street spending, as retail 
sales growth has picked up dur- 
ing this year even as narrow 
money growth has slowed. 

Adam Cole, UK economist at 
James CapeL said consumers 
were spending on big ticket 
items which were unlikely to be 
paid for in cash. Analysts also 
pointed out that all other recent 
indicators of consumer spend- 
ing had indicated booming de- 
mand. Yesterday's figures were 
not enough to change the minds 
of the Bank’s experts if they 
wanted to raise interest rates. 


IN BRIEF 

German industrial output climbs 

Industrial output in Germany bounced by 1.4 per cent in June, 
reversing a sharp fall in May. The Economics Ministry said there 
would be a “noticeable" upward revision to the latest figures in 
a few weeks' time. Economists said the figures indicated that re- 
covery in Germany was on track, if not exactly robust, despite 
lacklustre domestic demand. Exports are driving the gains in out- 
put According to the breakdown of the figures, construction out- 
put expanded by 6 per cent in June after a 4.9 per cent fall in 
May, while manufacturing output rose 1.2 per cent following a 
1 j per cent decline in May. 

Shift in semiconductor market 

Foreign companies secured a record 32.6 per cent share of Japan's 
semiconductor market during the first quarter of the year, ac- 
cording to US government figures. The previous record of 29.6 
per cent was set in the fourth quarter of 1995. “This is evidence 
that market forces are at work," said US Trade Representative 
Charlene Barsh^fsky. A year ago the US and Japan reached a 
new agreement on semiconductors aimed at ensuring continued 
progress on market access and industry co-operation. 

Birmingham buys mortgage portfolio 

Bir ming ham Midshires Building Society, which has been widely 
rumoured to be in takeover talks with Royal Bank of Scotland, 
has bought £460m worth of commercial mortgage loans from UCB, 
part of the French-based Compagnie Bancaire. The price paid 
for the portfolio, which is valued on a multiple of the difference 
between the interest on the loans and the cost of financing and 
administering the portfolio, has not been disclosed, but is 
thought to be approximately £50m. The portfolio consists of just 
1,300 loans, ranging from takeaway restaurants to nursing 
homes, with an average value of £350,000 each, and will double 
the society’s commercial lending book to £920m. Over the past 
five years Birmingham Midshires has bought 18 mortgage port- 
folios with a total value of almost £4bn, including £13bn worth 
of loans bought from HYPO-MSL. It will now have a total loan 
book of £7.6bn, about 85 per cent of it residential mortgages. 

Sedgwick links up with Nikols Brichetto 

Sedgwick Group is establishing a joint venture which will merge 
some of its risk services, insurance and reinsurance broking and 
employee benefits consulting operations with those of Nikols 
Brichetto Group. The venture, which will be completed before 
the end of the year, will operate initially from offices in Italy. Spain, 
Portugal, Argentina, Brazil. Chile and Colombia. Nikols wifi own 
51 per cent of the venture and a representative of the Moratti 
family, which owns Securifm, will be represented on the board 
of Sedgwick. Financial details were not disclosed. 

Zeneca’s schizophrenia drug approved 

Zeneca Group has received formal approval from the UK Med- 
icines Control Agency to market SeroqueL its new antipsychot- 
ic for the treatment of schizophrenia. The approval follows last 
week's notification from the US Food and Drug Administration 
of the “approvable” status of Seroquel for the American mar- 
ket Seroquel is Zeneca’s first entiy into the antipsychotic mar- 
ket and continues its expansion into the treatment of central 
nervous system (CNS) disorders. Zeneca's product range in the 
CNS therapeutic area includes treatments for migraine, epilepsy, 
anxiety and depression as well as anaesthetics. In 1996, sales m 
this area amounted to 16 per cent of Zeneca’s total worid-wide 
sales in pharmaceuticals of £2.435bn. 

Newport launches hostile bid for Delyn 

Newport Holdings launched a hostile, all-share £9.6m takeover 
bid for the rival Delyn property investment group. The basis of 
the bid is four new Newport ordinary shares for every three De- 
lyn shares, valuing each of the target’s shares at llOp. Delyn’s 
shares climbed 17p to 98_5p. Newport said it believed the acquisition 
of Delyn would provide a strong platform from which to expand 
the enlarged group and would provide shareholders with an op- 
portunity to invest in a soundly managed company with a proven 
record of investment in quality commercial properties let on strong 
tenant covenants. 
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Holiday market wakes up for HSBC and Pearson 
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It seemed that mafket-makers 
had finally packed their bags 
for the summer yesterday, 
after a quiet day's trading 
which was only enlivened by 
two sets of dared mg corporate 
interim results. 

Just 600 million shares 
changed hands across the mar- 
ket and Footsie failed to hold 
ground the other side of the 
4,900 mark that it reached in 
early trading. It closed 3.6 
points down at 4895 . 7 , having 
touched 4 . 907.2 at one stage. 

Pearson and HSBC Hold- 
ings stole roost of the limelight, 
as both impressed with better- 
than -expected interim profits. 
Pearson climbed 2 f^ 5 p after the 
company's chief executive. 
Mariorie Scardino, pledged to 
double its £ 4 bn value within 
five vears. 

HSBC added as much as 

I 20 p at one time in the day. bm 

the initial excitement wore off 
towards the close of play and it 
finished 44 Jp better at £ 2138 . 


A handful of financial stocks 
were dragged along in HSBCs 
wake. NafWest- which reports 
results todav - climbed 10 - 5 p 
to 870 , and’ Standard Char- 
tered improved 8 J 5 p to dose at 
£10.01. 

But investor seemed to be 
heeding analysts’ warnings that 
banks could’ be in line for a 
sharp correction, as others in 
the sector were not looking so 
flush. 

Bank of Scotland was 
among the top Footsie fellers, 
shedding 15 p to 430 p. Abbey 
National also closed 15 p 
poorer at 834 - 5 p, after a feel- 
ing in the market that its results 
last week had not matched up 
to those of Lloyds and HSBC 
Declines in banking stocks in 
the US and Europe had also 
unnerved the financial sector, 
analysts said. 

Among other blue chips, 
Bass added 8 p to 842 J 5 p de- 
spite JD Wetherspoon’s deci- 
sion to ban aJ co pops. 1 CK 





MARKET REPORT 


CATHY NEWMAN 


Di s tributors 


um fllriConna 

« Burrwi»** BPi 
TV ez . Br Si an* * 
r^i 9 E 5 owerr *■, 
E- «. . ‘iarTTU a 
err «■ Oireo 

ia n Hc-arr;- 
&s'. a*. *'*r 
re es 3 ■ a* 

ca‘ EJ ■ MB rf&r 

S' i Z 2 


O 03 TOD , S'- : 
•S'; «J U 7 2005 ' » : 
E t 3 M MB: 


«MiSKar*tr 33 S 


75 : 

Atsna 

17 S 2 H; SO': AaonCPpSts W 

M 3 ' rf': 32 tB ZHB SO. ‘ ' 

» .5 K 17 391 F : / 

ZS, 2 33 61 3 BJ 0 9 C. V „ 

S 6 I'. * 5 - U ■ ™ 2 ’ -£ JS-r ^ 5 
237".' -6 BB » * 5 . ST 0 

a j E 5 SOB? B: »• S*** 

£X 3 '"*»‘. 13 ■ IT 


Banks, Merchant 

cr. sc sre 

iS£ SC. awSes «£.■" 

*5 ~ r Jonn ».• - 

22 iTi WOT. ' • I 

«& « : 
5T S >»ua5S a : 

Si". W S-ir**r. ^ ' ■» 

13 TTT 1 *0 

■% men JJ. 

ST? 2 TT 7 JBX! 367 : 


TO 

*0 


M"; EWRnroa 
xc = 0 V» 


Banks, Retafl 


■j- ; . taurr. 

qr r—. rem *tt U* . -fi 

■Vr ■ Atom S La: 6 C 3 -7 

SC 233 afctm eg; • 

S' ~ Any: |C H.: 

US . *WI 
26 S". 30 *te'C 

w t£ c -jrarO 

tecc^bc 


K VO ZV ' y'; Co* DC 
3 i H !W if Z" Dsffrtan 

S3 sa X2G 25S". s Srotote 

« O ® SB; tr- Saras 

<3 Z 23 3060 400 ZB : 

23 TO 3786 MS"; 307 .- Ba - jua nca *50 
1 A US 330 -X": “ 7 : &MbSKX»a. 

42 a 409 ■ 57 ; V, i tIWUO S 3 1 

3 EJ f£ Evans MM*, SF . 

BE 33 C K FBW^TBT 30 ; 

■J; 29 ; THalU-i 
3 c": Ji". Onto Z* 

73 . 57 "; QtaOMDi 



C » CT T 7 > 

B 5 1 1 39 71 38 M i Z 73 ; W - 

a - h 2 Z 3 i . n : aS 

96 -T t» 5 ' “ ]*£ - 

t 5 . 93 SS 5037 , 952 JO’; Vrarlbi 

t?" , 33 S 9 2337 ! 350 MpnM 

B 33 "; -T"l ZS 


BB 235 * > SB 3 : 201 V «•»<%> 
a Kra s 

5 EW Eradneering Vehicles 

n to ¥ « ' MO W MOM 0 

« » S' 07 HI M> OT 

48 tB 4 B | JJJ, 5,5 tenatb* sao 

3 B 527 V Baton 275 


27 09 225 B 1 


ra'-'= 22 306 IX 3 JS" jgi ; MMrtr.Cc KB’: » » “g ! tyf, ttHM 99 

HB^lCO f* < S (B 7 V RSto TB* 


42 CS 5411 
IB Mfl 5CDC 
33 67 CM 

_ e si as 

B 37 ’. « ca • 3 J *3 

«* ;7 * « • 

05 i t O - 327 

CS" 


M 3 ". _ 

TO"; t 3 i 6 *H 
330 ": 2 * 3 .- IttW 
2 JT TV: FJ»F« 31 

BS: 3 Si ItoSorws ■£■ 

E 2 CO IMS C, 

9 5 . UUnltfl 7 . 


s C iSro»W 2 * ZS; ™ . f«n> T 77 '.- -1 

3 T TV S. »: ?- 33 S W “3 S*W*rf»oS MS.: Z 

«•; a. i Brtitta C».- } L - 2 ; ■* . Cum ( 4 : tB; • 

Si: S'" ‘ ® “ 3 S 7 3 C 7 : 3 C, . 

BiV S’ & d « 31 . -6 2 B t? BE a 51 aim O : 

r- 9 T 58 '» r «f.te E*— .* S 4 T *- HasCciV 2 

6 . CT- - 06 - ■ ■ tff r SJBB 31 , 

42 ! ~ frg.rcr & L 23 y " t S • ^7 ^ . ^,1 ^ntooi flirt 32 


*« S Si SW," CKN 

S ™ M ! 32 > OnVtato 

. 1 . »' t *» 

** “ = a i »V “ 

► T 7 C 7 2 SS , Xt’ 

M a 36 S ; S- 
B 3 VM> : 


^ 5 f* 


X S 7 242 


- a M 
ZV 43 QO 170 

■ 33 HA KIB 

- 44 08 B 33 

+1 V 2575 

gtf £ 

SB - 4 S n 3 E 3 
SB + 3 V 34 H 7 3332 
WV + 1 V n SB 4300 
MS . 67 ta 4 ® 
MS -V S 3 -BUI 
272 - « 02 CBB 


firmed 5 p to £1020 on reports 
that a $ 4 Q 0 id joint venture in 
Shanghai had been approved. 
And despite a beansh note 
from Socidtd Gfindrale, Rolls- 
Royce edged up ip to 237 p. 

the bi^est Footaeloser by 
was British Airways, which 
plummeted by 30 p to 610 p 
after the company revealed 
that strikes by cabin crew 
would cost £ 125 m in the first 
half of the year. 

Phannacexiticals,vdiichhave 
been up and down like a yo-yo 
in recent weeks, were back in 
the doldrums again after neg- 
ative press comment over the 
weekend. Cortecs Interna- 
tional ended lip poorer at 
IS Up after reports that a 
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competitor was developing a 
' rival drug for osteoporosis. 
And despite Zeneca’s an- 
nouncement that its schizo- 
' phrenia drug, Seroquel, had 
been approved, the company 
eased 16 - 5 p to £ 20 . 02 p. 

Two drugs minn ows did 
buck the sector's downward 
trend, though. Shire Pharma- 
ceuticals jumped 8 p to 249 ^ 5 p 
on news of its £ 113 m acquisi- 
tkm of the US-based Richwood 
Pharmaceutical Company, and 

Oxford Molecular firmed 3 . 5 p 
after its interim results pleas- 


..ater stocks were also on 
the slide yesterday, as traders 
continued to fret about the 
Government's decision at the 


end of last week to refer Padfi- 
Corp’s bid for Energy Group 
to the Monopolies and Merg- 
ers Commission. A bearish 
note from HSBC James Gapel 
did not help matters, and an- 
alysts said nnrestore were takr 

tng pmfos after a good nm for 

the sector. Thames 'Wtfa: fin- 
ished^) off at 7763 p; Wessex 
Water dropped 163 p to 
4615 p; and Anglian Vfater 
joined the sEppeiy slope, shed- 
ding 19 - 5 p to 77 L 5 p. 

Among the second-liners, 
Tdewest ComnnK'Katto^ ^ 
one of the best performers, af- 
ter confirmation that it was m 
preliminary merger ta lk s with 
KTL, the US cable company. 
Telewest added 4 p to 83 p. 

While Telewest was on the 
rise, Flexledx, the cable and 
satellite programme supplier, 
was floundering after a press 
report that its chief executive, 

Roger Luard, was to leave ihe 
company. Flexrech issued a 
statement denying the story. 


but it nevertheless ended I 7 p 
poorer at 636 p- 

Investors were also keen on 

Amersham Intemadoaal, 
which is shonly to a nnonn « 
the conqjfcdon of thefaaonof 


Pharmacia & Upjohn. The 

conqjany has also moe^edas 

domrecenily with the £1 .Sta 
merger with Noway* Nyoo- 
med Amersham rose o 7 to 
£19it2. 

Elsewiiere, a sharp increase 
in pre-tax profits at FOtremc 
Gomtekseot shares soarmglVp 
to 394 p, buoyed by of^mistic 
□oises from Kfoiiiwort BensotL, 

Merrill Lvnch, and its own 
house broker, Fanmnre Gor- 
don. And an “adcT note from 

NalWest mrfged More Group 
up 2 p to 593 - 5 p- 
'¥igim, the personal com- 
puier companv spun off from 
Amstrad, made its debui yes- 
terday, placed at 7 l 5 p. But rt 

tost grot™ during the day, and 

dosed 8 p down at 64 Jp. 


Taking Stock 


ssssjSSSp 

inns. seUing to 5tS P* 1 , 
AIM-toted 

company for 465p tSrikt, 

Regent, which Jumped 13 - 5 p 

S^at 278 ^P,mad j 

it would use thejasfatofond 
its expansion pfens. Soit^ 
F^jto^whidinianymdtw- 
trydismersbadore^edto 

become a bid tar^rt for Re- 
gent, lost 5 p to 469 p- 

HCoIt Tdeconununfcafious 
gorged 21p to an afl-tirae 
^hrf 388 ^p, on news that 
it had signed im tateromwet 


com. The company which is 
expected to complete annu- 
ls deal to Germany within a 
month, announces Second- 


Dealers said heavy bqying on 
Friday in the US - where Colt 
is quoted on Nasdaq - had 
also helped. 
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Takeover talks at 

Country Casuals 
fell through 


Andrew Yates 

The fortunes of the i rou W«i 
Cbuntry Casuals womens 
dothes retailer took another 
forn yesterday when the coni 
f*?y framed that takeover 
with a rival, believed to he 
hfa^?° n ^wnenswear group 
sW^ e ^ ^trough and sou the 
share pnee into a spin. 

« ?l gro i I P’ which has been the 
subjert of numerous bid arv 
proaches over the past few years, 
now plans to remain indepen- 
dent. However the announce- 
ment opens the door for Mark 
Bunce, a founder and former 
chief executive of the company 

to relaunch a bid for the AW 

Tom Adam, chairman of 
g»5» indicated that 

the offer for the group was sim- 
ply pitched too low. 

, “Our principal shareholders 
telt that our company was worth 
more," he said. 

Gauntly Casuals is not in talks 
with Mr Bunce at the moment 
but Mr Adam did not rule out 
future takeover discussions. 


Talks with Mr Bunce, who 
‘ m ns nearly 1 1 per cent of the 
company, collapsed in June 
*SlJ; n h»iled u> come up 
with a definite offer for the bua- 
ness and other groups indicat- 
es their interest in the company. 
Mr Bunce and his wife 


. . ««« >•» will 

Christina, a fellow founder of 
Country Casuals, left the group 
by mutual agreement at the end 
ot June, having earlier resigned 
iroin the board after rejecting 
Country Casuals’ plans to sell 
fclvi and Lerose, two loss-mak- 
mg subsidiaries, to manage- 
ment buyout teams. Mr Adam 
confirmed that Mr and Mrs 
Bunco had received compun- 
ction on leaving the group but 
declined to reveal how much 
they were paid. 

Analysts speculate that Mr 
Bunce would have to offer 
more than 140p a share for the 
group. That is the price that for- 
mer chairman John Shannon 
was willing to pay for the com- 
pany when he launched an un- 
successful 1 27m hostile bid two 
years ago. But some observers 


believe Mr Bunco may have dif- 
ficulty in raising the son of cap- 
ital required to secure a 
takeover. 

Mr Bunce was unavailable for 
comment yesterday. 

Country Casuals will be left 
to concentrate on its core retail 
brand, which has had a che- 
quered history in the past few 
years. Operating profits from 


this division fell from more 
than £3_5m in 1995 to £3.1 min 
tlie year to last January. “We 
didn't provide clothes that our 
customers wanted. We got it 
wrong. But we arc confident 
about this year. Our new ranges 
have been well received,” said 
Mr Adam yesterday. The com- 
pany announced that iike-for- 
likc sales for the Grst six months 
to 26 July were running ahead 
If per cent on last year. 

Country Casuals has been a 
poor performer since it was 
floated at 130pasharein 1992. 
Its share price slumped 20p to 
I13.5p on yesterday’s news, 
valuing the group at less than 
£22m. 


Silver Shield buys 80% 
stake in Swansea for £100 


Swansea City is to become the 
latest football club to join the 
stock market, alongside the 
likes of Manchester United. 
Newcastle, Sunderland, and 
Aston Villa. 

Silver Shield Group, the 
CovenLry-based replacement 
windscreen company, an- 
nounced yesterday it had sign ed 
a deal to buy 80 per cent of the 
club for just £100 and take over 
some £1.4m worth of debts. 

Doug Sharpe. Swansea's 
chairman, has agreed to sell the 
stake through his holding com- 
pany, Enterline, and will resign 
from the club’s board after the 
deal goes through. 

Robin Sharpe, chief execu- 


tive, will stay on the board, 
joined by Neil McClure, Silver £ 
Shield’s chairman. 


Apart from the £100 purchase 
price for the stake. Silver Shield 
is paying £449.900 to take over 
loans and interest of £1.4m 
owned to another of Mr 
Sharpe's companies. Silver 
Shield is also paying £25,000 to 
cover loans to the dub from Mai 
Griffiths, one of the directors. 

To fund the deal Silver 
Shield, which came to the stock 
market in spring 1996, is rais- 
ing £400,000 by issuing 1 1.4 mil- 
lion new shares at 35p each. 
The group's share price slipped 
yesterday from 4p to 3.75p on 
news of the proposed acquisi- 
tion and the accompanying 
rights issue. One of Mr Sharpe's 



Doug Sharpe: Will rest&i after the deal goes through 


companies will pay £50.000 for 
1 .4 milli on shares, which it can- 
not sell for a year. 

Swansea City, which is man- 
aged by the ex-Liverpool mid- 
fielder, Jan Molby, plays in the 
third division of tbe Football 
League and narrowly missed 
promotion at the end erf last sea- 
son following a play-off at 
Wembley. 

Mr McClure said he was at- 
tracted by the chance to build 


an all-seat stadium and leisure 
complex dose to the centre of 
Swansea which would provide 
added income for investors. 

Mr McClure said he hoped 
negotiations on tbe stadium 
would be concluded in up to 
eight weeks. He explained: “We 
have been looking for some 
time for opportunities to ac- 
quire valuable assets at rea- 
sonable prices to add to our 
SQver Shield Screen subsidiary.” 
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Scardino’s grand vision is blurry 

The Investment Column 


M arjorie Scardino, Pearson's 
new chief executive, has out- 
lined her grand vision for the 
future. She wants to achieve double-d®- 
it earnings per share growth every year 
and to double the value of the company 
over the next five years, no less. That 
looks easier said than done. 

For a start, despite years of reshap- 
ing. Pearson remains a sprawling con- 
glomerate spanning leisure businesses 
such as Madame Tussauds and Alton 
Towers, a plethora of TV and publish- 
ing interests and even an investment 
bank, Lazards. The synergies between 
these businesses appear few and far be- 
tween and Pearson continues to be run 
more like a quasi-investment trust 
than an actively managed company. 

Ms Scardino’s answer is to overhaul 
Pearson’s structure and integrate tbe 
remaining businesses. But specific 
plans are thin on the ground. Businesses 
will go, although die wflj not say which 
ones, and acquisitions are on tbe cards, 
although she will not say where. Ms 
Scardino will also have her work cutout 
to address Pearson's poor margins. In 
all of its three main divisions, infor- 
mation, education and entertainment. 
Pearson’s margins are at least five 
percentage points below its peers. 


EDITED BY MAGNUS GBIMOND 


ratio of 19. It is difficult to value Fear- 
son until more of Ms Scaitfino’s plans 
are known. If Pearson can meet her tar- 
gets, the shares look cheap. Bui uatfi 
Her new strategy becomes dearer the 
shares remain fairly priced for now. 

Shire focuses on 
buying Richwood 

S hire Pharmaceuticals chief 
executive Rolf Stahei is not one 
to let tbe grass grow under his 
feet. Less than six months after fork- 
ing out up to $l00ro (£62m) for tbe ac- 
quisition of Pharmavene, a US drug 
development company. Shire is 
proposing to pay as much as $186m for 
Richwood Pharmaceutical, another 
US pharmaceuticals group, whose 
main products are “treatments” for 
unruly children. 

Richwood has built an impressive 
record on the strength of DextroStat 


■sisa:sssSs 

to S15-3m in the latest JuD-Jear to 
December- 



will bring 
earnings- • . . 

Even if competition means Rjch- 
wood's sales will peak by 2000, 
Lehman Brother reckons Shne could 
be boasting profits of £llm this year 
and puts an underlying value of 400p 
on the shares. Up 8p at 249.5p, they 
are good value. 


Market ready to 


Soured 5 percent of » S4S7mmar- 

ket in the US. . . , v 

forgive Filtronic 

market in the first five months of this 
war, partly, it would appear, at the 
expense of Medina’s genenc drug 
metbyiphenidate. 


I^WoodTsales should hit WOm 

this year, -with profits, already war- 
ianted at S7Sm for the latest half year, 
set to soar accordingly- Even though 
market growth has slowed to around 
a third of the 20 to 30 per cent typ- 
ical of the recent past, owning the 
fastest-growing drug in the category 
clearly nas exciting potential 
But it is not without its risks. Treat- 
ing a behavioural problem with drop 
remains controversial and, because 


F Ut 
ta 
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tronic Comtek, a maker of hi- 
tech parts far mobile telephones, 

well illustrates the dangeis of 

investing in small companies. After a 
storming fiist year on the Sock market, 
tbe company's heavy reliance on one 
customer, namely Motorola of the US, 
sent the company and its shares into 
a Oat spin. 

The problem centred on the code di- 
vision multiple access technology on 
whidi Motorola has based its latest gen- 
eration of digital mobile telephones. 
First technical hitches and now fi- 


rrcemage points neiow us peers. record on uie screngin oi uxexuoaiaL ----- hav _ -lowed adnn- 

That said, Ms Scardino has got off and Adderall, its two drugs for so- their old patents have c *P^‘*v****|] n nl rwxv in the huee ijs 

v,, -neon, WZ sun. prof- railed .uc«E» dc&ai h^r«*ily ^p^np™**®'*** SS^oSSSS^SlSSS 

to compcDuOu* 

Shire has convincing answers to 
these questions, while RjchwootTs 65- 


lo an encouraging start, pre-tax pro! 
its for the six months to June have 
jumped from £30rn to £8lm. The fig- 
ures were muddied by£18.6ra worth of 
write-offs last year at Mindscape, Per- 
son’s troubled US software business, 
and this year by start- up losses at 
Channel 5. in which Pearson has a 24 
per cent stake, and a £5.9ra hit from the 
strong pound. 

Even so, underlying operating prof- 
its almost doubled to £65 .5m from 
£33.5 m, thanks to a stealing perfor- 
mance from the Financial Tunes. The 
pink paper’s circulation is up and it plans 
to capture a chunk of the US market 

Of course Pearson still has more than 
its fair share of problem businesses. 
Mindscape, its most disastrous acqui- 
sition of recent years, is still losing mon- 
ey hand over fist and a fraud unearthed 
this year at Penguin’s US publishing di- 
vision will cost flOOra. However rath 
these potential disasters appear to be 
under control. Mindscape could make 
a profit in the second half and Penguin’s 
new management has swung into action 
to limit damage. 

Ms Scardino’s confident statement 
helped push the shares up 26.5p to 
69Z5p yesterday. Analysts forecast 
current year profits of around £3 00m, 
putting the shares on a prospective p/e 


disorder. 


has turned pre-tax loses of 


Pearson: At a glance 


Makes vatas £3S7bn. sham price 6fl25p 


Fnre-year record 

1bre8wr(£br^' 
Pre-tax profits (£m) 
Earafoo* par sham (p) 
Dividends per share (p) 


1996 


1996 1997 

Half year- 



sales are made to Motorola, it was 
hardly surprising the delay should lead 
to two prefits warnings last year and an 

absence of first-half profits. Since then 
the group has gone on to lose its new 
chief executive, Greg Hey-Shipton. 

But the market seems to be in a 
mood to forgive and forget, marking 
the shares up 19p to 394p yesterday af 
ter Filtronic unveiled pre-tax profits up 
a quarter to £4.06m for the year to May. 

The fig u res w er e in line with anal ys ts’ 
reduced expectations, but more im- 
portantly, tbe company remains bull- 
ish about the future. Orders have 
nearly doubled over the year to £24.7m 
and have since risen to £37m, nearly 
80 per cent of last year's sales. Fore- 
casts suggest tbe number of mobile 
phone chatterers could rise by 2^ times 
to 500 million by 2002, yet analysts 
reckon Filtronic still has a lowiy 6 to 
7 per cent of its addressable market of 
around $lbn. 

Tbe group is gearing up to meet de- 
mand wifo a massive expansion of pro- 
duction in tile UK, but claims gearing 
should not rise above the year-end fig- 
ure of 45 percent. Even so, the shares 
are high enough on a forward p/e of 
25, assuming £l0.5m profits this year. 
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Galaxy 

chief 

ousted 

without 

payoff 


Clifford German 


The chief executive of Galaxy 
Media Corporation has been 
ousted after a change of 
strategy brought about since the 
appointment of Robert S tig- 
wood, the impresario, as non- 
executive chairman a couple of 
months ago. 

John Webber, who only be- 
came the executive head of the 
television programme maker 
and entertainment business last 
October, is not receiving any 
compensation for loss of office. 

His departure was the result 
of a agnificant shift in the com- 
pany's planned future devel- 
opment, said Christopher 
Moran, the company’s vice- 
chairman, leading shareholder, 
and the well-known former 
Lloyd’s name. 

MrStigwood, a long-standing 
friend of Mr Moran, also standi 
to become a significant share- 
holder after having been 
granted options over 350,000 
shares. The company has 3.5 
million shares in issue, and ex- 
ercise of tbe options would 
give Mr Stigwood a 9 percent 
stake in the company. 

Galaxy said it would concen- 
trate on its interests in film, TV, 
musk and stage promotions, and 
added that the business of man- 
aping sports events and artists 
which Mr Webber brought into 
the company when he joined 
Galaxy would be retained. 

Mr Webber, a former vice- 
chairman of Mark McCorma- 
ck’s International Management 
Group, injected his own BM In- 
ternational business interests 
and bought 150,000 shares at 
135pwhen he joined the com- 
pany last year. 

The share price closed un- 
changed at 160p on the Seat 
market yesterday, valuing the 
company, which has yet to make 
a profit at around £5.6m. 

Galaxy paid Mr Webber, who ’ 
did not have a contract entitling 
him to compensation, a con- 
sultancy fee of £55,000 a year 
and a profit-related bonus 
winch lapses with his departure. 
Mr.Wfebberwent on hohday last 
friday and his future plans are 
unknown, according to his 
spokeswoman yesterday. 

Galaxy was created from a re- 
verse takeover of CSC Invest- 
ment Trust by Mike Mansfield 
Television less than- two years 
ago. Mr Moran own about 29 
per cent of the company, Mr 
Mansfield about 15 per cenL 


HSBC Holdings pic <Z> 

1997 Interim Results 


Half-year to 

30 June 1997 

30 June 1996 

Profit before tax 

£2,623m 

£2,321m 

Profit attributable 
to shareholders 

£l,757m 

£1 ,586m 

Earnings per share 

65.93p 

60.14p 

Dividends per share 

20.00p 

15.00p 

Capital resources 

£24,504m 

£23, 403m 


First half 1997 over first half 1 996 

• Pre-tax profit up 13% and attributable profit 

up 11% 

• Pre-tax profit up 21 % and attributable profit 
up 19% in Hong Kong dollars 

• Earnings per share up 10% 

• Dividends per share up 33 % 

• Tbtal capital ratio 14.2% 
and tier 1 capital ratio 9.4% 


Comment by Sir William Purves, 

HSBC Group Chairman 

(Ci am pleased to report that m the first half of 1997 
HSBC Holdings continued to generate a strong 
return on shareholders’ funds, producing attrib- 
utable profit of £1, 757 million, 11 per cent ahead of 
the comparable figure in 1996, despite the adverse 
exchange rate translation impact of stronger sterling 
Our capital strength enabled us to make major 
investments while maintaining dividend growth. 

" Our Board of Directors has declared a first interim 
dividend of 20 pence per share, an increase of 
33 per cent compared with 15 pence declared in 1996. 

'‘Operating profit rose by 19 per cent to £2,402 million 
mainly as a result of asset growth in Asia, the United 
Kingdom and North America which more than 
compensated for the pressure on lending margins. 
Credit quality remained high and cost discipline 
was maintained. 

“We believe that the investments made in the first 
half of 1997, many of which were explained in our 
1996 Annual Report and Accounts, will broaden the 
Group's platform for growth into the next century. 

“The smooth transition of Hong Kong lo a Special 
Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of 
China at midnight on 30 June ms an important 
milestone. Our confidence remains high in the 
economic strength of the Hong Kong SAR, in its role 
as a financial centre and in our position within the 
Hong Kong financial community. 

“I am confident that our committed employees, 
capital strength, continuing technological development 
and cost vigilance will enable us to meet the challenges 
of increasing competition and very rapid changes in 
our markets and turn these into benefits for our 
customers and shareholders around the world. v 


The 1997 Interim Report will be sent to shareholders on Friday, 15 August 1997 and copies may be obtained from Group Public Affairs 
at the address below. 


Incorporated in England kith limited liability 
Registered in England: number 617987 

Registered Offce and Group Head Office: 10 Lower Thames Street, London EC3R &4£, United Kingdom 
Web: www.hsbcpoup.com 
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Wall Street is heading for 
a different kind of crash 


S ince the beginning of 1995 
share prices on Wall Street 
have more than doubled while 
the UK equity market has risen 60 
per cent. The only previous times 
Wall Street had risen so for so rapid- 
ly were in the mega-bull markets of 
1927-I929and 1985- 1987. The chan 
shows the striking similarity be- 
tween the three penods. Both of the 
earlier episodes ended in disaster for 
investors, particularly the 1927-29 
bull market, following which share 
prices eventually halved. White there 
is a significant risk that history 
repeats itself again and Will Street 
takes a tumble before the year-end, 
this bull market is not characterised 
by a bubble in equity valuations in 
the same way as before. 

Judged in isolation the US stock 
market is now just as fundamentally 
expensive, and, hence, in just as dan- 
gerous territory, as timing the Lwo 
previous mega-bull phases, if not 
more so. In relation to any form of 
absolute shareholder value - divi- 
dends. earnings, cash flow, book val- 
ues - share prices are as high or 
higher than they were just before the 
October 19S7 crash. However, m 
bath 1929 and 1987, the distortion 
in US and UK equity prices could be 
seen most dearly in the relationship 
between long-term interest rates or 


The markets may have taken low 
inflation into account but Mark Brown 
and Gareth Williams warn a reduction 
in growth rates could cause problems 


bond yields and equity valuations. 
This is' not the case mistime around. 


Superficially, the current bond 
yield to dividend yield relationship 
in the US does appear to be in dan- 
gerous territory. However, relative 
valuations appear neutral if account 
is taken of the decline in the pay-out 
ratio in the US to a record low. In 
the UK. too. relative equity-bond val- 
uation measures remain firmly in 
neutral territory, with a yield ratio 
of 2 limes compared to 33 times just 
before the 1987 crash. 

It may be, therefore, that current 
equity valuations are justified by to- 
day's lower interest rates. When 
rates come down the return on 
keeping money in the bank falls. In 
these circumstances investors should 
value a given level of future earnings 
more highly. 

Bond yie'lds may be thought of as 
having two components: an element 
which is necessary to compensate in- 
vestors for what they think inflation 
is going to be: and the real interest 


rate. Arguably, equities should be 
more concerned with real interest 
rates because higher prices should 
partially feed through into higher 
profits and dividends. Empirical re- 
search confirms that this is the case. 

This brings us to possibly the 
main distortion in global financial 
markets at the present time. Real 
bond yields have recently fallen be- 
low the levels seen in late 1993 to 
their lowest level since the 1970s. 
This owes much to the situation in 
Japan, where real bond yields have 
tumbled from around 5 per cent at 
the start of the decade to under l per 
cent currently, although real yields 
outside Japan have fallen in equally 
dramatic fashion recently. 

Sub-normal rates in Japan reflea 
its lack of appetite or inability to 
spend. In effect, Japan's excess sav- 
ings are financing the rest of the 
world's financial markets, both bonds 
and equities. In this way, the content 
climate resembles that prevalent in 
the run-up to the bond-market crash 
of February 1994, when inflation rides 
were relatively low. A synchronised 
pick-up in economic activity, or ex- 
pectations thereof would soak up ex- 
cessive liquidity and cause real yields 
to rise. This would cause problems 
for equities even if it were not ac- 
companied by a pick-up in inflati on. 

As for inflation, the process of 
economic and technological change 
in the 1990s has been inherently dis- 
inflationary. Costs have been 
stripped out of all stages of the pro- 


duction process. Products and ser- 
vices are increasingly manufactured 
and sold on a world-wide bass, with 
the result that the competitive pres- 
sure to keep prices down has inten- 
sified These changes have come on 
the back erf 1980s measures to weak- 
en the power of workers. The waves 
of global mergers and alliances cur- 
rently taking place in the financial 
services, telecommunications, trans- 
port and defence sectors are a re- 
sponse to these trends. New 
technology too has played its part. 
Greenspan’s Humphrey-Hawkins 
testimony discussed at length the im- 
pact on US productivity caused by 
computer and telecommunications 
technology, which may now have ma- 
tured enough to genuinely add val- 
ue. In as much as these productivity 
and margin g ains are real and per- 
manent, the rise of the US equity 
market in response is rational. 

The other great sea change in the 
1990s has been the change in the con- 
duct of fiscal and monetary policy. 
Both the US and Europe have tight- 
ened fiscal policy. In the US, politi- 
cians seem intent on balancing the 
budget. The single-currency pro- 
ject has had a similar effect in 
Europe. This has reduced the sup- 
ply of debt and, hence, both real 
yields and inflation expectations. 
The latter effect has been strength- 
ened by the growing influence and 
independence of central banks. 

However, even if markets are 
right to believe in low inflation and 


tow real yields, it is less dear that they 
have factored in the concomitant re- 
duction in long-run growth rates. 
When n ominal growth in the econ- 
omy is only 5-6 per cent it to asking 
a lot of technology-inspired pro- 
ductivity improvements to produce 
the 10-15 per cent earnings growth 
required to satisfy current consen- 
sus expectations. This is particular- 
ly so when labour-cost pressures are 
rising, albeit modestly. 

ft should also be noted that tech- 
nological change is a negative for 
those companies whose capital is ren- 
dered obsolete as a result. This may 
be why, despite all the technical 
progress, there to little evidence of 


any productivity revolution in the 
official data. It is also the case that 
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tile recent performance in US prof- 
its can still be explained by a pretty 
standard cyclical rise in profit share 
and margins. 

One does not have to rely on airy- 
fairy theories about productivity 
miracles. In this respect the current 
bull case in the US certainly echoes 
that is the UK in 1987 when shar e 
valuations were justified on the 
basis of a significant improvement in 
potential economic growth which 
foiled to mate rialis e. 

This cautious view on earnings 
would cany even more weight if stan- 
dard earnings estimates in the US are 
not fully capturing the dilutive effect 
of the growing use of share options 
in employee remuneration - which 
is probably the case. In this way US 
companies are simply storing up 
problems for the future. 

Unlike 1 929 and 1987, current US 
equity ratings may be justified by the 
current low level of bond yields, 
particularly in real terms. Neverthe- 
less, while markets may have oorrectiy 
taken on board the implications of 
low inflation, it is less dear that they 
have factored in the concomitant 
reduction in long-run growth rates. 
A crash of previous proportions 
would require the double whammy 
of a lire in real bond yields from their 
current historic low together with a 
knock to growth expectations. A 
very possible, if not probable, 
combination. 


1994 


1895 


:i998 


Mark Brown and Gareth Williams are 
equity strategists at ABN Amro Hook 
G ovett. 


Tennis anyone? City dears 
out for the summer holidays 


The summer holidays are here 
and Gordon Brown to off to play 
tennis in Cape Cod, the exclusive 
New Englan d resort for New 
Labour people. While everyone 
in the Gty packs their buckets 
and spades, Eddie George will be 
forgetting about interest rates for 
a bit by going walking in the 
Rockies. Hus follows a successful 
walking trip to the Himalayas last 
year by the 80-tigarettes-a-day 
Governor. An excellent opportu- 
nity to breathe some dear air. 

Incidentally, £ hear Mr George 
has a flunkey to follow him 
around drinks parties to make 
sure a dean ashtray to on hand 
wherever he wanders. Isn’t it time 
he gave up the demon weed? 

Anyway, Mereyn King, deputy 
gpvemorof the Old Lady, also 
plays tennis, but it is not known 
whether he will be playing Mr 
Brown this summer. Tuscany is, of 
course, the favoured destination 
for the political masters of the 
European Union. Tony Blair and 
his counterparts, Romano Prodi 
of Italy and Lionel Jospin of 
France, are likely to bump into 
each other for a quick penne a0‘ 
anabbiaia in a lull town some- 
where near Siena. Helmut Kohl 
prefers to stick to the Austrian 
Alps, X hear. 

Some people have had their 
hols and are back at their desks - 
such as BZW’s Attila the Breun. 
Bill Harrison, who returned from 
safari a couple of weeks back. 


People & Business 



Mind you, everything seems to be 
televised these days. I hear 
Meryyn King will present the 
Bank of England’s Inflation 
report next month with a TV 
camera crew on hand. 


Gordon Brown: Will pound the 
asphalt at Cape Cod 


Mr Harrison hasn't been idle. 
He's just hired Naguib Kheraj 
from Robert Fleming to be 
BZW’s chief adminisnanve 
officer. Mr Kheraj, a ludicrously 
precocious 33, spent 10 years with 
Salomon Brothers before joining 
Fleming, where he narrowly 


missed Mr Harrison daring the 
:. The Dulwich 


latter’s stint there. 

College and Cambridge-educated 
Mr Kheraj will report to Mr Har- 
rison on functions including IT 
human resources and finance. Mr 
Harrison has also poached Nick 
Kelly from UBS to be human 
resources director of BZW. 


Marjorie Scardino, chief execu- 
tive of Pearson, discovered this 
week that owning a TV studio can 
be a double-edged sword. She 


hosied Pearson's results confer- 
ence in the company's swanky 
new TV headquarters off Totten- 
ham Court Road, London, in a 
TV studio usually used to shoot 
the light entertainment pro- 
gramme Ghv us a CJue ? 

This game show features celebs 
such as Lionel Blair and Una 
Stubbs acting out charades to 
other luwies. Yesterday the Give 
us a Clue? signs had to be re- 
moved from sight, lest they give 
the wrong impression of ftear- 
son’s new strategy, which involves 
doubling in size over the next five 
years. Ms Scardino said: “We 
thought it would be inappropriate 
to have the Give us a Oue? logo 
behind us as we announced these 
results." 

Incidentally. Pearson's new 
cathedral-like complex for telly 
was originally supposed to cost 
£L5m and ended up at £40m_ Ms 
Scardino has taken this on the 
chin. She confided to me yester- 
day that she'd already bought 
10J0OO shares in Pearson at 749p 
when she became chief executiv e 
of the company. The shares now- 
stand at 6925p so she’s sitting on 
a theoretical loss, but she insists 
she's p lanning to buy more shares. 


Rio Tinto has appointed two new 
□on-executive directors, and 
they’re both card-carrying mem- 
bers of the great and the good: 

Sir Richard Sykes, chairman and 
chief executive of Glaxo Well- 
come, and Lord Thgendhat, chair- 
man of Abbey National. Lord 
Tugandhat to famous for knowing 
virtually everyone that matters, 
having been an MR a big cbeese- 
at the Civil Aviation Authority 
and a grand jromage in the Euro- 
pean Union. Most impressive, I 
think, to the fact that be wrote a 
book in 1986 entitled Making 
Sense of Europe . If only someone 
would. 
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Ms Scardino’s comments had 
to vie with the screening yester- 
day of some climactic moments in 
Grundy TV, one of the stations 
owned by Pearson. One such epic 
moment included the wedding of 
Scott and Charlene in Nagfibours. 
played bv Kytie Minogue and Ja- 
son Donovan, as well as a dodgy 

German version of another soap. 
Sons and Daughters. It's all a long 
wav away from Ms Sordino's 
original foothold in the Pearson 
empire at The Economist. 


Birmingham City Football Club 
has appointed David Gold as 
chair man following the 
retirement of Jack Wiseman. Mr 
Wiseman will take up the non- 
executive role of vice-chairman 
and will continue to be actively 
involved with the club. . 

Mr Gold and his brother, c 

Ralph, own a big chunk of the 
dub and have built quite a busi- 
ness empire since emerging from 
the East End of London. They re- 
cently launched their own execu- 
tive airline based at Biggin HHl, 
the old Battle of Britain aero- 
drome, in Kent. They are thought 
to be worth well over £2Q0m. 


CLK K 


John WiHcock 


Foreign Exchange Rates 

Sterling t Dollar 

Cautery Spot 1 mouth 3 month* 


US 

Canada 

Germany 

France 

toy 

Jacan 

ECU 

Belgian 

Denmark 

Netherlands 

(retard 

Norway 

Span 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Australia* 

Hong (fang 


Sau3 Araisa 
Singapore 


16309 20-18 
22496 71-66 
30398 97-90 
02S2 340-320 
29754 02-14 
Q280 104-100 
16393 35-31 
623*1 21-15 

H634 340-290 
34237 106-98 
U28B 8-2 
12535360-290 
25669 3726 
13099 310-240 
34830 IK-105 
22077 39-34 
•tprtm rs -2 
42901 34-51 
25351 28-35 

61959 37-33 
23926 4944 


62- 59 
209-201 
289-27B 
920-380 

1647 

307-302 

108-101 

59-51 

XM0-900 

319-304 

22-16 

950-880 

116-97 

920-800 

342-328 

125-re 

©3-46 

102-143 

63- 77 
129-110 
63-141 


Spot 1 north 3 norths 


1000 

13794 

16639 

62863 

©244 

1621 

10596 

38470 

71027 

20993 

14448 

76862 

1573 

80320 

15255 

1-1S36 

77527 

26305 

15544 

37506 

14670 


32-31 

39- 38 
U8- 113 

17A-V3 

52-51 

W-15 

76-74 

tt9-T® 

43-42 

8-7 

K7-K2 

54 

93-88 

54-53 

7-5 

5-6 

40- 50 
7-9 
5-8 

19-16 


69-88 
117-116 
359-348 
465-490 
62-01 
46-47 
223-224 
365-355 
128-127 
18-16 
439-419 
23-21 
2B9-Z79 
161-159 
25-23 
13-15 
125- KS 
33-33 

58-53 


D-Mark 

Sp« 


05365 

anoi 

10000 

33727 

97B8E 

634252 

05064 

206401 

3808 

112B3 

03713 

41238 

844435 

43093 

08185 

07263 

41541 

14713 

06340 

20123 

07871 


Other Spot Rates 


Country 

Sterfing 

Dollar 

Country 

Starting 

Doflar 

Argemiia 

16311 

09998 

Mgeria 

warn 


Austria 

213893 

■01151 

Oman 

06283 

'il 

Brazil 


10831 

Patatan 

660383 


China 

135251 

82905 

PhippteTO 

48.4526 



554SA 

a ors 

33994 

55606 

Portugal 

Qatar 

307604 . 
59363 

«afiio 

36410 

Ghana 

358092 

219500 

Russa 

946538 

580200 

Greece 

4PL395 

290.790 

South Africa 

75950 

46555 

Incfia 

563819 

357360 

Taiwan 

469028 

287500 

Kuwas 

QA977 

03051 

UAE 

59921 

36730 


Forward rates quoted high to low ora at a discount subtract horn spot rids 
Rare quoted taw to high are at a premkaru add w spot rate 

“DoSar rates quoted as reciprocate. 

Fdrthe latest foreign exchange rates caB 0891 123 3033. 

CaDa cost sop per minute. 


Interest Rates 


UK 


Gannany 


US 


Japan 


Stye 

675% 

Dbooum 

250% 

Prime 

850% 

DtecouTt 

0 50% 

Renee 


Lomberd 

450% 

Discount 

500% 

Betglom 



810% 

Canada 


Fed Funds 

550% 

Discaunt 

250% 

Italy 


Prfcne 

475% 

SpitlT 


Cartel ■ 

300% 

Dacourt 

625% 

DtecouTt 

296% 

iuDbv Repo 

525% 

Switzerland 


Nrthertanda 

Denmark 


isseden 

Discount 

100% 

Advances 

290% 

Discount 

329% 

Repo (Awe) 

410% 

Lombad 

na% 


Bond Yields 





HESCItaMKnndi 

Country 

Sjt yW4% 

io*r 

f UU% 

CoMrty 

Syr rWdK 

10 1* 

ytaldK 

UK 

70 % 

708 

72 B % 

794 

Netheifand382S% 

4.73 

5 . 75 % 

era 

US 

6.63% 

8.11 

625 % 

622 

span 

790 % 

5-55 

725 % 

G 29 


550 % 

122 

290 % 

224 

M&ian 

625 % 

627 

675% 

668 

Augnta 

160% 

604 

675 % 

639 

9 . 0 % 

4 XI 

625 % 

9.73 


80% 

498 

60 % 

594 

Sweden 

160% 

562 

650 % 

650 

Frame 

4 . 75 % 

4.72 

950 % 

555 

ECU OAT 

60 % 

SIT 

i*0% 

680 

VMckafaMlcn beWlMA . 



ft — rbanliirt 



Money Market Rates 








OWgM 

7Dey 

1 MonUi 

3 Hodhs 

o Haulm 

1 Y«nr 



5 * 1 

5 o » 6*1 6 »n 

6 H 7 'a 

7 '« 7*4 

7 * 

74 

7 ’hi 7 «w 

StataCDs 
Local AuOwrty D 14 W 
Otecourt IflwfatOepB 

8*4 

6<»« 

fill 

6* 

8* 

8*4 

5m 

7 hi 

7 *. 


7"b 

7 « d . 

IVMisgWsPuy) 

" 



6 "« 

5.42 

fin* 

647 

555 

670 

BCULhtodDep 

' 

' 

‘ 

4 « 4 

44 * 4 *a 

4 <* 

49 

4"d4 


Tourist Rates 


£Buy> 

Austrafla(Dolaa) 

Austria<Stf®igaJ 

B 0 Jgfc*n(Frsncs) 

CannttelMne) 

Cypms(Fourtd*) 

DenmarklKimeO 

Hoiindf&Jdere) 


2.1250 

205100 

602000 

£2010 

0.8550 

11.1700 

32730 

37260 


£ Buys 

FmnceCFranca) 38170 
GamanytMarfcs] 2*170 
Onece(Drachmai> 4586000 
Hong Kong(Doflare) 122700 
bviardpurts) JJJ 820 

WyflJra) 2868.0000 
Japan (Yen) 1835000 

MatefLW} 06320 


£ Buys 

New Zeatand(DaSare) 2.4485 
Norway (Kroner/ 120300 
Pirtigal(Escudcw) 293 5000 
Spain (Pesetas) 2437500 
&Mden(KrorK» 72.8390 
Switzerland (Francs) 2.3850 
TurtayUJra) 253350.0000 
Unisd StateBjDolafs) 16938 


Lfffe Financial Futures 

Contract 


Long Gat 
GramanGvtBd 
Brtan Bond 
JMnQwftj 

3Mh Swing 


3 WiEumnk 
3 Mth 6 ur*ra 


3 Udi Euroyen 
SMOiEmxomg 


3 Mth ECU 


FT 5 E 100 

FTSES 50 



SeMemeni 

price 

High/Low 
lor day 

EstConrt 

traded 

Open 

Interest 

Sop 57 

114-21 

-. 14-28 

114-17 

51036 

*73322 

Sep 97 

102.15 

102.44 

1 C 222 

17 EJT 9 

23586 

Sep 97 

13530 -- 

■ 135*2 

1%13 

S 384 

7053*2 

Sep 97 

12650 

I 2 GL 53 

12642 

zsa 

~ a 

Bop 97 

9267 

32.68 

9266 

164'2 

" 3*154 

Dec 97 

32.48 

3251 

3247 

'E 5 E 2 

13-322 

Sep 97 

95.63 

9666 

9661 

K 756 

277556 

Dec m 

9 B *3 

9648 

9642 

«726 

373377 

Sep 97 

9324 

9333 


*•9640 

10^64 

Dec 97 
Dec 97 

9350 
, 9929 

33 66 

3355 

1 SE 34 

90461 

r. 2 

SAPS 

SB «3 

SB 48 

9042 

Ei 6 

=£22 

Tec 97 

9025 

9633 

9623 

43-7 

4533 

Sep 97 

9557 

95.60 

B 554 

■K 3 

5226 

Dec 97 

9553 

9557 

9551 

as 


SBP 97 
[Sep BTj 

4900-0 

45260 

43140 

48610 

683 * 


Industrial Metals 


London Mntal Ewiia nge 



Starr* Cadi 

3m0ts 

veto* 

UE Stocks 


chg 

Aiucrajm HG 

1741 J742.0 

1734 0-35.0 

113818 

827750 

. 

375 

AtoramraADay 

: 505.0-1 ao 

15360-3S 0 

1156 

55080 


BO 

Copper A - 

2319.0-22.0 

2296001 

-- 42668 

• 234950 

+ 

7150 

Lead 

82250190 

6360O7XH 

5840 

173316 

- 

25 

f£5i®! 

7208-7215 

73007310 

28274 

54156 

+ 

114 

7 - 

55455555 

55905600 

4856 

11295 

. 

15 

Znc 

1564 087 J) 

14880060 

17734 

395900 


5100 

Settiemem Corveraon £5 S/Dm 

5# 

Slock TOOimexS dunOBln 

schar-ge rates. 1£276 1.8711 

118.70 

tames ss Pn 01 Ad 



1 Lifte FTSE 100 index Option 



Setflenwnt price: 4890 


dosing offer price 


CaaPul 

Series 


4890 

4900 


4950 

5000 

Total-vote 

Aug 


86747 

56.72 


55/103 

20.140 

- - 

Sep 


150/1 0Z 

120/124 

07.-152 

76162 

-- 

Oct 


194/128 

165151 

14ai77 T152C7 

-• 

Nov 


238/161 

205181 

isa 1 ^ 158-235 

1TC-S1 

Energy 

Brent Crude 

(SftMnel) 

One ofl (S/lonnn) 

wn 


Produelst 

(Strums) 

IPE 630pm 

*chg Yrago 

IPE dosa *chg 


6pm 

SpaCFN'.VEircce | 

Sep 1892 

♦007 

Aug 1722S +0.75 

Sep 

2025 

Prem-UnteElKl 

227229 

Oct 1892 

+604 

Sep 17350 +050 

Oct 

26® 


:9J.i93 



0a 17800 +025 

Nov 

2020 

ECGasaa 

173174 

Vet 237B1 

Index: 1688 

Vot 

104SE 

Dec 

gny; 

Fuel Q3 


UnSnnpMiuiiiH Year igo plow mob* tar &»*■ S3S*endcn On Racm j 

Commodity Indices 




GSCt Indicsa I 


BwiWi 

♦Spat 

%eii 0 0»ir 

31 Dm \ctigYTD Ymrtgo 

%eJi*yr 

Index 

1970=100 

19452 

+1.16 

21526 

■9-83 200.48 

-257 

Agriciftuna 

1970=100 

Z3694 

+616 

23123 

+3-33 2®,1? 

-689 

Mu^Metab 

1983=100 

76® 

+15S 

85.06 

1642 71-80 

-24= 

1977=100 

19257 

+1.07 

166.79 +14.C8 164 7Q 

+1692 

Lmstodc 

1970=100 

19759 

+611 

191.03 +148 197.® 

+632 

PTBOous Uetete 1973= 100 

42238 

+625 

46334 

■8.88 494.75 

•1433 

tCtaWMOll AupS7 






Precious Metals 




Spmk &Son 

pm ft* cz 

s c 

Cotas 

S 

C 

t E 

P!aM3Ti 448® 27550 

Britannia 

354 

217 Nugtands 

3261341 2007309 

FafiatSum 23930 146H) 

Brdanna.5 o; 

178 

109 Sovo 

77/88 47*a 

Sd-.«rspcS 44600 274® 

t)ntannia55 az 

91 

56 Nobles 

431/447 2847274 

Gcid Buhr 323® 19531 

Brtanrua.lOts 

39 

24 Maple Led 

333/354204/217 

Agricultural 





CMS 

Cocoa 

Coffee 


Barley 

Potrtoea 

FoMoee 

LZF” £tonne 

U?rE 

Stame 

IffFE 

EAonne 

LFFE E/tanne 

AM QaflOQhg 

Sep 1013 

Sep 

i860 

Sep 

7725 

Nov 62.00 

vot 

Dec 1044 

NCv 

1655 


7355 

Mar 125.00 

Not 

Mar 1066 

Jan 

1630 


Si-55 

Apr 137.00 

Apr 24 JO 

VOt 340 

Vqt 1245 

Vok 

3314 

Vot 

134 

Vot 801 

Wide Sugar 

BnigU 


Wheat 


Com 

CtefebusM 

Set* 

Llr+c Jtune 

UFrc SUBdxpt 

UFFE 

Stam 

CBOT 

Od 32720 
Dec 32230 

Aug 1295 
Sen 1360 

Sep 

Nov 

82.00 

84.75 

Sep 275.00-262-50 263.00 

Mar 323. B0 

Vd: 

137 


06.75 

Dec 27606203.00 288.00 

Yd 739 

hKfaix 1283 

Vd: 

1® 

Mar 283^6271.00 272.75 


Other Softs 


unq Maze (No 3)** Stow 

Jut'Aug Copra ft] Storm 

Od Cotton (NY) UScertflb 

unq Wod Acont/Kg 

Sep Rubber* Mcartftg 


w*1 

710.00 

7518 


unq 

25060 


QiVW : 10 ia ^ B ;- BBiTOiW ^- i n iW » w * W °" M i « -« IW » W " HEiwp » aB » B »; Ft No uu WWHwWi 


AugfOct SoyeOaa RJlOOkg 11300 
Sop/Ocl Coconut OB tftS/tonne 58000 
unq Sunflower Otto Shame unq 
Aug Rape&eedOflSaflOKg 10350 
Aug/Sep Groundnut 01 Sftama 1105.00 


Latest Unit Trust Prices 




1M 


ABN AMRO Pwitbralw LM 
37-41 Bedford Row, London WCIfl AM 
t !*S!W A W71J13 m * „ 

5 *<Sil 33055 2 »S* 127 

SAW 10*96 055 

.*1043 ZS 3 BS 33 B 

nrilMaEqlnagnii t»i ** 1JBJ» &«7 


AXA Equity 8 Lew IM Trutt Inn 
AM fgfty I km Kee. Corpora** SuCowsby 



3§?p rSa is 

Ml W 6 217 

3S140 mu 217 

t so IBM BO *M 

90 SK.10 4» 

JO Still 4*7 

9M* ns 

«SB« 4S4B0 a CO 

•JTffl *CS 70 003 

S » W 3 B art 

433*0 44730 004 

rasa iw.ni zai 

<32 SO 1410 ) U ] 

B7B! JE 2 ? 411 

liTfin tea art 

7193 7052 205 

66*7 7 C 7 Z 2 JE 

mi. i„. imicini LUM 
11 BraaWrt. SUM Ionian. EfSdSJ.Tet 0181 


Uses ** 





ttOw* 





Gatmxjra Find 
Outaon Hauaue-tS 
BOO 

T»fc 0T71-3JO 2000 D4rtr 
JUa 
UK 




IS 


R 


■wur »» 







H v 

1 I 

rt.1T 
211.10 


IS 


IRS 




ass 

o« 


4787079 



Bf 

3& 

ISi 

gStoirtt MW ta«^« M pram 





11240 V 

is 





But 


®§ ass 


“Information professionals rank 
Fmandal Times information as the most 
bnportant UK business mformation provider" 


Anmial Busness Information Survey 1996, 
Heaiflmd Btemess IttfinaatiDa 


H n a n cial 'Hints Infonnation provides online information 
from over 5,000 business sources ramprkmg 43 milli rm 
dociaoen ts , as well as a database of 3.5 miDion securities 
and fundamental data on quoted companies. 


Tut marc infannatkm contact Andrew Hurt on +44 171 825 8420, 

Or ennat in&xg'ftxrm fiarfrcc samples of <ot services, visit cmr^ webste: 
hflp-7/wwwinfoiLcam/ 


FT 


FINANCIAL TIMES 
Information 



m i 

1 § 



736 * d 0*9 

(204 2B 
M 44 l 2 J 2 
2761 Kb 
81.10 *86 


mi 


BSB 


nio 

.5506 437 


8176 


IS 



H is 

«r h is 

AS 

139*11 5 <3 

T&.I0 17997 SvS 

wys '25S 

«« 9002 MO 


Mhmm open tym NEaaMSTaUpime (Disi; 

£&**** gg £% 

PVfMuUM That Hind LW 
Mpatrt Hrt, 47.es artoo Hart 

bnwtenBnioMIJkil OJ«1418ia 
”*»**« - , . ga* mum sur, 

KS 021 

" 4 *‘ * “ — ' k* 54*97 5B2M aiS 

If ata %$ 

£ 5S SiS SE 



^ sS 

34171 w 

is 

18734 3.; 

ISS 0010 

ass gg; 

189.19 oS 

9*22 JOB 

iSS OSl 

g a 

gs 

!ao * 

’as ss 


FT 


FINANCIAL TIMES 
Information 
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°bal recognition the aim 
°f a galloping gourmet 




TJgg* tom of Cossfi-Je- Q . 

jou, Touraine C a^°° ^ R'chard Edmondson talks to Olivier Peslier, a 

SSfewiSSKSsy Jockey searching for the finer things in life 

r^- cd 3 profil newspapers and television recognise him but they thin! 
Parisian tfle finest bv R nV ni* 4* dls,IC Propped up channels discussing racing. In I am his driver. 

Panmn homes $ Ascot winners at France we have Paris-Tutfznd “1 like the English jockey 

The tastes of its most f.. and io- 1 . that w about h " 

home-^ovm far J^nd the lv SUrkSSi 1 p ^ ucc ^ c]car ‘ A by-product of the Re- 

™^f K c >wn Produce. h Qw . trioKr^h ’ un V kc comp * v puWic’s apathy towards the 

SSivtn h n- eaten kan Saroo, rau !h 1 ^ who found 50 s P° rt of tne figures they bc- 
^ - ^P tor,Sna keand courses Vh b . U i?” our racB " headed is that Peslier wanders 

^5 : ^ h,CbtMles| & eh ^r ^ I ^ y J migh * ** unrecognised in his home- 

U pS?ii teD u lo S ettier " Olivi- Sf« inr»l PP - ,ed w,, l 1 *“ d - ^nd. When, on occasions, a 
er Peslier, the French cham- p t . sli c . I P°?ii ing an a,rha g- bunch of dark-haired people 

pion jockey, says. “And or , „. e ?^ r ' sd 'ffurent.Hc ism P F 

course I have eaten horc* ■ r y sh l ‘* hL * understood buth 

It’s good." in and nut of the saddle. His *1 am ridlnff IH 

Peslier then not only bites Bual”^ 1 31 0ur forei S n lan ’ — . ® 

the hand Lhat feeds him He £r ^ >s energetic rather than England for mV 

also chews and sw-aUows iiu FT*'*? 1 u is considerably I - ,, S» C,I,U ^ 

f J° Ws *ood funune Snch <w. ^ > experience. I 

that the species is stocked h„ ; r v lcn - Lo,IU - i° think of it. u “ 

bad communicators, because EnMish ' ‘ ha ° Pa ‘ EddCi > , ' Jf WQOt tO fide 

horses run for Peslier desnite -i . . 

ws appethc for chomping ^ dfor everywhere in 

through their famiiv r- s ex P L r,L nce - Peslier says. J 

they ron for him like few men the WOlid’ 


unrecognised in his home- 
land. When, on occasions, a 
bunch of dark-haired people 


the band Lhat feeds W^Hc 
also chews and swallows it j{ 

**« «»od fortune 
that the species is stocked by 
bad communicators, because 
horses run for Peslier despite 
his appetite for chomping 
through their family. In fact 
they run for him like few men 
alive. 

The 27-year-old has this 
season taken the same journey 
as the William The Conqueror 
cruise line once navigated and 
with similar results. 

He has completed almost a 
century of rides in Britain this 
campaign during the recesses 
of the French programme, 17 
of them winners at a strike- 
rate of 36 per cent. A £1 lev- 
el stake on each of his mounts 


precise, nut it is considerably 
etter than Put Eddery's 
French. Come in think of it, it 
is better than Pat Eddery's 
English. 

"I am riding in England for 
mv experience," Peslier says. 
"I want to ride everywhere in 
the world. And ir 1 can ride 
gi* *1 horses here it's easier for 
everyone when the horse 
eomes to France. 

“I think it’s easier for a 
French jockey riding here than 
Ihc other way round because 
the pace of the gallop is more 
regular. The best horse usually 
wins, but io France it is much 
slower and more tactical. 

"As well, people don’t re- 
alise how different it is here. 
There are many journalists. 


point expensive camera equip- 
ment in his direction there is 
another at his side they have 
their sights on. 

"Everybody seems to know 
the jockeys here and I think 
I'm more famous in England 
than I am in France,” the rid- 
er says. 

"When I walk down the 
Cfaamps-Elysees with Yutaka 
Take all the Japanese tourists 


recognise him but they think 
I am his driver. 

“I like the English jockeys 
because they try hard and 
they arc used to riding every- 
where in the world. The 
American jockeys ride only in 
America. 1 like Michael Ki- 
nane and Frankie Dettori, but 
a lot of jockeys arc good on 
their day. Even the very best 
jockeys make mistakes and it 
is impossible to be a jockey 
and not make a mistake oc- 
casionally.* 1 

Peslier's luxurious Chantil- 
ly home must have seemed a 
world away for the stonema- 
son's son. Certainly the estate 
agent thought so, and when 
Peslier first completed his in- 
spection of the premises he 
was asked when his parents 
were going to arrive. 

Dettori is now a regular 
visitor and when he turns up 
it seems right to open a bot- 
tle of Chateau Margaux *83 
from the host's 40ti-strong 
cellar. “You can pay £100 a 
bottle in the shops for some 
wines, but 1 have a good friend 
in St Erailion, near Bordeaux, 
and he buys for me,” Peslier 
explains. 

"I have very good relations 
with Frankie. We drink wine 
together. It's good to open a 


good bottle with a good friend. 
1 have a lot of bottles. 1 like 
very good wine, ft tastes good 
with something like pheas- 
ant.” 

As he talks about food and 
drink Peslier gives a typically 
Gallic action, making a clus- 
ter of his fingeis and then kiss- 
ing them. This is not a gesture 
you see here in a fish and chip 
shop or on a building site af- 
ter the corned beef doorsteps 
have been removed from 
greaseproof paper. 

Life is good for Peslier, 
whose daughter Megane will 
be two in September. He 
shares his life with Marie, a 
television reporter who had 
quite an effect ou the de- 
crepit rutting stags of the 
Channel 4 presentation team 
when she appeared with them 
ou 2,000 Guineas morning 
back in May. 

Her husband has already 
won an Irish Derby, a Prix de 
1’Arc de Triomphe and, this 
season, a Prix du Jockey Cub 
(French Derby) on Peimre 
Celebre. It seems there will be 
plenty more where they came 
from if Olivier Peslier main- 
tains the extraordinary link he 
seems to be able to forge with 
racehorses all around the 
world. 

And remember, when you 
see him whipping a horse in a 
finish there is no malicious in- 
tent in mind. He is just ten- 
derising them. 



Dab hand: Another victory for Olivier Peslier 


Photograph: Gareth Watkins/Reuters 


HYPERION 

ZD0 Huntswood £30 Peppers 

230 Russian About (nb) 4 jOO INDIAN RELATIVE (nap) 

£00 Stand TSaB 430 Samara So ng 

GOING? Ik**] io Firm iTOun-d ). 

STALLS: Smug hi culm* - /tanris ruunri count? - ouunrfc 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low for 6f & Of. high for 7T ia> |Jf. 

■ Right-hand, undulating course. 

■ Gome is W of town off KM Westcnhangcr Maiian (service from Lurelon, Char- 
in* Ch»a;J aitjoins uoune. ADMISSION: ill (under- 1 fe ftw) CAB PABK: Free. 

■ LEADING TKAENERS WITH RUNNERS; E Hannon - winner* from I U7 run- 
ners ai a rauo of 15.7% Rtrain a return UJ a SI fc-wlauke af-AO.Ul; RAkebnm- !U 
92 winner*. 17.4 runner*. 44. 37; Maumnan- 14 wtnnws, U-l nmnw, )4-9*v’i2SJ«; 
© L Moore - 12 winner s. 100 runners, 12.6%. 429.32. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: G DaffieM - ID winners. 110 17.3 -0-1.54 Psal Eddery- 18 
winners. f»7 nde\ 18.0%. 42.(19; T Onion- 18 winners, 1 19 rides. 15. | -12.27 Dane 
py rin - 1 4 winners. 75 rides, 19. 7%, +140JW. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Alpen Wolf l vimredl (2.001, Tjunerln Boy (2.001, Vic- 
tor Blum (:(.:»). 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DASSs None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: &mara Snog (4.20) sem 185 mfnie* by I Wffilains from 
Abredunriu ITfcrri & Worm. 

fo n h EUROPEAN BREEDERS FUND BURW4SH NOVICE STAKES 
| AMU} (CLASS D) £4,600 added 2Y0 5f Penalty Value ££333 

1 341 HUNlSWI)CDfieWMsDl : CackiRKanre]n94 RMqpas2 

2 21000 M»«M»n’C13JPKMrF8«saWBft»90 ttOutM/lB 

3 56050 MPaWOFfiJfMrRHaim! WfA*8l2 aamONeRSV 

4 0421 MEANS BUSINESS (10) <D) (ltutoe Thonu^ireds 0) B Meehan 8 12 MTUAaBBB 

5 0 MAMMEaAU0EpaiMrPCJ0BlWJTefcra7 SSa«lem4 

6. IHWBaiBttWreAMCJtedelJSDQwar MHMwttS 

- S declared - 

BETTO& 1-2 IMatMood. 9-2 A^oo Wofl, 11-2 Madame Ciaads. 7-lTMnata Bay. B-l Means Bad- 
Ha> 9-lTlwBeana 

199& No con m wrtfng wee 

FORM GUIDE 

Thrt to Trans islwuJ on Hi* debut at Newbury In Aaw, HUNTSWOOD boat only one home 
whan favourite lot Pnnce Foley's race at Windsor Ih* ctys law bui Richard Hannon's run- 
ner finished Mile more than a length oft that cod - who has slnca scored tor Wifi tlma - and 
he recouped tosses at Chester three we«tea0>. Huntswood rnadaaB and. quieten tog wd 
nennrrgthe lurtoi^ pole, be« Tate A Turn a oouple Ot fefipns. The son ol Wantogcan prop-ess 
further and he cJocb not haw much to beat. Means Arabwaa was In Writers tor the flret 
tana when lareteg a UngfWd seller am days ago. hawig previously tooted urtudy when 
runrtre Daynaflee to halt a lengm m the same ^ade at Leicester. For ure forecast a itatr 
candJctotB s iamw Toiler's Madame Ctaude. ni the better far her deout run behind Bayfeaf 
m a good maiden Hites' went at Newbury tan days ago. The 5tt “eha^lrrtoi^w^ 
verteesoorer m Teapot Row at Newmarltat on Saimlay, Saiactkm: HUNTSWOOD 

flK-^RT FWT MARSH SHOW SELUNG SIAKES (CLASS G) ££875 added 
[2-30J 2Y0 Allies 6f Penalty Vahie £1^85 . 

1 0 FIRST DEA (8) Ms A M Upsddft S Dow 8 10. -MRqtaiteT 

2 bo JtvasRA tta fl»g5 Users ^ogtasJ Q 

3 22 UTTIE TUMBLD1 [14} [BR (lAifar F Itee*) 5 Ytoodnai 8 ID PpMGdduyS 

4 54S2TO WOMClAOiWE [18) [M*i TomplaB Brer M a ^ 

5 00 RUSSIAN ABOWmtteerRsctoSM CtanwiBM- pp *?* y ?* 

6 00 SB^W«0(Z«(rtewaeF^APJcrw8U) Stote3 

7 00030 SHANNON (Ml (Mf Bw C Diijer 8 10 KR*»1 

BEnWB: wmUeTtefttei. 74 Sbateten. M PWtfcla OWa, S-l BisaSmAI«ootlfl-iJI«wa,M-l 

^^ ^ 1 ^Ta T 10^Hgi0l&ltAPiones)*a^tSllran 


FORM GUIDE 

liTTLE TUMBLER can gam d well earned van 3fter ttnang one too good n both her outing. 
Steve Wootfenan's charge ran on wed when going down a heod to Atad Test on her oebut 
owir today's tnp at Imptotd last month and she was beaten ft® lengths by The Honorable 
Lady am sewn furlongs at Yarmouth. Shannon puled ham to natfiwy when 17 tengnms 
adrtft d Lmie Tumbler at Yarmouth but she finished a three-and-a-half length second to Re- 
Revolution In a cowse-and-dstanoe maiden auebon before that and mltfu prtwde most 
darfjrr mth Weren Fallon booted tor the nde. Patrida OOwe. a three- tenen runner-igi to 
Eltenbioijk at Hamilton m June, but unplaced to both races since, wpeais most of the oth 
ere. Selection: UTTLE TUMBLER 

H ROSS & COL SOLlCntlRS HANDICAP (CLASS D)£5j000 added 
Gf Penalty Value £3^80 

1 -00022 PRESatTGOdAIlON ( 8 ) (Bf) (WrS Uiy) R GufcT4 10 0 KFtfW7 

2 546230 COfMCHE QUEST (U) (C) (D)(BF) WrMBSepI M Charm 4 9 2. ft Eddery [ 7 ) 2 

3 431302 SHNDTAU.pl) CTIMrChfeltn^lUiVHeinesS 90 MBWartsL 

J 210020 SOITIB»n’P8)(D)(MrN^SSheteJKSWB4 8 a DIHBMI 

5 556601 SQUAIlCQUEat UTlPlftSJ Jrtrgfcn)Cttejer3 8 7 ,T E Dwcaa P ) 8 

6 000664 ROB&UON til) (0) (Mrteor^S Thorn|SOr) D Mtklftnol 6 B 6 StMlbnrtii3 V 

7 661000 R 0 CXCRACKH 1 P) (CO) (A* P E ACto) G Lfe^BOr 5 B 6 G B e t te si 4 B 

8 06060 TMABBB DBBItOTCTC Abbey AwtestejM MUM 8710 — teraUiTwihiH5)5V 

-Sdsdsrei- 

UHmm wj (gi c Tst 20B». 7/ue nanrScao WSOera Dreem 1st 6 ft. 

BETTPIR 11-4 Stand Ta*. 7-2 Comtete Quest 4-1 Pnmnt S wuu an o. 5-1 tepradc guaee, S-l Ht>- 
beHon. 7-1 Scnfliab u iy. 9-1 tex te cra tewr. 14-1 Wndws Praew 
1996: Never Tlw* Tteca 3 9 2 C Scd* (7) 5-1 (K Wry) Own (31 10 ran 

■ FORM GUIDE - -i 

n«Mnt Generation, <9M a mateon but nrum-up on foe occasions - mdurkng behnu Mez~ 
zorsmio to a fteid of 16 KYarmouih end Satlo at Newoestle on his last te» sarb -mi haw 
Weren Palon's assistance for the first wrte and could go close even w«h res iflst but OOR- 
NICHE QUEST b preferred. Jhe seteeben's three wine last season mefaded one ft a seSer 
ever sevfen furlong; here and she went in over five at Carlisle and owr s* at Nottmgiam 
both to May. Fter lenphs dear of the thud when toched out by Pizzicato (winner of her pro- 
nous race) at Bnpnon three weeks ago, she toOmcd with a length-and-*-had second to 
RasMThe Force when market leader a Bngtton but was retogated to Uteri- Baha B taa. w&o 
chalked up fiw victories to 1996. hasn't shown the same sparine Ovs season but he Ad 
show signs of a return to form last wne whan a fast-firtslwg fengBi ftxnth of ten to Ast*- 
emazy ovar the fiatongj at Chepstmv 11 dqys ago and the return to six wfl sul Stand Ta 8 
ran Bartason to half a ler^h in a field of IS at Bfl 0 *on last time and could trouble the 
best of these. Seanwiwy gamed consecutive wins ax Muwetourgi laetter) m Aprv and at 
Windsor the fcttowmg month, the first tune wtth Fatal aboard and the second under today's 
partner, DanyB HaBareL Kart Burte'a iuvier has finished unpBoett to mree of his Bsc four 
starts but was runner-up to Broctune Gold on a retun to Musselburgh on lus penultimate 
start and is 7 Bj lower dwn Ns last win. Aquatic Quaen won a 17-runner maiden handrap 
off an 8 ft towar mark at «pon lost month and might progress agato. RoekcracNer ran on 
stronfly to win mow dectewely over couree and dtetenca tour races ag> - lAbdera Dream 
a tervtwBh eitfnh of 14 - but a margnafly worse off with Hobetoon, wtoo finished a lengdi 
rete a half In front of Nm when both were unplaced to Merano m Salisbury three vraeta agp. 

SeiecfSan: CORMCHE QUEST 

I ra on I CHERJTON MAIDEN HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4^00 added 
lm 4f Penaitv Value ££261 

1 0-0602 MOW COLONY C 20 ) (Ms Bena Lnan*) Lady Hemes 4 10 0 PtefiEMay4 

2 246523 PHTOtS P3)(M 14 NehesDodBOK Bute 4913 XF*Bob3 

3 000- DWT {377) 0 * 0 HflggXO SV M PrescflK 3 9 3 G MMd 6 

4 0-6003 VEH0WCA FRANCO (15) fMrJJWetarfl PFtaR&r4 8 7 DraeUlteR2 

5 ODOO SYUMNJIiBUBBN(2Q8bsRAJQmori)PM(ctieB3B5 G Carter! 

6 000040 VICTOR BUD* [USA) ( 8 ) Mr R DU Rosaiol C Hagai 4 710 RRieadi(3)7B 

7 oocos aa&uausum&SMi&QrutoHadetawnssmtrw — 

-7 dectand- 

MtrWDum *n&c 7a 10b Tiue handtep wewitB Wear atom 7st 7b, Anoetuos laty 7tt 6 b. 

BETTING: 2-1 Peppers. 5-2 1km Cotaft M Varoolca Rsaco, 5-1 MR, lfl -1 Victor Mu, lfi-l 

SMW >*■-*« 20-1 towliliilniw im 

L^ftRatogSPtefS 98 Rauffibsy U-2 ICHown) dawn 131 11 ran 


FORM GUIDE 

PEPPERS tools the pidi on her length ttwd eehtod Pay Horaqge 0 Bath. Still has run oth- 
ev good races, todutteg when romer-up m Debutante Days ■ Haydock the tone befara last 
and cnasmghcme Star PrecaMnatNo a ngiamm the spring. Keren Fa Bo n t a ke s the mount 
Moan Coioay Is on the upgrade Judged on his second to D*tf> on las handicap debut at 
Ung&ekJ and. even wsh hs lost - he 0 ves Peppers lb - rates the chief throat in e weak 
coreesL Veronica Franco, wtoo totte mmor honours behind Nothing Doeig and Sstude/s 
Lmglieid vemer Sapptwe Son at Windsor two weos ag> - Victor BIum two and a naif lengths 
adrift m fourth and 20> better - could Mao pose a threat. Sel e ctor: PEPPERS 

nrrarai VWRREN HANDICAP (CLASS F) ££300 adUed«Gs& mares 
6 f 189yds Penalty Value £2^24 

1 65000- T»ES0FTHESp2qi!E){B)(MrASFGd)GLUtae41O0 Candy Mantel 

2 -00440 fMXAN NEbUNE (19 1 1 * Ate teiyarRGbest 4 100 itartte Owjer<3)6 

3 400301 EHASMt22)(CO)flteArraLSarefertiP3tMeiiiel59«-_-_. PBtocrtetaN 8 

4 00003 CHAMREACIKMC19IMBGteMaSiMl3ns38U GCwtor9 

5 000100 BUMBUsnouS (38) TO 5* Owgiipner Cuna) 3 Harron 3 B 7. — ■..DrawONaR 2 

6 000433 DNNn«m(l*GBNny)HCflBngslU>387 N terra 5 

7 00000 PR*BUH(26)WBAVabtt«jRAtefusi4B6 SSnodMS4 

B 000544 TACHYCARHA P5) 0* Onsatte Unr l R CSuteW 5 7 13 B Hre«* Pfl 3 

9 o-oooo MRBanimcMmftajAmMsLJteefsrio JOatar 


Five-timer for McCoy 
at Newton Abbot 


3 400301 SHA81l(22)(CO)0laAmLSandHsmtMidM594-~— — PBfiwdW48 

4 00003 CHAMREACIKMC19IMBGteJaMSiMl3ns38U GMv9 

5 000100 BUMBUSnoUS |M)P8 9* Chnstnpha Curia) B Harron 3 8 7. ■..DraPteaR 2 

6 000433 DNNnEEm(UrGBNny)HCflBngd»387 N terra 5 

7 00000 PRRBlA(26)M5AVaiBliiiuRAWust4B6 SSradm4 

B 000544 TACHTCARMATOIMrOM5iafter(jnMR06iton5713— -RHiti«kCB3 

9 00000 BARBWIiaf (3<9 ft* naff JAM us lieuf 5 7 10 J Outer 

-9 declared - 

Urtmum magfic 7a IQBl True baniicap wage Bj rbraOBi 7a. 

BETTBia 52 btete Retetho, 4-1 Rtentnwdwri, 5-lltedqcenii, 18J tote ffMcUai. 7-1 Ptee- 
twe, 8-1 Piteratf. lfl-1 Rrwlfi. 14-lfbne Of Tteas, 38ailtefii— i 
199&Uunaa2eBl3B6GHatfl4-l(PHana|ib3Mi(9i lltao - 
PDRM GUIDE 

MMAN RELATIVE, wfio shapes as though she «wa be sated by the'rtdum to sewn fttoone*. 
can epen her seasonal account- The seieawn. successful over five ftnlon^ at Etedcpr and 
su at Bath, both m June of 1996. ana a neck seconds ro Clan Chlfcf Iff the Wtttam rtll Spretr " 
Cup at Goodwood In September, last ran ewer seven when tterd to Atomein at Cenancfc the 
time before fledcar. todan Relative's two bes runs ttom five o&top the term were fourths 
id KAciden Lad at Ungfield m. May ana to Baym a Ban me todowing month, keeping on at 
me one pace. She Is on lOst but good qpprentce Martm Duyer cates off 3a. The combi- 
natiori nujjit nave most TO fear from Rmdr us t t ons. unplaced in her last two tins but 0 win- 
ner at Newmarket before mat. producing a strong bust to narrowly defeat Jangiynve tenner 
of her two precedng races end successful since) and Sun Fauy a neck and a head. 

Setectoc INDIAN RELATIVE 

la raral KENT MESSENGER GROUP MATOEN HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
t r<eOV £4500 added lilt If ttflvds Penalty Vtfue ££494 

1 440 BEWfUG(7S)oriLGU3aurUdyitornB4ZO0 A CMS 

1 03240 UISABY M ISheMi Mohmned) I Gosan 3 9 5 GHM7 * 

3 34000 DRAteffS BACK (ill) (Mr towto Paajjf) D Oltoni 4 9 2 CBwihel 2 

4 02232 SAMARA SONS 03) (Tuttn BtedBN l Mten* 48 U KM»t 

5 550603 1EZAAB(U)fMrMxUaSMd'nM048Hirtuy3713 MMte Dnyar (3) 8 

6 -00003 COUHTRYlHAnaitZT) ItesBSuraeOC HngC4 7 10 - J| Fftondi (») 8 

7 56U56 MSAtawKAtE(RIMrJahnBaR]ftJkihnBesy5710 Hml 

8 00CVQ2 EGCMX Omc& [10} 1W BCfStOH Hater 4 7 ID )Qpte5B 

-Bdecterad- 

AAterm nel^ 7» 10ft Trw fiandto Hi0Kfteto Rtete 7a 4Bi Efioitte QOixr 6n Ub 
BBTMGt 94 Samara Snog, 3-1 Uteraty, 7-3 Tteaub. 8-1 Ctetetiy Thaltk, 133 Bra Hug, B-l Ex- 
earth* Officer, UW Da0mb Back, 201 . Urate Rcyafra 
199& Sawatd 3 9 U Pte Eddery 11-4 U Gradanl Onm (3) 9 on 
FORM RUBE 

SAMARA SONG looks posed to regmr a wel earned fit« success after three seconds and 
3 thud from his last tour starts. Those races were at or around a mie and the return id he- 
ther should be to the four-year-old's Bung, whto Keren FaSon. who partnered ten Wtoms' 
cnarge When he ran Chasetown Ryar to a length « Windsor to June, is back m me sadde 
hem. Sonata Song mtffn have most to tear from Utanuy, onpiacati in Uaaba's race at . 
Yarmouth but tawunw wtoen m the fame m her three races before that, factoring a ftve- 
lenph Ayr second beheid Dundel to June. Couauy Thatch, who gamed a place lor the first 
tune when mad to Battle Ground in a seder hem test cma, mitfado best of me cdhere. Bt- 
•effua Ofllosr ftorshad o tfveeHUngm second u AfcraM Menture on ff» sand « Saufftwef 
-Dra*otfa Buck beaten out ot sW» -but is TBjhrgw here. SateotoK SAMARA SONG 1 


HYPERION 

Z1S Mowbray 2AS Admiralte Secret £15 Sean 
Hunter £45 Myttons Mfetake 4J5 More Tlwai 
You Know 445 PouMe ° scaT 

GOING: Good u> FTrm (Good 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low for W. vriien sells ter rfde. 

jtocrvvdarMS^rena^ 

BUSBSBED rasr TIME S*»«W 

«e3sssaw5» 

nwen. S. tilarrto rgan. . — , — 

[2 as] 

1 o BUZZ THE jJWEWrt)90 ^Jlara? 

I 

I -PS ^SZI 

J Utft&A M Jchrasxi89 — — — ^WRyaiS 

a A ZAIiBE3(lSA}OT Dta * r89 ” 


rra-Xei itEDCAR, RH»ON & THJRSK’ HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £4025 SMided Im 5f 375yds 

1 01540 BAUPOBfT (40) fl3 G M Motre 4 10 0 

2 611064 B*t^OMWamPARHcir^*99J^ 

3 SS 

5 OOal A»«AlSS£CRe(8)(CI^CW^8813^-_X^lB 

6 B6D06 WzntN (U) (0) JBariksSBfl Clratt«r(gi3 

a awed »^^OT M Har7ra^86^ 

9 26050 (aASH OF SWOOPS (68} P Qjter 4 8 B~~— :7 jt PgR> f 

10 0O320 WNNaACO (HU C PoiTIW M [A --Tr 1 *”" "g*?" 1 ? ^ 

11 015304 BOSE OF 6LEHN (17) P O B Pafil g j _8 3- Tg«te7 

12 03155 OTM. tttCUS CO) «? i H &rmB BO- 

n 226410 MWA»ll*!WeW.flRJftrteT82 JEFeteuB 

M 042 DOCBUf SHARP PS) M Jofinsan 3 8 0 > 11 g 

15 66620 KARA8AH P35 W Stortj 5 7 12—.- -TWfcwtB 

is 0500 BSSMOT(70?AesYA»jley3 710 IMcAdeyfDR 

-Udactered- 

Mrtenum w(ffto wiflB. hue tendka pitefft jteaafr.ftf »■ 

liJtemlnfttSenaL B-l Data. 8-1 Ub» 

w. Kguanartyra BA ROM Of Btena, 16-1 Dwbty Step. fWM Otcm, 
2D-1 CtefcOf Swords, 5S-1 oGl«s 

l - 4 - -n fiEVBRLEY WESTWOOD* SSJJNG STAKES 

3wXb| (CLASS G) £2,875 added lm 7f 177yds 

1 630420 RRBABIIW JJ0TNB59 12— 

2 30000 (HTWAAil (fflj (80) UaASmi>ai*59 8 — * 

3 45-303 HABSAYAS (IB) [COj M Carectio 4 9 8 — Dra lfcMf ° 

4 462020 SWtfHMDiPqDDWW49fl 

5 OCECCB S»WS DAHCCB (U) ElnaraA S3—- Nm'WdiirBB 

8 00530 0tEWBR^{15)Jto»4gW3a7w-^te*fl* v 

-Gdaeterad- 

BBilNGEU-USm UtoteiMIliiMjw. IM 16-iaW Derate 
20-1 Ocew Omm, 2S-1 Btoarar . 


r ra 4e ‘DONCASTER TOWN MOOR 1 HANDICAP 
■S’** 0 ! {CLASS F) ££300 added 7f 

1 43M20 BASS ftlHteW {20} D Chapman 4 10 0 AOAbrafi 

2 004144 MYITDNS MSMIE (2) m A BaNy 4 9 12 1 Mm (7)2 

3 00000 NtWJntCM) (0) R Bas»nan4910 — HBurikaraRU 

4 652025 LEGAL ISSUE (18) (CO) WHa^i 5 9 10 RiappInlO 

5 000703 ffiaX£IKlC8(tt)fJ0Nea4 93 1 Cartel 

6 30000 MY GODSON (15) (CD} MDodS 79 7 CT)N«Mt3)17 

7 000530 aP9fPRMCesS(lR(CqMWEBiaiby3S6 T lucre 8 

8 -43358 RBJ BiBStS (U)3) 0 NchcAs 3 9 5 WHjre7 

a 124004 DtSPOL DIA1I0ND (13) (D| G Otomya 4 9 4 KDeriqrS 

10 031306 KDMLUCXY (CO) A ttefidard 5 9 3 — CLwrtter (5) 6 V 

11 -00040 rof tt teABLE UZ (28) (Q M Haramotll 790 — IFortmelA 

32 046060 *aSIO*C QUrai (87) (CD) P Evans 3 8 10. I F Egm 11 V 

13 0050 PAHMN(22)BMBg3813 1 Spate 3 

14 00002 MnKE(55)NB)ute4812 IWraw« 

15 000602 SMGIM1H«EBAW(19)BMcMNMn6BU IMriU 

IS 00004 StlPtRPABK(52)JPH*T*5B10 HWtfralS 

17 600002 SEA SPOUSE (34) [P) M Bbn tout) 6 8 B -Dare Ifctewre IS 

fiBIMSE U-2 Bra Prte res, 33-2 Hyttra Htetete. 7-1 Ftewtebte Lh. 
8J. Stef WMTtettte 301 PtepelM— red. Katetelff. 3J-3 Xra At- 

tore, Paftm,SM Spruce, 34-1 Ab«DM tow, lagM tew, Hy God 
xk, 16-1 Hoorfla Matcli, Sapor P**, 26 otter* 

nf-STEl ‘WETHERW STEEPLECHASES' (XAIMWG 
l tK - La l STAKES (CLASS F) £3^00 added lm 4f 

1 24102S G0UEN THUMDOBOU (47) N1Mter4 99 MBtotwarS 

2 303-33 MORETHANTOU KNOW (167) KBufce 492 BDo}fo3 

3 500001 URSBURatr(USA)piS)KC 0^4 92 1 Cartel 

4 602202 NK(XA'SIWSS[15}SUaGtXto4ei2 n .JlW«n4 

5 06 WHMM(3fi)MsVAcaMrS8&^ NCMBteS 

-SfteM- 

BETTBte 94 Goto ThteMbA 50 Ihgte MMl tM klm Tto Ybu 
Know, 4-1 Mcobte Pitocere, 201 tMtem 


V a m e] ‘YORK KNAVESWRE 1 HANDICAP (CLASS 
F) ££300 added 5f 

1 000400 OBICAST (20) mit£jW4 ZOO SZtecMrCTlB 

2 432152 DOUBLE OSCAR (6) {D} D tedMs 4 9 11 ~AIbX Gwiraa 7 B 

3 00000 TWfiDB(U]nmPBm7911 IFEgraS V 

4 31600 LADY CAROUNE LAMB p41) (CD) R BaEUTen 4 9 9 

- — HHte|5)9 

5 405204 XMOIIO (4) (CD) J Qoide 4 9 7 XDwfcyUV 

6 -00505 ANODaBIBCHHORB(U)nE«IS*r597_AIMVSMB 

7 090000 teETOTAMO (47) p) GN Mom49 B IWBavorao 

B 222530 SniSIBSGCU}(D) MWEadBt)y596 7 Lucre 13 B 

9 112268 1RUflirS«BiniaD)MWEa9etor396_GM4n|3)SB 

10 06011 LUBBlA(29)(D)IAsJRsmEden4 95 IFMorelS 

11 S-SGB3 VMDRU»B0irCZ7)(S|MRSbtey791^4biwCaoli(5)3 

12 400056 B0HCUR GRANGE pqnDOteisn 5 Bl^-AOtemU 

13 140102 AMY 1BBH TOP) I H Van 4 8 11 -ArRite H" *e (7) PB 

14 -01006 BUZHCBE>(13}P)MrsJiataan4B10 N Fetes 15 

15 343S04 SOTOMAN (HOC) (24) (D) P fetgaa 4 6 7 B Mortal f7)« 

15 200004 TWmUt22)P)BPteng487 TSpaAelfi 

17 00®32 S0UHB8HXAM0NC2amtoJQas5S6-SWcbste2B 

IB 650- BRAHUKSH8NGG(41S) JJO>iei38 5 1 Carte 4 

39 600443 BP EXPRESS (13) p) G M Una 4 8 1 HCMrieU 

20 30000 HAMUON G0U) M UeogVer 4 7 13 FMattull 

-20dodend- 

SE77MS: 21-2 tflteb^ 7-1 StKtfMm DomtiuB, 8-1 DooHe Drear, Asp 
EranOT, 10-1 ioeayro. WtemM Yte. Mndmrii Boy. Amy Lafeh, Sotoe- 
ite, TjUMwre, 14-lottera 

| The Deity third Komantn is set to reappear in 
the Petros Rose Of Lancaster Stakes at HaydockPa* . 


Tbny McCoy took Newton Ab- 
bot by storm .yesterday after- 
noon when booting home a 
second career five-timer ai odds 
of 120-1. 

The reigning champion jock- 
ey was successful aboard the 
Martin Pipe-trained quarter 
Commancfae Creek, Couch ant. 
Totally Yours and Pond House. 
His other success was on 
Nashaat, saddled by Karl Burke 
in the opening race. 

Jack Berryyestexday warned 
against cutting the number of 
fixtures with the “too much 
rating” debate once again on 
the agenda. 

John Gosden has spear- 
headed renewed calls for a re- 
duction in the number of 
fixtures since the 1998 Fixture 
List was published last month 
with an increase of 14 meetings. 

But Cockerham trainer 
Berry, who regularly has runners 
at all levels of Flat rating, said: 
“You have to be very careful 
about calling for less fixtures - 
it keeps jockeys, trainers and 
stablelads in a job and most of 
them love it. 

“We’re in work which is 
something to be grateful for and 
1 don't know if you can change 
things now. If people don’t 
want to go to the meetings, they 
don’t have to. Don’t forget, 
too, that the locals love iL** 

John O’Shea, who has en- 
joyed success during the sum- 
mer jumping programme, said: 
“I think there is an important 
market place out there for 
trainers who haven't got 100 
horses. It's easy to say there’s 
too much racing when you 
can go out and spend £70,000 


on a horse but the race plan- 
ners have got to cater for 
eveiybody. 

Gosden criticised the fixture 
list for “perpetuating bad hors- 
es” but O’Shea said: “Certain- 
ly in the summer jumping 
campaign 1 can’t reap I) any 
badoreasyraces-ft’s.2 enveiy 
successful with suhsta al fields 
for competitive racesay au have 
to consider the oppo,( i end of 
the scale from the big-iramers. 
We have our owners to cater for 
and they want to run their 
horses.” 

Roy Bowring, who trains 
near Southwell’s all-weather 
track, said: “For me, rating at 
Southwell is fantastic - it pro- 

RICHAIID EDMONDSON 
NAP: Doiirie Oscar 
(Catterick 445) 

NB: Admirals Secret 
(Catterick Z45) 

vides opportunities for the low- 
er grade homes, especially when 
the ground is frozen.” 

But he also called for a “rest 
day”, particularly when rating 
takes place on a Sunday. “I 
think it is absolutely ridiculous 
that stable staff are having to 
work seven days a week and it 
does seem to me that Monday 
should be a blank day when 
there has been racing on a 
Sunday,” he said. 

But Berry disagreed. “At the 
moment, lads get alternative 
weekends off,” he said. “It’d be 
absolutely pointless them being 
at home on a Monday when 
their families were out at 
work." 


RACING’S FUTURES MARKET 


Ebor Ham 


7g9tt) 8-1 


Purist IM Stfl uyVIMlOto) 1 2- 1 
Tte« re stra w u Gtoeivsa9 to ) 14-1 


12-1 lOl li-l 

_1DJ. 10-1 IQ-1 

-J3J: 12^ 14-1 

Jdil L7-I 16-1 


Eacfwray a quaner tfie otMs. pbces 1. 2, 3, 4 flfork, Wednesday, 20 August} 


ing doubtful for deauvflle’s Prix Jacques le Mart 
and may wait for Long champ's Prix au Moulin. 


MPON 

Ml. MAKT0N MOSS (KFaflorl^l: 

§£rs”E 

^jsssss- 

' gSTJl 

RAGING StKViLb 

0891 261 + 


ICATim 


FOLKgONE 




T ^ 4 a ca? tS 

KL Tito: £ 326 . 10 - Tororto (14-3) and 
(14-1) were wiWBawi notu n f j* 

top P 3S!»SPE (K Fallon} 5-2 to 

“SSSssaaSS 

sfffflrtssr- sfs 

SX&- §4fi.7S. T7W 

desire u WMwn 

*w. ^ ATW*^ 11-4; 3. Shew 

** '■5 ^ ■W« tDn - 

FW* & 30 - DFl 

£250. CSR^mbR (K FattXV 1-8 to 2. 

W NEWTON AB80T 

ri SKSr (A P McCoy) 5-£ 2. 

3- W* I***?? 

- untie rity - .f-n.MridMit 


£2.70, £230- Oft £14-5a CSft £27^8. Wt 

Netts Noffh- Tita £56.70. 

245; 3_ COMMANCHE CREEK (A P Me- 
CaA 2-1 to 2. patten Mjotte 7-1; 8. Ow«i 
SC &l 8 nre- 13, IS. (M PW. 
WBOreSDo). Tito ££30; 030. £170, 
£525oTl3F: £12.«. CSR £1701 TfBBC 
£264 JO. 

il&l STRONG STUFF (MT 

a-l: 2. KWofih Goto 7-1; 3. Mon ^ d ,!“' 

L.en , n — jLKbuRflMnROn JanQ IlGfil. 


53^1 REGN. ABSENCE (A Me«*b)40 




UtoLiSsL (KBafley. Upper l^reDoum). Tito 

.lSfttioaSj^S.40. OF: £2280. 
C8ft £57.48. Tfta £33300. 

14* 1. COUCHANT (A P McCoy) | VBrts 
4-13. Jenreoph^ 10 ran. 

2<A, 16. (M «P0. Wfeftngon). TWre £3^, 
£120, £l.gQ, £l4d DF: £7.80. CSF. 
£632. tUt My Hwvtoski. Tto 
■ 44*i_nnAuyi®i*s<APMcg« 
13-10 to 2. Alpha Lftehre S^.^*** 
DoBjr 10-L 8 to. 5. 5. (M 
' ton). Ttto £2-20; £1-50, 6L9MA90 
£330. CSF: £729. Wcasc £3435, ™. 
£14.70. N£k Gel op*g Suns- , 

445: 1 POND HOUSE (A P Mcft£ 

34132to9.a (MPtoVIWiflO^^ 5 
£330; £190. £15-00, fiL6a Dft 

rvtr. cm- m — • rCLn M TrSrr M27iU ' 


£190. CSF: £230. Tnot £530. 

Ptecepat £35030. QUHtauC £47.40. 
Place 6: £1B5.0L PfiteS: £47.79. 

CARLISLE 

8l20c 1 EURO scene (R Whson) 6-1 
CD to 2. Sparky 6-1 co to 3. RtranbtS 
Gram ID-1 34 nm. B-i CO to ThKhad 
(490. 1 2 Ul (I Eataty). Rto aOO; £250. 
£190, £82 O. OF.E930- CSft £35J» Tfl- 
C OK £33731 Tritr £8700. 

6J50;1 SELKIRK ROSE (KOariey) Evens 
to; 2.1Mto Star Ratrel 18-13. Rio 14;L 
9 ran. H*, Vh (M» LRatratU. TWk £X90; 
£300. £4 DO, £2.40. Iff! £2SJ50. CSP: 
£19.64. Trfa: £52.70 

WINDSOR 

BjOK 1 StVER SERENADE (F Tyner) 
lO-H R o cky Wttere 20-1: 3. Otnteni 8-1 


McCain goes close in 
Leopardstown raid 


Fteura Cte tera (A Fa 


Each-nay a quarter’ the odds, pteces 1, 2, 3 (Lorgchamp. Sunday, 5 October] 


)0 Guineas 


rresan W**®* ^ FtenwtCDurt M»i). 1*. 
6, 


£43S»rtetJ (toortf tn Cattfiricfc 4.4S »- 
day. 


CSF: £193J8. TncSSC £1,81161 Trio; 
£45fiDft£13SJOtfan1w)forv«roK>»tto. 

flL3stinw»sneRAME(5san<to8-i: 
2- Aerioon Pete 10-1 3. Sturgeon 8-1 15 
ran. U-30 to Eare Sow (4th). 2. SSfc. (R 
MBW). Ttto £7^ £210. £3 DQ| £ 2-40. 
Of: £220.20. CSF: £84D9.Tno: E66D0. 


Ginger McCain went dose to 
scoring with his first runner in 
Ireland when Zuhairbeat aD ex- 
cept Norwegian Blue in the 
£20,000 Joe McGraih Handicap 
at Leopardstown yesterday. 

Breaking fast for Willie Sup- 
ple, Zuhair held a definite lead 
at halfway in tbe ds-furiong con- 
test and was still in the front 
rank heading into the final fur- 
long. But Joanna Morgan had 
been biding her time on Nor- 
wegian Blue and drove the 
four-year-old to the front in the 
last 100 yards to score by three 
quartets of a length with Best 
Before Dawn third. 


“I bought him at Newmarket 
with the intention of winning a 
selling hurdle. Thankfully that 
plan went wrong, and Fd love 
to come bade although I don't 
have many horses as good as 
Zuhair for the Flat," McCain 
observed. Norwegian Blue is 
trained on the Curragh by for- 
mer amateur rider Martin Bras- 
dl, and has victory represented 
his most significant success in 
just his fourth season. 

The season’s leading trainer 
Aidan O’Brien scored with his 
two-year-olds Hopping Higgins 
and Fhotogenicvwho both out- 
paced their rivals. 
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Pick your team to take you 





Y THE INDEPENDENT 


to the World Cup Finals 



I^WEVDENXWSONllAy 


W hen the new league season opens on August 9th 
a vast array of footballing talent will be on pa- 
rade for the first time:-'. 

Arsenal and Chelsea have been the busiest clubs in the over- 
seas market, with Marc Ovennars the most expensive re- 
cruit The two London clubs can be expected to mount a 
strong challenge. Liverpool and Newcastle United will also 
be fitting for the title. 

However, Alex Ferguson’s men will a gain be the team to 
beat With the signings of Teddy Sberingbam and Celio Sil- 
va from Brazil they are again the bookmakers’ favourites 
to win the title. 

Can yon keep np with the changes? Hie Independent and 
Independent on Sunday are giving yon the With 

a budget of £40 million, ran yon -come np with a tram to 
top them all in the Premiership season? 


HOW TO ENTER. 


Firstly you will need to pfcfrybur team formation, of 
course there’s your goalkeeper phis you have a choice 
of four formations for the others tn your team. 


FORMATION A. 4-4-2 

4 Defenders, 4 Midfielders, 


2 Strikers 


FORMATION B. 4-3-3 

4 Defenders, 3 Midfielders, 


3 Strikers 


.FORMATION C. 5-3-2 

5 Defenders, 3 Midfielders. 2 Strikers 


FORMATION D. 341-2 

3 Defenders, 5 Midfielders, 


2 Strikers 


Once you have chosen your formation and team name 
pidc your team of 11 players and 1 manager from the 
list below. Players can only play in the positions that they 
are listed under and their total value mnst not go over 
£40miHion. Having made a note of your team dial our 
registration hotline. Please try to use a tone telephone 
-one which makes tone noises wbenyou dial, although 
pulse telephones can be used to register your team. 



Register today, call: 

UK 0930-525-260 (tone) 
UK 0930-525-259 (poise) 

Republic of Ireland: 1550 131 659 


UKnbcoal 


rmomtest >H i 

tnaacMndBtVATatftBBiMB- 
1 65 HOCUSES. 


THE ULTIMATE PRIZE 


The overall winner, the manager who at the end of the season accrues more points than any other will win a trigjo 


the 1998 World Cup in France. With a companion, they will see all the action of a quarter-final and semi-final of their 
choice, plus the final. In addition, the highest scoring team each month will win a pair of tickets to one of England’s 
home internationals at Wembley. 


HOW TO SCORE 


: wkKtaogmH 

mkws M i 
- 4 ggg yBto»iard 

.a WB—— ad card 


m anagers tearawtel 
dwl 



l for the i _ 

team s awarded ! boras point awarded m addition ttshitfr- 
dard goal related points. Each successful Assisi; 9-p*ss- 
judged by oar experts to lead directly to agoaLwif^wn 

a^^mjpOE^llteopinkmofourespeitsciaifljeimai-. 

ter is final Each player selected ami starting a gam&wifi 
be awarded one point -v' '-tea-'j.. . 


ff a player is given a Yelk^ Gaarithey toscl potai^ & 
coactdod , ••. 7 


ed 3 points if their real-life team wins, 1 point s awanJ- 
ed if t!^ draw ami points are given if they losei. . 


UvraraU lie to knew a«R! dot «^'isntecSliJjMjproA*to please oBOUI-606 Wtt 


Independent Fantasy Football 


sir/Dils Kent ? 


f, 

t jCODE PLAYER 
[— 

TEAM 

VALUE 

(£m> 

CODE PLAYER 

TEAM 

VALUE 

(£m) 

CODE PLAYER 

TEAM 

VALUE 

(£at) 

CODE PLAYER 

TEAM 

value 

(£m) 

CODE PLAYER 

TEAM 

VALUE 

(£m) 

l" 

GOALKEEPERS 


455 

Cox 

Boi 

2.5 

560 

Lundekvam . 

Sou 

.... 1.2 

679 

Sharpe 

Lee 

3J 

845 

Whelan 

Cov 

3.0 




— 

456 

Elliot 

Bol 

3.0 

563 

Scales 

Tot 

3.4 

680 

Ribeiro 

Lee 

1.5 

846 

Huckerby 

Cov 

3.5 

300 

Seaman 

Ars 

4.0 

457 

Fairclough 

Bol 

2.0 

564 

Campbell 

Tbt 

4.0 

683 

Haaland 

Lee 

2.5 

847 

Soltvedt 

Cov 

1.5 

303 

Lukic 

Ars 

1.0 

458 

Taggart 

Bol 

2.5 , 

565 

Calderwood 

Tot 

2.9 

684 

Parker 

Lei 

2.5 

$48 

Lightbourne 

Cov 

1.5 

304 

Manninger 

Ars 

3.0 

459 

Bergsson 

Bol 

1.5 

566 

Austin 

Tot 

2.2 

685 

Taylor 

Lei 

1.6 

849 

Dyer 

Cjy 

2.0 

305 

Bosnieh 

AV 

4.0 

460 

Duberrv 

Che! 

3.0 

567 

Edinburgh 

Tot 

1.6 

686 

Izzett 

Lei 

2.1 

850 

Freedman 

Cry 

2.0 

306 

Oakes 

AV 

1.5 

463 

Pctrescu 

Che 

3.0 

568 

Can 

Tot 

1.2 

687 

Lennon 

Lei 

3.2 

853 

Ndah 

Cry 

1.0 

307 

Watson 

Bar 

1.0 

464 

Lambourde 

Che 

3.0 

569 

Mabbutt 

Tot 

1J 

• 688 

Guppy 

Lei 

1.7 

854 

Shipperley 

Cry 

2.0 

308 

Lesse 

Bar 

1.0 

465 

Lebceuf 

Che 

5.0 

570 

Dicks 

WH 

3.5 

689 

Barnes 

Liv 

3.0 

855 

Ward 

Der 

23 

309 

Flowers 

Bla 

5.2 

466 

Sinclair 

Che 

2.5 

573 

Rieper 

WH 

2.7 

690 

Redknapp 

Liv 

5.2 

856 

Sturridge 

Der 

5.0 

330 

Filan 

Bla 

1.5 

467 

Daisb 

Cov 

2.7 

574 

Hall 

WH 

3.0 

693 

McMacaman 

Liv 

5.9 

857 

Wanchope 

Der 

3.0 

3 33 

Branagan 

Boi 

1.2 

468 

Shaw 

Cov 

2.2 

575 

Potts 

WH 

1.5 

694 

Thomas 

Liv 

3.0 

858 

Ferguson 

Eve 

6.5 

334 

De Goey 

Che 

1.0 

469 

Burrows 

Cov 

2.2 

576 

Ferdinand 

WH 

2.5 

695 

Leonhardsen 

Liv 

4.0 

859 

Barmby 

Eve 

4.5 

335 

Grodas 

Che 

1.0 

470 

Haworth 

Cov 

1.5 

577 

Impey 

WH 

2.2 

696 

Giggs 

Man 

7.4 

860 

Deane 

Lee 

3.0 

336 

Ogrizovic 

Cov 

2.2 

473 

Edworlhy 

CP 

1.5 

578 

: Turner 

WH 

2.0 

697 

Beckham 

Man 

7.0 

863 

Lilley 

Lee 

1.5 

337 

Hcdman 

Cov 

1.0 

474 

Gordon 

CP 

2.0 

579 

Perry 

Wim 

4.0 

698 

Keane 

Man 

7.0 

864 

Hasslebank 

Lee 

3.0 

338 

Nash 

CP 

1.0 

475 

Muscat 

CP 

1.0 

580 

Cunningham 

Wim 

1J 

699 

Bntt 

Man 

7.0 

865 

Claridge 

Lei 

3.5 

339 

Day 

CP 

1.0 

476 

Tuttle 

CP 

2.0 

583 

Thatcher 

Wim 

2.0 

700 

Poborski 

Man 

3.5 

866 

Heskey 

Lei 

5.5 

340 

Poom 

Der 

1.2 

477 

Linighan 

CP 

2.0 

584 

McAllister 

Wim 

1.5 

703 

Lee 

New 

3.6 

S67 

Fowler 

Liv 

9.5 

343 

Hou/t 

Der 

1.6 

478 

Roberts 

CP 

3.0 

585 

;KimbIe 

Wim 

1.5 

704 

Batty 

New 

3.8 

868 

Berger 

Liv 

4.0 

344 

Southall 

Eve 

3.0 

479 

Hreidresson 

CP 

1.0 





705 

Gillespie 

New 

2.5 

869 

Owen 

Liv 

2.5 

345 

Gerrard 

Eve 

1.5 

480 

Stimac 

Der 

3.3 


MIDFIELD 


706 

Beardsley 

New 

2.0 

870 

Scboles 

Man 

6.0 

346 

Martyo 

Lee 

3.3 

483 

C Powell 

Der 

1.8 




— 

707 

Ketsbara 

New 

2.0 

873 

Cole 

Man 

6.2 

347 

Beeney 

Lee 

1.2 

484 

Laursen 

Der 

1.5 

600 

.Platt 

Ars 

2.5 

708 

Blinker 

SW 

2.5 

874 

Solskjaer 

Man 

7.0 

348 

Keller 

Lei 

2.5 

485 

Eranio 

Der 

2.5 

603 

Parlour 

lArs 

• 2.4 

709 

Hyde 

sw 

1.8 

875 

Sheringham 

Man 

5.0 

349 

Poole 

Lei 

1.5 

486 

Phelan 

Eve 

1.9 

605 

Vieira 

Ars 

4.5 

. 730 

Whiltingham 

sw 

1.7 

876 

Nevland 

Man 

2.0 

350 

James 

Liv 

3.5 

487 

Short 

Eve 

3.0 

606 

Overmars 

■Ars 

6.0 

.733 

Carbone 

sw 

3.0 

877 

Shearer 

New 

10.0 

353 

Warner 

Liv 

1.0 

488 

Watson 

Eve 

2.7 

607 

M Rodriguez 

Ars 

2.0 

• 734 

Magjlton 

Sou 

2.4 

878 

AspriUa 

New 

7.4 

354 

Schmeichel 

Man 

5.5 

489 

Unsworth 

Eve 

3.0 

608 

Taylor 

AV 

1.9 

735 

Slater 

Son 

1.5 

879 

Ferdinand 

New 

5.0 

355 

Van Der Gouw Man 

1.2 

490 

Hinchcliffe 

Eve 

3.5 

609 

Townsend 

AV 

3.2 

736 

Oakley 

Sou 

1.2 

880 

Tomasson 

New 

4.0 

356 

Given 

New 

2.5 

493 

Bilic 

Eve 

4.0 

630 

Draper 

AV 

‘ 4.1 

737 

Anderton 

Tot 

6.0 

883 

Gudjonsson 

New 

2.0 

357 

Hislop 

New 

2.5 

494 

Kelly 

Lee 

3.6- 

633 

:Marcelle 

Bar 

2.0 

738 

Fox 

Tot 

3.5 

884 

Humphreys 

She 

2.5 

358 

Pressman 

SW 

3.0 

495 

Wetherali 

Lee 

2J 

634 

Bullock 

Bar 

- 

739 

Howells 

Tot 

3.2 

. 885 

Booth 

She 

3.5 

359 

Taylor 

Sou 

1.8 

496 

Molenaar 

Lee 

2.5 ■ 

635 

Red f earn 

Bar 

• 

‘ 740 

Ginola 

Tot 

3.5 

886 

Hirst 

She 

33 

360 

Beasant 

Sou 

1.0 

497 

Dorigo 

Lee 

1.2 ' 

. .636 

Eaden 

Bar ' . 

:• i X • 

, :743 

S inton 

Tot 

3.0 

887 

Le Tissier 

Sou 

7.0 

363 

Walker 

Tot 

3.4 

498 

Robertson 

Lee 

2.5 ' 

637 

Tinkler 

Bar 

1M ... 

. -744 

Nielsen 

Tot 

2.5 

S88 

Evans 

Sou 

1.5 

364 

Bardsen 

Tot 

1.0 

499 

Walsh 

Lei . 

2.2 ... 

-.638 

Donis 

Bla . 

3 0 

- t 1:745 

Williamson 

WH 

2.0 

889 

Ostenstad 

Sou 

3.2 

365 

Miklosko 

WH 

1.5 

500 

Whitlow 

Lei 

1.2 

639. 

Wilcox 

Bla 

.••.•--3:0;.;: 

• .746 ' 

• Hughes 

WH 

2.0 

890 

Armstrong 

Tot 

5.9 

366 

Sullivan 

Wim 

2.7 

503 

Elliott 

Lei 

1.2 

' ' 640 

McKinlay 

Bla 

• : 2.2 • 

747- 

Moncur 

WH 

23 

893 

Iversen 

Tot 

4.0 





504 

Watts 

Lei 

. 1.6 

643 

Sherwood • 

Bla 

3.4 

748 

Bishop 

WH 

23 

894 

Hartson 

WH 

5.0 


DEFENDERS 


505 

Wright 

Liv 

3.0 

644 

Flitcrbft: 

Bla 

3.0 

749 

Berkovic 

WH 

23 

895 

Kitson 

WH 

3.5 




— 

506 

Ruddock 

Liv 

3.0 

645 

Frandsen' 

Bol 

. 1:5 

750 

Lomas 

WH 

3.0 

896 

Holdsworth 

Wim 

33 

400 

Dixon 

Ars 

2.5 

507 

Harkness 

Liv 

.1.2 

646 

Thompson 

-Bol 

2.8 . 

753 

>. Jones 

Wim 

2.8 

897 

Ekoku 

Wim 

4.0 

403 

Upson 

Ars 

2.0 

508 

Kvarme 

Liv 

•2.5 

,..647 

Pollock 

Bol 

1.2-‘V 

754 

• Earle 

Wim 

3.1 

898 

Gayle 

Wim 

4.0 

404 

Petit 

Ars 

4.2 

509 

Bjornebye 

Liv 

2.5 

648 

Sellars 

Bol. 

1.5 

755 

Ardley 

Wim 

2.0 

899 

Euelf 

Wim 

1.5 

405 

Grimendi 

Ars 

2.7 

530 

Matteo 

Liv 

3.0 

649 

GnRitt- T - 

Che ' 

4.4 

756 

Fear 

Wim 

2.0 





406 

Winierburn 

Ars 

2.5 

533 

McAteer 

Liv 

3.7 

650 

Di Matteo 

Che 

5.0 

757 

Hughes 

Wim 

2.0 


MANAGERS 


407 

Bould 

Ars 

2.5 

534 

G Neville 

Man 

4.2 

653 

Wise 

Che 

3.7 








— 

408 

Adams 

Ars 

4.5 

535 

P Neville 

Man 

4.2 

654 

Newton 

Che 

2.4 


STRIKERS 


900 

Wenger 

Ars 

13 

409 

Keown 

Ars 

4.5 

536 

Irwin 

Mao 

2.5-> 

655 

P Hughes 

Che 

1.0 




— 

903 

Little 

AV 

5.0 

430 

Staunton 

AV 

3.0 

537 

Paliister 

Man 

3.0 

656 

Babeyaro 

Che 

3.0 

. 800 

Bergkamp 

Ars 

7.5 

904 

Wilson 

Bar 

2.0. 

433 

Southgate 

AV 

5.2 

538 

May 

Man 

3.5 

■ .-657 

Telfer 

Cov 

1-8 , 

803 

Wright 

Ars 

13. 

905 

Hodgson 

Bla 

5.0 

434 

Ehiogu 

AV 

3.0 

539 

Jobnsen 

Man 

3.5 

658 

Richardson 

Cov 

2.4- ‘ 

804 

Boamorte Per 

Ars 

2.0 

906 

Todd' 

Bol 

23 

435 

Nelson 

AV 

1.2 

540 

Silva 

Man 

3.5 

659 

McAllister ■ 

Cov . 

,3.U 

805 

Yorke 

AV 

6.7 

907 

Gullitt 

Che 

43 

436 

Wright 

AV 

3.0 

543 

Albert 

New 

4.1 

660 

$alako 

Cov 

..'2.4 

806 

Joachim 

AV 

2.4 

908 

Strachan - 

Cov 

3.0 

437 

Scimeca 

AV 

2.2 

544 

Howey 

New 

3.7 

663 

Johansen 

Cov 

; 2.0 

807 

Collymore 

AV 

8.1 

909 

Coppell 

Cry 

2.0 ' 

438 

Grayson 

AV 

2.2 

545 

Peacock 

New 

3.0 

664 

Simpson - ■ - 

Der 

' 1.2 

808 

Wilkinson 

Bar 

1.2 

930 

Smith 

- Der 

2.0 

439 

Moses 

Bar 

1.5 

546 

Barton 

New 

3.3 

665 

ASfflbovic 

Der 

/ 3.0 

809 

Hendrie 

Bar 

1.5 

933 

Kendall- 

Eve 

2.5 

440 

Appleby 

Bar 

2.0 

547 

Beresford 

New 

2.2 

666 

D Pbwell 

Der , 

1-2 

830 

Hnstov 

Bar 

1.5 

934 

Graham 

Lee 

3.5 

443 

Thompson 

Bar 

1.0 

548 

Blondeau 

sw 

2.2 

667. 

Van-DerLaan 

Der-,-- 

1.6 

833 

Sutton 

Bla 

4.5 

935 

O’Neill 

Lei 

4.5 

44 4 

Krizan 

Bar 

1.0 

549 

Nolan 

SW 

1.9 

668 

DaSfy * 

Der 

1.2 

834 

Gallacher 

Bla 

3.0 

936 

Evans 

Liv 

7.0 

445 

Berg 

Bla 

3.4 

550 

Atherton 

SW 

1.9 

669 

Hunt .. 

Der 

; 2.0 

835 

Dahiin 

Bla 

4.0 

937 

Ferguson 

Man 

9.0 

446 

Le SauX 

Bla 

5.0 

553 

Walker 

sw 

2.5 

670 

Parkinson 

Eve 

1.8 

836 

McG inlay 

Bol 

2.2 

938 

Dalglish 

New 

7.0 

447 

Coleman 

Bla 

3.0 

554 

Stef&novic 

SW 

1.6 

673 

Grant. v‘ 

Eve • 

2.2 

837 

Blake 

Bol 

2.7 

939 

Pleat 

She 

4.0 

448 

Hendry 

Bla 

4.4 

555 

Newsome 

SW 

1.5 

674 

Farrelty 

Eve 

r 2.o 

838 

Zola 

Cbe 

9.0 

940 

Jones 

Sou 

23 

449 


Bla 

1.9 

556 

Monkou 

Sou 

1.7 

675 

Stuart 

Eve 

, 2.5 

839 

Vialli 

Che 

3.5 

943 

Francis 

Tot 

43 

450 


Bla 

2.0 

557 

Dodd 

Sou 

2.5 

676 

Speed 

Eve ^ 

2.7 

840 

M Hughes 

Che 

4.4 

944 

Redknapp 

WH 

33 

AST 


Bla 

3.0 

558 

Benali 

Sou 

1.5 

677 

Bowver 

Lee 

3.0 

843 

Tore Andre Flo Che 

3.0 

945 

Kina ear 

Wim 

4.5 

454 

Andersson 

Bla 

2J5 

559 

Van Gobbel 

Sou 

1.5 

678 

Wallace 

Lee 

1.8 

844 

Dublin 

Cov 

3.5 
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ernsto «kkfa njimia t mart ■WKj. 
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1 jTiagfp««ta»t ftBtog J fr at ufl rearia air 

atoihtal aa all flutete to the FA Cerft* 
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SAVi 
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I rta. No cap aria I aaSi I n i m o l 
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balL Then h na fait to nntobteaT Aries 
g qpcraanarb onorW j nn y wito fcyhKft- 
ritai adrji One Ml data ante- wffl be 
tefd tor entteiBd tens te ^rinti o fc ta 
■■at keep jwbt FIN data BBtoher safe 
lACtadngtatehrtohpIniic ftiiiihnid- 
rig* on 20ft Angf*. 1997. 

13. The ttnyohka fa open to icsdcoto tt 


toUKalibfdlMnntalf^ Evut 
under lgeaat besMe to pm hlen Me n pen- 
wUriiw tan ptrad or piinmi an tfw^neg- 
<d and askpenriaton ten Owpcxsanwho 
pojs the tfltphme dtsign brfbre nhwtag 
thtlreatz^ 

14.1— Mlt tofntotrytonwisr tost 


■M«s cfdtoet ntotent ng not be ae- 
crp t rd Ind tp i 


at wfatMi ftftfatoUrtfbto 
hbuuita Rahftopto a—^t net 


rMUtaEo- 
lU^Ih^^AHsdton- 


BVs are not sflowed tonne NonnlMta 
nrGnaprdni^ 
lACaBfentSBpFB’totattaMlto&Bto- 
tamtelw.wtoiriD eoct npytsst. 
Bste^dsAeitaCBriMfnslpbonc.Ibn' 
on totod not bni me thn &5 otanes. 
Mat e am wqr tr—re l erflr nb correct ta- 
tore dUhgaa Aat janr can Is tor the toto- 
■■toritaMfcdMKdb* 
cAStayaerinde-arli dtogiOTnaitott. 
17 . Tbt M f ^MM TAaraato- 
%iawt teil|WhHFdB|nftator 


tone nd change tbe omBUobs. The editori} 
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rrinads vBbenndc. 

IB. Ytn nagr todn totnc odera or kto 
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j Cricket 

t HENRY BlOFHLD 

i sports from Colchester 
I Essex 533-8 dec 
; Leicestershire 515-9 

f Match drawn 

i . 

- ^^.^enLardMacUurin 

; ^ t0 W ^glkh 

: back on courec, he c^uid 

■ ^.bis attennon to trying io 

i a*E «■* « oS 

■ ^TSSKtSS 

; 25 *£? J nu ? h exeitemeni on a 
fourth day is a bad thing. 

Essex had batted on until 
• the end of the second day, 

. 60 overs having been lost to the 
! ^ reat be r - Leicestershire’s only 

. nope a^ftat was to try m avoid 
the follow-on and an innings de- 
: feat- On an extremely slow pitch 

they achieved their objective. 

■ It goes without saying that 
this last day was excruciatingly 

■ bonng.I^ter Such took his tal- 
ly of overs for the innings to 86, 

! which constituted the largest 
number of balls ever bowled in 
' * Championship innings, beat- 
; in g Lbe 52-year-old Alfred 
Shaw’s 100.1 five-ball overs for 

Sussex against Nottinghamshire 

in 1895. You cannot get much 
, more exciting than that. 

At the start, Leicestershire 
: needed 68 more to avoid the fol- 
low-on. They soon lost Paul 

Rain foils I 

ADAM SZRETER 

Worcestershire 422 and 174-3 
; Kent 276 and 158-4 
Match drawn 


Nixo n to a g ood low catch at 
short iradwiefcet by Nasser Hus- 
&£ f 5101 Grayson from a 
ban which seemed to bounce a 
faction more than most. Ben 
r"V! 1 \ and David Miilns then 
ook the score to 397 for 7 by 

SP «Wr stand in all to 
in 51 overs. 

It was all slow-molion crick- 
^t- and when Miilns was given out 
caught behind off Jonathan Pow- 

(off-break) - this was Powell's 
nrct first -class wicket - they had 
put on 139 in 51 overs. Smith 
men came to his hundred before 
Matthew* Brimson was ninth out 
Ibw pushing forward to Grayson. 

Fourteen were still needed to 
a'vn the folkjw-on, but as it was 
already mid-afiemoun that had 
already become an academic 
point. The last pair batted for an 
hour and a half adding 45 runs, 
Smith baued for six and a half 
hours. Such's final figures were 
86-49-94-4 and the Leicestershire 
innings lasted for 210 overs. 

News filtered through from 
the pavilion during the after- 
noon that Paul Prichard at 
lunch had offered to set Leices- 
tershire a target of 225 to win 
in 55 overs if they declared their 
second innings at the interval. 
The Leicestershire captain, 
James Whitaker, declined be- 
cause apparently Iain Su tcliff e 
(cracked rib) and Neil Johnson 
(damaged ankle ligaments) 
would only have baited in an 
emergency. But then faint 
hearts never won anyt hing or 
deserved to either. 



’s contrived finish 


A thoroughly frustrating day, 
brought to a close shortly after 
330pm by nun and bad light, 
put paid to a match cursed by 
the weather since the outset. 
Kent might have gone lop bad 
they won, but in a sense the 
heavens ensured that justice 
prevailed. 

After struggling to avoid the 
follow-on on Saturday, Kent 
were offered a contrived finish 
by the Worcestershire captain. 
Tom Moody, who dearly felt his 
bowlers would not have been up 
to the task had Kent only been 
batting for a draw. 

The joke bowlers provided 


Worcestershire with a further 92 
runs in the morning, enabling 
them to set Kent a target of 321 
from a minimum of 80 overs. 
Graeme Hick, 56 not out 
overnight, did not resume his 
innings owing to a badly bruised 
finger. 

Kent set off in pursuit and 
lost Ed Smith at 27, caught high 
in the gully off Phil Newport. 
Trevor Ward and Alan Wells 
then put.on 6L but shortly af- 
ter lunch Ward played on to a 
well pitched-up delivery from 
Maneer Mirza and was out for 
52. 

Mirza, making his debut, is 
the 19-year-old brother of Pfir- 
vaz Mirza, the former Worces- 
tershire bowler who died of a 
heart' attack last September 
aged 24. Maneer Mirza has a 
smooth action and looks a use- 
ful prospect 


After Ward had departed. 
Wells and Graham Cowdrey 
kept Kent on course, but like so 
many before them in this match, 
they perished just when they 
looked set to take control. 

Cowdrey went first for 21, 
caught at slip by Vikrara Solan- 
Id off Moody. Wfells bad jusi 
smashed Gavin Haynes oyer ex- 
tra cover for four when he 
flashed at an away-swinger from 
the same, bowler and was tak- 
en at first'slip by Moody. 

At 158 for 4 the game was 
nicely poised, but then the rain 
came mid ruined everything. Bar 
Worcestershire, in particular, 
this summer has been one sod- 
den march after another Kent 
meanwhile, meet Essex at Can- 
terbury tomorrow in a that 
should, weather permitting, 
have a significant bearing on the 
Championship outcome. 


White leads 
Yorkshire 
to victory 


Jayasuriya cashes 
In on conditions 


Sussex make approach to Warne 
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Sussex have made a “substan- 
tial" one-year offer to Shane 
Warne for him to be their over- 
seas player next season. The 
county’s chief executive, Tbny 
Pigott, who also revealed that 
the coach. Desmond Haynes, is 
to leave the county at the end 
of the season, say they are ex- 
pecting an answer from Warne 
after the Ashes tour. 

“A substantial offer has been 
made to Shane Warne and we 
are bound to face a bit of com- 
petition, but I've had talks with 
him directly and I am pretty op- 
timistic," Pigott said. 

Discussions with Whmewere 
set up through Sussex’s former 


Brftarmic Assurance 
County CtiwplonaMp 

final day of four /• 

Essex v tolcoatanhln . 

COLCHESTER: Hatch [tail Erase 9pts, 
Leicestershire 7. 

Essex won toss 

ESSEX - first IffinfB 533 Itor B dec (S 
G Law 175, N Hussain 128, A P Grayson 
8X R C Irani 7®. 

LBCESIERSHffi- First tenhff 

(Saturday: 3X6-8) 

BFStrtth nor out 

tP A Muon c Hussain b Qrayscn J 14 

DJMmrecRofire unwell 4 56 

MTBmreon tow b Grayson i 0 

ADMuflaHyncxotn — — 13 

Extra* ©17. blO. nbl4) .41 

felt 7-330,8-469. 9-476 . 

SawatI20owric&315 

Bowing: Cowan 14-2-59-1; hard 9-1-25- 
tl Sucft 88-49-94-4; ftweO 39-5-109-1; 
Grayson 38- 1^81-2; DRLflW 17-1-84-0: 
SGlm.74-284 

UoxAvacJEJe^sndBlaadbeatBt' 


skipper Tony Greig, who now 
works in the media in Australia. 
The West Indian all-rounder 
Vasbert Drakes is Sussex's cur- 
rent overseas player, but his 
two-year contract expires at 
the end of the season. 

The role of Haynes, coach for 
the last two years, has been dif- 
ficult to define since Pigott 
took a more hands-on ap- 
proach in recent weeks. Tfenns 
are now being negotiated for a 
settlement of the final 12- 
months of the former West In- 
dies captain and opening bats- 
man's contract. 

Darren Gough will have 
treatment on a sore knee before 


the fifth Tfest against Australia 
at Tfrent Bridge. The England- 
seamer was unable to bow] for 
Yorkshire in their County 
Championship match against 
Northamptonshire at Headin- 
giey yesterday. 

He had a fitness check in the 
nets and reported some dis- 
comfort, and the England phys- 
iotherapist. Wayne Morton, who 
also acts for Yorkshire, is re- 
porting the situation to Lord’s. 
The problem is believed to be 
inflamm ation, but Morton said 
that Gough would report as nor- 
mal with the rest of the England 
squad to Trent Bridge today and 
have further treatment. 


ROUND UP 


Craig White, the Yorkshire all- 
rounder, collected Champi- 
onship-best bowling figures of 5 
for 31 to clinch a dramatic 
36-run victory over Northamp- 


At the start of the laa day, the 
visitors required 135 with one 
wicket down and appeared to 
have the advantage but, on an 
unreliable pilch. White exerted 
a match-winning influence. He 
undermined the Northamp- 
tonshire innings with an open- 
ing burst which brought him 
three wickets for five runs in the 
space of 17 balls. 

There was some late resis- 
tance from the Leeds-born 
wicketkeeper David Ripley, 
who top-scored with 31 off 72 
balls, but his 82-minute vigil was 
ended by Chris Silverwood, 
and White polished off the lail. 

The Nottinghamshire all- 
rounder Chris Tblley hit his high- 
est score to frustrate the 
Championship leaders, Glam- 
organ, at Colwyn Bay and earn 
his side an unlikely draw. Tblley, 
who scored 73 off 162 balls, 
found wiDing support first from 
Wayne Noon and then James 
Hindson and succeeded in de- 
fying Glamorgan's efforts to 
dislodge him. 

Kent's hopes of a run chase to 
strengthen their challenge were 
dashed by rain when they were 
almost half way towards a target 
of 321 against Worcestershire at 
New Road. 


TONY COZIER 

reports from Colombo 
India 537-8 dec 
Sri Lanka 322-1 


It was Sri Lanka's turn to enjoy 
the sweets of the perfect pitch 
and Sanath Jayasuriya and 
Roshan Mahanama batted 
through the entire third day of 
the opening Test against India 
yesterday. 

By the time it was over, they 
had added 283 for the second 
wicket, the most for any wick- 
et in the 75 Tests Sri Lanka have 
played since their elevation to 
top status in 1982, and the to- 
tal was an imposing 322 for 1. 
Even so they were still behind 
Indian's first innings by 215. 

The left-handed Jayasuriya 
followed his 3 for 45 with his left- 
arm spin in India's prolonged oc- 
cupation over the first two days 
with his third and highest Test 
hundred to be 175 at dose. Ma- 
hanama, the tall correct right- 
hander, was 115. his fourth 
hundred. Neither gave a chance 
and neither looked like gening 
out throughout another sunny, 
hot six and a quarter hours 
against India's spin-based attack. 

Jayasuriya was the more as- 
sured. striking 20 fours, most 
with cuts and sweeps in an un- 
blemished display. The swash- 
buckling six-hitter of the one -day 
game was transformed into the 
textbook Tfest opener and cEd not 
raise one ball off the ground 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


Gtamorfgan v Notts 

COUTYN Bflft Match drawn. Gtaoorgan 
11 pt*. Wo C d HthiM Wra a 
NotSngtmn»a*9 won loss 
NGfTTHGHAMSMlE-fM taring* 202 <M 
PDowmn82). 

GLAMORGAN-FMtanin«s3S3«ir8dec 

(S P James 162 ) .. . . 

flOTnNGHAMSMRE - Second kmta£s 

(SsomW 6-0) 

MPDOWWntovbVWqar 6 

b r Robinson 6 Ortt 4 

alAsttecM^bWW^..^. 13 

*P Johnson c M^rsro 0 cron — ; 

G F Archer c Dole b Croft — >40 

ii AfzBal b Thoroas ——■■■•-10 

■r M ToUev not out .. 73 

tW M Noon Ibw b Butcher J.7 

KP Evans b Butcher ■& 

i c Umtaon not out -.42 


lYTHEXNMEPBSiagXri 



Lmwy 


ii Af2B3l b Thomas — .... — . — ..~10 

c. M ToUw nor out .. 73 

tw M Noon ibw b Butcher J.7 

KP Evans b Butcher A 

Total ffor 8. 82 wm) - . 23 8 

M 1-8, 2-W. 3-26. 452. S-74, S-U0. 

7-158, 8-158- 

DM Not Bet M N Bowen 

waqv 1*3-82-1; Croft 30-662- 

WatMn 18-8-27-1; Thomas 15-2-55-1; 
Kteyrard 1-0-1-0 
H D ftrd and G Shap. • 

WoreestertWre v Kent 
unRCESIEft iWdi 4* 1 Woiees- 
tashiro llpts, KentS 
WonzstotStiie wn tow 

wDRtXSTERSmE - ftat kmm^ 422' 
m a LeathertWb 129, V S Sobntt T 

WOBCESTSatffltE-SeMmltartn^. 

{Saturday; 62-3) 

GA Hck IBW hurt ^ » 

G R Haynas not out -- — * f* 

n a Lesrheniata net our ———51 

i^©7jM,nbB>- ;-W 

S | for 3, 31W) 174 

S^sSnM- TS ■J^ Dde5 -P J • 

orm»Miian. M M hem. 


Fll: 1-27. 2-88, 3-133. 41S8 V 
DMNotBe»:APIggBfigen,P ASaanfc« tS 
A Marsh. D W Headtay, J B D Thompson. 
BmMaff Newport H-4-33-1: Oawran S- 
0-3&&, Haynas 8-2-32-1; Mirza 9-2-22-1: 
Moody 12-3-40-1 
Urapbn: J 0 Bond and J H Hants- 

Tforksftfire v Nortfaants 
HEADfNGLEY: Yortcshfra (20 pts) beat 
llorthanvComMm m 38 rana 
Vbrtenfra mt toss 

YORKSHIRE- FMt mrfntfi 160 U P V*t 
lor 8-45). 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE - Hrsl 

(H M Cunan 83. R J Bailey 61; C E W SSver- 

wood 4-82), 

VOeKSHRE- Second tanlnct 332 (C White 

NOinuNW%WMatE - Second tnotaga 
(Saantay: 78 for 1) 

DJ Roberts SwBVWTO 27 

A.FortJh*TTlbwb WfVW If 

•RJBateycBatey OSwmp 

K M Curran c Sub b W»te “ 

ALPentjeftrvc'BfBteybStemp 

tOWpteyBwbSiwnwod 

"3 9 Taylor not out 

S A J BosweB c Byes b Mine — 

Mohammad Akran c Lehmann b White 

J N Snaps absent ■£ 

Bilas (M. m. w2. nblfi) --27 

5-109, 6-143. 7- 

14-3-32-1; WhBe 123- 


1-31-5; Stamp 27-4-59-2; VSu^ian 15-2- 
40-1; Lehmann 1-0- 5-0. 

Umpires: V A Holder and R Aden. 

County ChamploBsUp table 

P W L DMMM 

dam (10) 11 5 1 5 29 35 U» 

fltoaoa 113) ..11 5 3 3 22 38 149 

KM* (4) 11 5 4 2 24 37 147 

E*NX (57 11 4 3 4 29 40 348 

Yorks (6) 11 4 2 5 22 36 327 

Wa rH rtra |8)U 4 \ - 6 20 31 1W 

Lskss (1) 12 2 0 10 28 40 320 

MMtc (9) —..10 4 3 3 17 33 128 

Malta (17) ....11 3 2 6 9 38 134 

Inks (15) ...11 3 4 4 23 30 132 

Wars* {7) m — 10 2 1 7 25 30 US 

Sontfaet(ll) 30 2 2 6 23 37 110 

Sum* (3) ™11 2 3 6 24 31 105 

HmO (14) ....11 2 3 6 28 25 103 

meets 1 16). .11 2 3 6 17 31 98 

DatuM (18). JJ. 2 4 5 34 33 , 94 

Dartya 12)„U 0 6 5 15 40 71 

Sascax (US ..11 0 6 5 IS 40 79 

OWeposfloro h brackets) 

Tour matches 

Somerset vAustrafia 

TAUNTON: No jday j aaten tay . I Mrt i ihw ii 
SOmCSEt -He* ta(*^284 (K APatsons 
-71, R ; Turner 68; S K Wama 5-57). 


AUSTRALIA — Rrat knkt*s 323 (B P Mian 
73. S R Waugh 62; A R Caddick 5-541. 
SOMERSET - Second tentage 147-3. 

goucester sh tre v Pakistan A 
BRBTPL: Me play yeftawtay-Malch itaiw. 
GUOUCESnRSHRE - nrat troitam 187TM 
C J 821 50. T H C Hancock 50; ShnatbAWitar 
5-62, Abdul Rszzak 4-33). 
MMSMNA-FtattaMnaK2200taanRKB 
63. Javed Qadeer 61; M W ABeyno 4-46). 
OiOUCESIERSHRE - Sacaed iMtaga 
204-5 IN J Tremor 68. M J Oumh 53). 
Unptrea: M J Kitchen and R Patmer. 

Under-19 

One-day international 


riglniMl v Tlmhuhwo . 

SOUTHAWrtON: En^aid woe by 8 Mek- 
ate. 

England Under 19 tttvi Toss 

ZIMBABWE 

D A MenBerc Peters b Tutor 41 

L 5 MallQch-Bicwn c Baay b Moms .40 

T ttanousss c Shah b Moms 4 

M A VemxjeJen b Sdehcram J9 

A P Hoftmen c Fbraofl b Hottoohe 25 

•A J Erasmus run out 2 

ICMpartbSttMODra 1 

M L Nkaia b Sdetxjunm 4 

AGStByn run out — J. 


Hollioake bows out in style 


I LIVE COMMENTARY 

0891 881 485 


.ROUNRUR. 

0891 525 075 


WP d-O-23-2; Hemmg 30-14-0; 

mm: *«. *■ 

■gg^3S£, a iSSf 

M A Efllham nor our — 

M V Renting — — 7* * — o 

Extras tfcj, nbfi) 

.TataiefPf4,48o«»)-r-r r- 1 * 


Ben Hollioake hit 59 not out at 
Southampton yesterday, reach- 
ing his 50 by driving one ball 
dean out of the ground. 

- ' Yet Hollioake was still over- 
shadowed by his captain Andrew 

Tlintoff, s England charged to 
eight-wicket Under-19 victory 
against Zimbabwe - and a 2-0 
wm in the Nat West one-day in- 
ternational series. 

While Hollioake warmed up 

for his probable Tfcsi debut 
against Australia on Thursday, 
Lancashire's Flintoff smashed 


72 not out from just 43 balls, as 
England overhauled Zimbab- 
we’s 156 for nine with 21 de- 
liveries to spare in a match 
reduced to a 25-over thrash by 
rain. 

Flintoff and Hollioake, who 
came together at 17 for 2 in the 
sixth over, put on 140 in just 16 

overs. 

Hollioake, who earlier took 
1 for 28 from five overs, must 

now try to step up to the big boy 

stuff- and the gulf between the 
Aussies, the best team in the 


world, and the inexperienced 
and under-strength Zimbab- 
.wean side could not be more 
stark. 

But Surrey's 19-year old all- 
rounder said: “Given the choice 
of sitting around today, or play- 
ing in a match situation, I would 
obviously have chosen some 
match practice It’s a great feel- 
ing to know I’m going to Them 
Bridge for my first Test, and I 
have positive thoughts after 
doing well against Australia in 
the Texaco Tbopby." 


B D McCoun not out m 

Extras 0b6, w7, nb6) 19 

Total {far 9,25 own) 156 

fett: 1-79, 2-83, 3-105, 4-112, 5-116. 6- 
129. 7-138. 8-140, 9-156. 

Dld Not BA I A EnBHtxoctt. 

Bowflne Tudor 54-24-1: SUe&ooom 4-0- 
33-3; Honoate 50-28-1: Cosker 4-1-27-0: 
Batty 50-180; Moms 20-20-2. 
SIGIAND UNDER-39 

O A Shah aw b Steyn 10 

DJ G Sates c Kofansn 6 Nteta 1 

B C HoOoate not out £9 

■A FfaradT not out 72 

Bom rec. w9, nW) J5 

Total (tar 2. 2L3 ewanfl 157 

Fa*: 1-16, 2-17. 

[Hd NoC Bat SDPe)Cis.ZC Meets. GJ Bst- 
i>. tCRM Read. A j Tudor, DA Cosher. Rj 
S ute bort o *". 

Bow dng Seyn 4-0-29-1; Mala 3J-1-6-3,- 
Hoflmpn 50-380; McCoun 40-380; En- 
Bdbrecti 30-300; Vemxeten 20-180 
UmptoK j W Hdder end B J Meyer. 

Today's fixtures 

SECOM> XI CHAMPIONSHIP: (Ffett day pf 

fov): SoutbarootOK Hampshira vQouce*- 

lerst^StufiayiVitoractahfBvGisiTioiprL 

MINOR COUNTIES CHAMPtoNSHB* (FM 
day oftm» nnrii a mwrortMrt- Batahlre 

veteshse. 


TODAY’S 
NUMBER : 

16,000 

The number of dollars 
{£9,800] that golfer Collaefi 
Walker won on the LPGA cir- 
cuit last year. On Sunday she 
took the winner’s prize of 
$180,000 for her victory In 
the Du Maurier Classic in 
Ontario- . 


Saints pounce 
as Penrith lose 
si^it of target 


Rugby Leagqe 

WYN GRIFFITHS ; 
Penrith Panthers 
St Helens 


Shaun McRae, the St Helens 
m ac** wore a broad smile for 
the first time in the World Club 
Championship after his side 
gabbed a lifeline with yester- 
day’s defeat in Penrith. 

The six-point defeat means 
that, unless Hafifax performed 
miracles and beat Brisbane 
Broncos at Thrum Hall last 
night. Saints would stay in 
fourth place on points differ- 
ence and take pan in a play-off 

against the Pool B winners, 
Paris Sl-Germain, at Knowsley 
Road on Wednesday week to 
decide the last quarter-final 
place. 

Saims. who have failed to wm 

a match in the tournament, 
had only a margin of 10 points 
with winch to secure a last-eight 
berth, but McRae had an 
inkling that Penrith's need to 
win by 46 points to make the 
knock-out stages might work in 
his side’s favour. 

“I said at half-time that 
maybe it with 20 minutes to go, 
they were not in with a chance 
of beating us by 46 points, they 
mi gh t relax a bit and we could 
get back in the fray,” McRae 
said. “This is the first time Tve 
been able to put a smile on my 
face when we've been beaten.” 


He added: “It looked like 
Penrith might run away with the 
game but my guys showed a lot 
of pride and character to come 
bade. We bad to do a lot of soul- 
searching after the humiliation 
in Auckland and I'm really hap- 
py for the guys. It’s a pleasing 
way to leave the country, even 
if we didn’t win.” 

Bobbie Goulding, the Saints 
captain, said the team had tar- 
geted Penrith as the weakest of 
their opposition in Pool A. 

“We knew when we came out 
here that the two games against 
Cronulla and Auckland would 
be very difficult but we also 
knew from the game against 
Peariih back home that we 
could beat them,” he said. 

'’Hie Jads are made up. Now 
we've got Paris at home and 
hopefully we'll beat Brisbane or 
Auckland away. We can't win 
the European Super League, so 
we're gomg to go all out to get 
in the quarter-finals.'' 

Penrith at one stage led 
32-10, but committed a series of 
han dling errors as they went 
full-blooded for their target. 

St Helens stayed in touch 
with first-half tries from An- 
thony Sullivan and Andy 
Haigh, but h needed a dramatic 
touchdown six minutes from the 
end by the stand-off Sean Long 
to clinch the decisive deficit for 
them. Their other try-scorers 
were Danny Arnold and Kefron 
Cunningham, with Goulding 
kicking three goals. 


Ben Hollioake takes his last look at schoolboy cricket yesterday. Hoffioake, who takes Ms place with the senior England 
team on Thursday, scored 59 not out at Southampton in the Under-19 victoiy against Zimbabwe Photograph: Peter Jay 


Testing day for 
British boats 


throughout his long vigil Only 
fatigue, understandable since 
he was on the field from the very 
first ball, dewed his progress and 
he intermittently ate b ananas, 
drank water and had his tiring 
fonsinns massaged by the team's 
physiotherapist. 

Mahanama had one or two 
anxious moments, none more so 
than when umpire Steve Ran- 
dell refused a justifiable claim 
for Ibw off the new, tafl left-arm 
spinner Nflesh Kulkami when 
he was 45. There were also a 
couple of narrow shaves, but the 
bowlers were having no joy. 

The quality of the pitch once 
more brought into question the 
future of Test cricket in this part 
of the world. Over the first two 
days, Sidhu, Tendulker and 
Azharuddin gathered hundreds 
for India with as much ease as 
Jayasuriya and Mahanama did 
and the one-sided contest had 
been condemned to a mean- 
ingless draw even before it was 
halfway through. No wonder no 
more than L500 spectators have 
turned up at the Premadasa 
Stadium for any of the days while 
35 JXXJ crammed the same^ venue 
less than two weeks ago to watch 
Sri Lanka thrash India in the 
Pepsi Asia Cup one-day final. 

WDM - He* taoteBK 6S7 fcr S dra 
5JB LANKA - Fkmt loniags 

3 SafamMtp not wit 175 

M AiapMU C Mori£a b KuBwra — 26 

R Maranams not out ■ ■ — HE 

extrm (tax ox 6 

Total (for 1J — 322 

Fdfc 1*39 

Boofac V Prasad 10-1-504; A Kauris 7 2 2<- 
Otnali; R CfraiAan 263-850 iitoli; A Kuntra 
28-3830 (no2U N KiAsmi 20-3-57-X S Gan- 
9*t 3-0-180: S TenduSor 1020. 


Sailing 

STUART ALEXANDER 
reports from Cowes 

On a difficult day for the three- 
boat British team in the Admi- 
ral’s Qup, there was the 
additional problem of a protest 
hanging over their heads. 

Bui biter two hard thrashes 
up and down the breezy, gear- 
testing waters of Christchurch 
Bay, they were hanging on to 
second place overall The Amer- 
icans were stretching out ahead 
of them, the New Zealanders 
breathing down their necks. 

Britain’s best hope of valu- 
able points, Tim Barratt's 36ft 
Brada m ante, faced a complaint 
from Italy's 40-footer Brava, 
New Zealand's Mean Machine 
had a problem with Graham 
Walkers 45-foot Corum Indul- 
gence, and the Americans on 
Flash Gordon took exception to 
Tony Buckingham's 40-foot 
Easy Oats. 

The Bradamante incident 
occurred after John Merricks 
and lan ^fclker had recovered 
from the disappointment of a 
wipe-out on the first spinnaker 
run of the first race when lying 
joint first and then battled their 
way back up to third. 

Brava was also protesting 
against Georgia Express for 
the same incident as 
Bradamante. although the skip- 
per David Barnes took a pre- 
cautionary 720-degree penalty 
tum. lt was not his day as, in the 
second race, he lost the halyard 


for his mainsail and had first to 
sail only with a small jib, then 
rig a storm trysail in order at 
least to finis h and so save 1.25 
points. 

That was more than Norway’s 
King Harald was able to do on 
his 40-footer Fram, which, be- 
cause of mast problems, could 
not compete in the second race 
of the day as the breeze piped 
up to 26 knots and hovered just 
north of east. 

Chris Law, skipper of Corum 
Indulgence, was spitting at los- 
ing thud place in the first race 
of the day by just six seconds, 
first to Jochen Sch umann of 
Germany in Rubin, then to 
Flash Gordon. 

The American 49-footer is 
locked in a battle not just with 
New Zealand’s Numbers, but 
between the two pairings of 
Kenny Read and Jim Brady, and 
Russell Contis and Brad Bul- 
terworth. The Americans, who 
lost the America's Cup to the 
Kiwis, are determined not to be 
knocked out of the Admiral's 
Cup. 

First blood went to Numbers, 
as Flash fizzled to * •xrth.botthe 
Americans won the return by 43 
seconds from Numbers as Co- 
rum Indulgence, despite having 
a less tidy race, took a well- 
deserved third. 

Helping New Zealand’s 
charge up the points table were 
two wins by Tbm Dodson in 
Mean Machine, although 
Britain’s Easy Oars scored a 
fifth and then a third after 
leading for some time. 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Football 

f7 JO wtora srateQ) 


OydabMk v BracHn - 

Ttnn h p i mm»ra » Qoww of the Sooth 
TWrd Dtvtekm 

Berwick vAHoa 

Cnrartnnlrantti w PmluriM 

East Stfcfing v Rose Corarty 

MoatroM v AMon 


FREMMY MATCHES: Aylesbury v Luton XI; 

8asWey » Rymoutti Xfc estop's Stated v 
H&ttBoittevMoracan&etBoratanWoed 
v Watford XI; Bradford oty v Santos (Bra) 
H AST, Condemn v Stoka W; Crawley v 
Portsmaih X (7.45); Doncaster v Sheffield 
Wednesday XI; tiawsandv Down Hendon v 


Rushden & DMnonds; Manchester United v 
Sterna ft agra tRQ); Marine v Crewe X); Moor 
OBenuNonfranpionM; FWartmouraivLecea- 
tar (7.45); Saftaeh v Tatmay XX Rufffiy v 
Sheffield Utd XI; Wttnay v Reading xi; Ifcrtfv 
wxxl v MttlenhBM; CKkrti C*y v Wt*- 
Bi^am v Hayes; Portadown v Sr Patrick's 
_ Aaitodc; Harrow Boroutfi v Stevenage (7 JSi 

KingaontenvAKanalXX 

| fptn 

STONES SUPER LEAGUE: Union Brarcos 
~ vOktram (730). 

5 poodw a y 

AMATEUR LEAGUE: Si Austed v MUdenhat. 

U Otter sports 

re) TENMS: LTA SateBte (Souttoea). 
v BOWLS: Fkit men's Undef-25 TBBC Fmtrand 
M w Austral? [StJ^onl-ori-Awi); EWBA viHk- 
v arCua iLe an a ng on). 


Just 

what your 
business 
needs, 
more free 
time. 


Turn to page 15. 
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Sport {£? C OUNTDOWN TO THE 1997-98 FOOTBALL SEASON 0 

Youthful Watson prepares for his senior 


“Tyneside in turmoil before 
Champions' League debut," 
screamed one of the morning 
headlines. Steve Watson could 
not help the wiy smile as he 
pulled on his boots for training. 

The afternoon be became the 
youngest first-teamer in New- 
castle United's history, the 
Magpies stooped to 19th place 


m the old Second Division. 
Their share offer was falling 
some £7m short of its £ 8 m tar- 
get and Jim Smith, the old 
Bald Eagle, was hanging on to 
the manager's job by his clans. 

“Things have changed a bit 
since then.” Watson mused as 
he scanned the line-up from the 
November day in 1 990 when he 
made his debut as a 1 6-year-old 
substitute at Molineux. 

Rather than fretting over the 

form and fitness of V&yoe Fere- 
day. Darren Bradshaw and 
Scott Sloan and whether the 
next season would bring trips to 
Darlington and Hartlepool, tur- 
moil for Newcastle's manager 
these days means working to- 
wards a European Cup tie with 
the inconvenience of having 
the world's most expensive play- 
er on the injured list. 

‘The last few seasons we've 
built up expectations so high," 


Watson acknowledged. “And a 
blow like Alan being injured has 
rocked everybody because he's 
the best striker in the country." 

Watson would not dispute 
that Alan Shearer is also the 
best striker nurtured by 
Whllsend Boys’ Gub, although 
he happens to be one himself. 

It was as a centre-forward 
that he joined Newcastle on 
YTS forms and his curriculum 
vitae includes not so much 
leading the line as being the line 
in a European tie. “The lone 
forager,” he recalled of his role 
as Andy Cole's emergency 
stand-in in the Basque cauldron 
of Athletic Bilbao's San Manxes 
stadium three years ago. 

Wilson, however, wul not be 
offering his services as a tem- 
porary replacement for Shear- 
er when Croatia Zagreb visit 
Tyneside for the opening leg of 
Newcastle’s Champions* 
League qualifying tie next 
Wednesday night. 

At the grand old age of 23, the 
veteran St James' Park servant 
(only Steve Hcwev has been on 
the boobs longer) hopes his 
days as the ultimate jack-of-all 
football trades are finally over. 

Watson broke into the first 
team as an attacking midfielder 


Simon Turnbull talks to Newcastle's 
long-serving defender who believes 
the picture at St James’ Park is not 
as black and white as it is painted 

and won his 12 England Under- “I played alongside Darren 

21 caps as a right-back. He has. Peacock at Arsenal against 
in fact, plavedm every outfield Dennis Bergkamp and Ian 
position for his home club. And Wright and 1 came off the pilch 
there are those in the Newcas- thinking that was as satisfied as 

tfedressmg-room who reckon he rdberawithmygameinalong 

qualifies as having kept goal too, time, 
citing a diving save that stopped Kenny Dalglish was satisfied 

a Tonv Dorigo shot but conced- too. Watson’s form at the heart 
ed a penalty to Leeds at St of a formerly suspect defence 
James’ three wars ago. was a notable feature of the un- 

“Actually," Watson said. “1 beaten 10-game run lo the end 
was a goalkeeper with the of last season which qualified 
Wallsend district team at scfaooL Newcastle as England’s runneis- 
I can remember we got ham- up representatives in Europe's 
mered bv Newcastle schools in Champions’ Cup. 
one game. They had Robbie El- While two long-serving 

liott and Lee Clark in their ride. Geordic likely lads, Elliott and 
“I was a centre-forward when Clark; have made way for new 
I signed for Newcastle United but recruits. Watson has been re- 
1 didn't play manv games for the warded with a four-year contract 
youth team up front. They played that wall take his senior service 
ine at centre-half virtually upta thelO-jearmark-anden- 
straight away and six years and tide him lo a testimonial - be- 
about eight different positions hi- fore his 27th birthday, 
cr. I've ended up at centre-half Such a scenario seemed un- 
a gain . I realiv do enjoy playing likely in the extreme in the ear- 
therc. I felt’very comfortable ly days of his working life under 
there at the end of last season, his third manager. Kevin Kee- 


gan’s opinion of him turned fiifl 
rirrie in the 90 minutes of a 
home match against Txanmere 


in April 1992. 
“IsaidtoSte 


“I said to Stevie in the dress- 
ing-room: ‘You’re playing full- 
back against Fat Nevin today* ” 
Keegan recalled. “Just show 
him inride because he’ll want to 
go outside you. 

“After five minutes he just let 
Nevin go inside him, Nevin 
crossed the ball and they were 
1-0 up. After 10 minuies he did 
the same thing. He thought I 
meant let him go inside rather 
than just make him try to go in- 
side instead of down the wing. 

“We came in 2-1 down at 
half-time and I said lo him: ’Get 
your boots off Get in the show- 
er. You’D never play full-back 
for me again'. 

“He went in the shower and 
the physio came to me and said 
someone was injured. So I went 
in the shower and said: ‘Right, 
come on, get your boots on. Get 
back out and play'. Stevie just 
said; ‘Great’. He put his boots 
back on and went out and 
ptaved fike a full-hack." 

Keegan came lo value Wat- 
son’s talent, and to utilise bis re- 
markable versatility to the fulL 
*A very mature player and a 


great athlete,” was the ulti- 
mate Keegan verdict. T never 
saw Duncan Edwards play, but 
people in the game keep teQmg 
me he reminds them of him.” 

Dalglish was so struck by 
Watson ’s maturity the Sra time 
he saw him m actum - on a 
scouting trip to watch Brighton, 
Liverpool’s forthcoming FA 
Cup opponents, in January 
1991 - he laughed at those 
who insisted the mid&Jderrnn- 
ning the show was a 16 -year-old 
trainee. 

Six years later, Dalglish has 
a man's job in mind for the ex- 
perienced pro who earned £29 
a week for his child-star dudes, 
which included cleaning the 
boots of Archie Goutiay and 
Neil Simpson. 

A new batch of reauns have 
arrived to fi ght far first-team 
places, and Jon PaMTbmasson. 
Temur Ketsbaia, Shay Given, 
Stuart Pearce mid Alessandro 
Pislone may all have opening- 
day roles a gains! Sheffield 
We d n es da y at St James' Paxfc an 
Saturday. 

Dalglish, though, is likely to 
find defensive room to accom- 
modate the old hand who wore 
the WaHsend No 9 shirt after 
Shearer. T am just looking for- 



ward to the season,” Watson 
said, never having settled in a 
position long enough to take 
one for granted. “Obviously 
Alan's injury has cast a bit of a 
shadow, but it's not all doom 
and gloom. Not at aiL WeVe got 
our two Champions* League 


New goal for 
Davenport on 
99 not out 


P eter Davenport belongs to 
a generation of strikers 
wfuch tends not to indulge 
in elaborately' choreographed 
goal celebrations. Yet if Mac- 
clesfield Town’s newly appoint- 
ed player-coach scores against 
Torquay United on Saturday, be 
may be tempted to raise an 
imaginary’ cricket bat. 

Finding the net on Maccles- 
field’s Football League debut 
would not only be satisfy ing in 
itself. It would also bring up a 
century of League gpals that the 
former England player did not 
expect to complete. 

Four years have elapsed since 
Davenport advanced to 98 with 
Sunderland: a further 28 
months since 3 single look him 
on to 99 during a Iran stint with 
Stockport. Even Geoffrey Boy- 
cott never edged towards three 
figures so cautiously. 

“It's been as if the captain de- 
clared the innings with me on 
99 not out." Davenport chuck- 


Phf! Shaw meets the one-cap wonder 
who, at 36, is now player-coach at the 
League’s latest recruits, Macclesfield, 
where he has a score to settle 


led. “When I got that last goal 
there was a lot of publicity 
about my being on the brink of 
a hundred. Stockport had three 
games left and Dave Jones [the 
manager, now with Southamp- 
ton] told me: Don't worn, 
you’ll get your chance lo do it'. 
He never played me again." 

Macclesfield's promotion 
from the Vauxhall Conference 
has given Davenport more 
than an opportunity lo reach a 
personal milestone. The purist 
style of Sammy Mcllroy's side 
has restored his appetite for the 
fray. He sounds 56 going on 18. 
his enthusiasm as great as at 
any lime since his heyday with 
Nottingham Forest and Man- 
chester United. 



That was then... Pater Davenport makes his only 
appearance for England, in 1985 Photograph: Colorsport 


Davenport’s promise was im- 
mense. Blessed with deft control 
and a talent for turning de- 
fenders -as viewers of Match of 
the Eighties saw last week - he 
was initially rated on a par with 
Gary Lineker. And when Mark 
Hughes left Old Trafford for 
Barcelona, he was the replace- 
ment. 

He was still with Forest when 
Bobby Robson picked him for 
the squad to play the Republic 
of Ireland at Wembley in 1985. 
“It was two days after my birth- 
day," Davenport recalled. “Not 
long after I got on as substitute. 
Midi McCarthy tried to clear 
the ball and it broke to me in 
the inside-right channel. 

“I squared it for Lineker to 
chip it over Packie Bonner. 
That was his first goal for Eng- 
land. The rest is histoiy. Go on 
Gary, make yourself a million 
while I just go and play for 
Airdrie and Southport!" 

While the tone is self-mock- 
ing rather than self-pitying, 
misfortune would play a part in 
Davenport’s status as a one-cap 
wonder. A week later a ham- 
string injury forced him out of 
the impending World Cup qual- 
ifier in Romania. He never did 
wear the pin-striped summer 
tour suit for which the FA bad 
him measured. 

Fate seemed to have switched 
rides when, the following year, 
Ron Atkinson paid £575,000 to 
take him to United, where 
Mcllroy had been among his 
adolescent heroes. Within six 
months, however, Alex Fergu- 
son took over and re-signed 
Hughes. 

Davenport went on to play 
for Middlesbrough and Sun- 
derland before circumstances 
led him to Scotland. “I derid- 
ed to find a club where they 
didn’t have so many overnight 
stops. My boy had just been 
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...this is now: Davenport, in the Third Division with Macclesfield, has a personal milestone to pass 


bom, yet every other Friday, at 
5pm, rd be sat in the Sunder- 
land coach in a traffic jam on the 
A1 at Welherby.” 

Spells with Airdrieonians 
and St Johnstone allowed him 
to see more of his family - “we 
hardly ever played anyone 
more than an hour away from 
our home in Edinburgh” - but 
Davenport felt he had unfin- 
ished business south of the 
border. 

After a permanent move to 
Stockport fell through, he 
joined Southport. He was the 
Conference club’s assistant 
manager, only to be overlooked 
when the senior post became va- 
cant. Having tola the chairman 
he did not want to go back to 
being just a player, he was 
released. 


“I was thinking of packing it 
in because I wasn't enjoying my 
football. Then Sammy came in 
for me and I realised I’d land- 
ed on my feet. I foought: ‘This 
is fantastic - I want to go on 
playing as long as I can’.” 
Macclesfield took the cham- 
pionship playing the type of 
football Davenport was 
schooled in. *Tve been fortu- 
nate to have played for some 
good managers. I rate Brian 
Clough as the best - his man- 
management was second to 
none. The way he used 
psychology was incredible. 

“More importantly, he always 
played the right way. He’d place 
a ball in the middle of the 
room and say: That's precious, 
look after it, don’t give it away*. 
“Sammy's not as outspoken 


- few people are - but his val- 
ues are the same. It’s pass and 
move, starting from a solid 
back four, like it was at Forest 
When we get possession we 


‘We’ve got 
players who 
will surprise 
people with 
their quality’ 


flood the box and create loads 
of chances. Touch wood." 

The qualification is added as 
much because “the Silkmen” 
are stepping into the unknown 


as out of a reluctance to tempt 
fate. “Nobody knows how we’ll 
cope with the physical demands, 
though we've got players who'll 
surprise people with their qual- 
ity.” 

Ear instance? “Neff Sorvel in 
midfield. Crewe let him go but 
he's a superb passer. Steve 
Payne and Neil Howarth are 
excellent centre-backs. Then 
there’s Steve Wood, our top 
scorer, who could become the 
oldest man to make his League 
debut - at 34." 

Wood has given up his job as 
a JCB driver to go full-time. 
Mcllroy's small squad, recruit- 
ed on a shoestring, also includes 
a recently retired postman, life- 
guard and gardener. Davenport, 
who will continue studying for 
a sports science degree at 


Photograph: Peter Jay 

Manchester University, was 
delighted to commit himself to 
a first-ever campaign at Third 
Division level. 

That has meant the kind of 
pre-season regime he thought 
was behind him, and which is 
now his responsibility. “Train- 
ing’s been very enjoyable, hon- 
estly," he said. “The spirit at 
Macclesfield is fantastic. Three 
years ago they won the title and 
weren’t allowed into the 
League. It’s mostly the same 
lads, so there’s a real feeling of 
‘let’s make it count this time'.” 

Talking of counting, Daves-: 
port is confident of troubling the 
scorers in the coming weeks. He 
will not, it is safe to assume, be 
unduly concerned if the elusive 
goal is not quite Match of the 
Nineties material. 


Most clubs are having to look at innovative strategies to lure 
fans brainwashed into believing life is only good at the top 


if 


Steve Watson gathers Ms thougws asi 

knocked out of last season’s Uefa Cup Photograph: Emptcs 


qualifying games for a start. . 
That’s got to make it as excit- 
ing a season as we've had since 

I’ve been here.” 

More exciting, certainly, than 
beading towards Hartlepool 
with Fe reday and the rest of 
those low-flying Magpies.; 




Ask a salesman for his vision of 
Utopia and he is sure to reply along 
these lines: give me a product that 

no one else can offer, that evoybody 

wants, at a price affordable to all- 

in port-war Britain in the late For- 
ties and Fifties, professional football 
was such a product It monopolised 
Saturday afternoon entertainment 
Capacity crowds packed sardine-like 
on vast open terraces week after 
week after week. Perceived to be 
good value for money, the masses 

did not appear undufy worried by the 

poor facilities and the cramped 
Confines of their temporary living 
quarters. After all, hadn't watching 
football always been like this? 

In far more comfortable sur- 
roundinqs - the padded-seat luxu- 
ry of the directors* box - the 
privileged few counted foencoms. 
Football admission could hardly 
have been deemed expensive, (the 
audience were, after au, the 
workers) buL in an era. "hen "he 
players earned peanuts in relation 


to the receipts amassed, it must have 
been halcyon days for your average, 
extremely rich football director. 

For men of vision, this surely had 
to be the opportune time to re- 
invest the excess. Antiquated stadi- 
ums, so desperately m need of mod- 
ernisation on the grounds of both 
improved comfort and safely, were 
largely left to crumble. Implement- 
ing a p ricing policy that rewarded the 
loyalty of the fans ty pegging prices 
was overlooked in favour of a re- 
lentless series of unnecessary and 
downright greedy admission hikes. 

Blinded by pound s^gns, the mon- 
ey men failed to see the arrival of the. 

opposition, living standards were ris- 
ing, so too were people s expecta- 
tions. Shops were, by now, stacked 
with attractive goods. Peoplebuyiog 
a car for the fast time could, come 
the weekend, spread foeir wings and 
explore the countryside. 

Television, now wnhm the budget 
of the working classes, accoimtedfor 
a high percentage of stayaway fans 


who preferred, instead, the comfort 
of their own homes and the novel- 
ty of an afternoon devoted to a 
whole variety of televised sports. 

Slowly, almost imperceptibly at 
first foe crowds started to drift away. 
A trickle became a flood as football 
lost its mass appeal. Wringing their 
hands, the directors attempted to 
make good foe shortfall with even 
greater price increases. 

Crowds continued their down- 
ward plunge through the hooligan- 
ravaged Sixties, Seventies and ear- 
ly Eighties, with the game’s lowest 
ebb being reached in foe quite ap- 
paling wake of the triple tragedies 
of Bradford. Brussels and Hillsbor- 
ough. Hand-wringing time again as 
the authorities looked to the heav- 
ens for some divine intervention. 

Winging in to answer their 
prayers was Sky supremo Rupert 
Murdoch. By toe-poking a multi- 
million pot of gold towards foe 
desperate and the needy, Murdoch 
has in all probability contributed 


Garry Nelson asks if 
the unstoppable rise 
of television is pricing 
the smaller clubs 
out of existence 

more than any other individual to 
the long-term viability of the Eng- 
lishgame. 

Backed not only by his huge in- 
vestment but also by the strongest 

E romooonal campaign the sport 
as ever seen, the professional 
game is once more in public de- 
mand. Increased demand invariably 
leads to a shortage of supply, which 
in turn leads to increased prices. 

The top dubs have not been 
slow in faking advantage. Ticket 


a footballing day out, it is now nec- 
essary to shell out around £70 and 
that is without foe compulsory trip 
to a fast-food outlet 


Not of great concern perhaps to 
those riding high on the back of foot- 
ball’s current fashionability. But 
just a couple of rungs below, dubs 
are increasingly having to look at in- 
novative pricing strategies in an at- 
tempt to lure fans brainwashed into 
believing that life is only good at the 
top. 

Norwich City were able to attract 
crowds of several thousand to un- 
attractive reserve fixtures by offer- 
ing free admission to families and 
friends. Not muds chance of adding 
to foe bank balance there, but the 
hope is that a high percentage of po- 
tential paying customers wfll return 
over and over again in the not too 
distant future. 

Swindon Town have, once again, 
implemented a price increase this 
season. Should they, however, fail 
to make the play-offs, season- 
ticket holders mil be refunded the 
cost of the increase. 

These two clubs do have the 
added saleability asset of proximi- 


ty to the big time. When you are 
down amongst the dead men, being 
innovative with your pricing policy . 
is tantamount to committing finan- 
cial suicide. Just ask the former 
Torquay chairman, Mike Bateson. 

He came to the painful, inevitable 
conclusion that regardless of price 
promotions- two tickets for one, kids 
for a quid, child season tickets for a 
tenner - the base for increasing sup- 
port sufficiently to make ends meet 
just was not there. He then had the 
unenviable task of asking perhaps the 
most loyal couple of thousand fans 
in the country to cough up an extra 
£2 a match for the privilege of watch- 
ing what was, at that particular ti me. 
foe worst team in the country. 

Eight pounds a throw, that's 
force home games for a month’s Sky 
subscription. Come midweek when 
foe lows come scudding j n from the 
west bringing high winds and tor- 
rential ram, the choice between 
Jowly Torquay and the other Unit- 
ed really seems too dose to call. 


Murdoch's £60,000 a year donation 
doesn t nearly begin to offset foe 
loss. 

For Torquay read foe vart majority 
of Nationwide League dubs. As de- 
mzmd grows for foe best seats in the 
remiership house, foe fade leaguers 
are left to ponder how bestthey can 
survive. 

A drastic price reduction may be 
foe answer, but such has been the 
effectiveness of Murdoch's mar- 
keting strategy, there is- still no . 
guarantee that this will bfr enough . 
to tempt those hooked on iris sport' 
mg satellite show to watch five foot" 
ball again. 

As foe recently unemployed sales- 
man said: “You're only as good as 
foe product you sell.” Especially 
when it’s vastly over-priced. Heed 
foe warning, Premiership chibs' Of: 
nave we already reached the stage 
wnere foe fans are no lmwiT as im- 
portant as foe television income*'® 
epunng that our game - the t»d 9 r : 
pie s game - win endure. 
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; Football 

il PetC T. Sfhmeichel trudged 
f "jaribtoi Ihe Wembley pitch 
h J? 1 Same of the sca- 
“ nda y and immcdiatclv 
pleaded for a Christmas break 
in the season. 

o Manchester United 
goalkeeper helped the cham- 
pions clam yet another piece or 
silverware m the Charity Shield 
penalty shoot-out against the FA 
Lup holders, Chelsea. 

The traditional curtain- 
raiser isjust the opening fixture 
of a season that could last 11 
months for those players in- 
volved in the World Cup finals 
in France in 199S and Schmc- 
lchel yesterday predicted that 
, nri! : . fpe Football Association would 

have to sanction a mid-season 
^rton-s uf a rest for exhausted players. 

— S,I - The Danish international 

^ Lumpuiers goalkeeper said: “If England 
oce jjd -best gohe ‘ ; qualify [for the World Cupl. 
J ‘■ nansins what’s the point in stretching the 

, . „ season another week? If you 

** '* , l — play in this league you need a 
P- in* "taught"^ lot of rest, not just between 
fj^pn.'unimnied games but you also need a lot 
of rest between seasons. I think 
eventually we will have to have 
a break at Christmas. 

“They will find that if the 
players can look forward to a lit- 
tle break they will come back 
more fresh and ready and every- 
one will benefit from that." 

As one of the most success- 
ful dubs, United arc particularly 
badly hit by a packed fixture list 
which has already led to their 
^manager, Alex Ferguson, de- 
ciding to rest David Beckham. 
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Schmcichel is also concerned 
about the demands placed upon 
tne young internationals. "The 
England players played into 
June [in Le Tournoi de France 1. 
They might have come back the 
same time as 1 did, they may 
have had pre-season tours and 
uuty end up not getting in the 
nght form and get injuries dur- 
ing the season and thev might 
not play in the World’ CujT I 
can t really sec the point in that. 

"Gary Neville has gone on for 
two years now with no break 
and he needed ihe lime he got 
ihis summer to be able to con- 
tinue to produce for Manches- 
ter United and England." 

Schmcichcl has at least al- 
ready benefited from one rule 
change this season which allows 
goalkeepers to move on their 
line before a penally is taken. 

He saved Frank Sinclair's 
first penalty at Wembley after 
United learned from experience 
the advantage the new rule 
gives the goalkeeper. “We 
missed two penalties in Milan 
last week because the goal- 
keeper was dancing about on 
die line. Jordi [Cruyff] was tak- 
ing one and he didn’t know what 
to do," Schmeiche! said. 

“It’s never been allowed be- 
fore and it’s going to create a lot 
of confusion for the goalkeeper 
as well as Ihe penalty taker. The 
Inlemazkmale keeper saved two 
penalties by moving about on the 
line so I thought I'd try it. 

“You come up against play- 
ers like Gianfranco Zola who 
are so confident they can wait 
until the very last second, so you 
have to try these things." 


City consider exit 
from Maine Road 




► v y - 






v -,: -> 


Manchester City could be set to 
leave Maine Road and move to 
a new 70.000 capacity stadium. 
Francis Lee, the club's chair- 
ul ' "man, has confirmed the Fust Di- 

. rision club are looking at 

moving to a new venue which 
is under construction at East- 
rf'sxK lands f° r the Commonwealth 

wards gays Gajnes 2001 

.... Lee was speaking as plans 
' "• were unveiled at Maine Road, 

‘ r City’s home of 77 years, for a 
. , ... ^second temporary stand to fit in 
‘ ■ 1 "T- an extra 2,000 fans for the 

• • ". .. forthcoming season. 

- ' . Wolves have lost their appeal 

• : • r ' . against the £250,000 they were 
'* - ' • • - • '.lrdered to pay Leicester for 

goalkeeper Zeljko Kalac. The 
*■"' ' ~ ' Vfolineux club were told to pay 
. v. • : - .be money last September, de- 

ling the. 


•jpite not signing the Australian 




Mickelson in 
. friond? charge to title 
iS * and Cup place 
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Phil Mickelson claimed his sec- 
ond Sprint International title 
Sunday and secured a place in 
the United States Ryder Cup 
team in the process. 

Mickelson, who led going 
into the final round, was never 
seriously challenged on the fi- 
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, »->«“ *7 'Lixitc* seriously challenged on the 

nal day as, he cruised to a 
t seven-point victory over the 

w ’. a r Austrahan StuartAppldiymde- 
delightful plajnng conditions at 
Castle Pines. ■ '•> • 

■ ■ - - ^ He compiled a round of five 

.1-'-'^ birdies and onebogeyforAfour- 
^ under-par 68 worth nine points 
under the Modified StaWeford 
format used for the eveiiL 
The scoring system awards 
,. five points for an eagle, .two for 

. .. ■ biidie, zero for par, aud.sub- 
" • ■■ tractsone point for aBdgey and 

- ^three for a double-bogey or 
. ^ worse. ... 

’ Mickelson finished with 4S 
.' . • : x>ints to become the festplay- 
. v ir?r to win the tide twice in' the 
... -i-T-'" rvenfs 12-^ar histoiy.He also 
1 ~ leailas own tournamepirecord 
,L 45 points, set in 1993. He 

. ... ‘uantfed two eagles, 21-inrdies 

v ", ^ ' md four bogeys for ah unoffi- 

•'* J "* * pfnai 2I-under 267 total 
^ .j ci- * “I played four good rounds 

. - r v;,’. ’-ij.-tnd that s something I haven't 
tone too much thfeyear.itgiyes 
- -A- ' aM of momentum going 
- ^ntothe PGA OMn^kmship,'' 
■^aid Sfickelson- of .the year’s 
inal ^ajor championship "in 
wp weeks*. .tnne. 7l ' 

■* Tbe HfoPGAi^ur vkaoiy of 
f jscar©5 and second of the year 
ras worth $306,000 and 150 Ry- 
ler ^ ' * 

r I »lfy gaia=; selection Tor the 
American team that will dial- 
- «, uAnge Euidpe, .the; holders, at 

(Ihldeuama, Spain, next monm. 


due to problems over a work 
penniL Leicester successfully ar- 
gued then that Wolves bad re- 
neged on buying the player. 

Des Hamilton, the Newcas- 
tle wing-back bought for £125ra 
from Bradford, is expected to 
be out of action for only a few 
weeks, rather than a few months 
which was feared after he in- 
jured his right ankle in Sunday's 
3-2 friendly defeat by Juventus. 

Brentford are looking for a 
new manager five days before 
the start of the new season af- 
ter Dave Webb accepted the 
role of chief executive. 

Norwegian defender Jon 
Olav Hjelde has completed his 
£600,000 move to Nottingham 
Forest and is likely to take the 
place of Colin Cooper for Sat- 
urday’s match at Port Male. 


Baseball 

NATIONAL LEAGUE: MomnKl 6 San D**p 3. 
PhJtodeWila 10 St Lotus 1, 8 Cotarodo 

4. Sen rVanoscoaCncnran 3 110 n*£]. 
ton 3 NT Men 2. Ftonda S ABanta 4. Claeaflo 
Cuts 4 Los. Angeles 3 112 mnngsi. 
ameihqmi league: Detrafc 5 Toronto 2. Mr Yan- 
kees 6 Mmnesxa 5, Kansas Oty 5 Boston 2, 
Seattle 6 Mfcoutee 5. Battmora 7 Oahtand S, 
Antfren 4 CNngo WhBe Sop 1 . Twee S Owe- 
tand 7. 

Basketball 

James Hamtftnn. the Budwetser Leagje’s 
leading retxtunder last season, has 
joined Eode London Tow«f from Worthing 
Bbbb. Tbtwjs hme re-sigiBd Danny Lewis. 
Bari Bfovm and Newte Austin and are ne- 
gotiailnfl with Alan Cunrangham, Tony 
Windless and Keith Robinson. Wfanhirw, 
who have beer threatening to tew tiw 
league througi lack of sponsorship, win 
corahtn later this week that they wUI com- 
pete next season. 

Bowls 

EngSsti wmmI turn County Cttampl- 
onsWp yot«» Trophy) (Hoy«l Lanoifnfftoii 

^StoMait: Somereei ta Norfolk 
118-108; YbdaWie tn Stxray 133-118. 


wfo(Sat4faiMKtaM 



Men 

toSiuSfHo^xjlT 

45.07^6^^ (Sail) 46.^7; 7 S 


Hast UlW Kpketer tOen) Imirt 
j doom (Haiti) U47.T6 : 6 J Rato- 
lNTattB (Cubel !>M>l4:2P3a3u>atoBted 

m Stiff: 




sprint into obscurity 


ONpert Cornwell considers tire negligible 

impression made on their fellow Americans 

dav became respectweijr the \y, +h 0 world's fesfest man and woman 

>•» — iJ*,- r«idoe« man” ana 


A spectator has an unfettered view of a men’s 800m heat on Sunday Photograph: Reuter 


Maurice Who, Marion Who? 
Wfefl, Maurice Greene and Mar- 
kra Jones, actually, who an Sun- 


world*s fastest’ man" and 
“world’s fastest woman" with 
their 100 metres victories in 
Athens. America, therefore, has 
rec a ptured its traditional pte-em- 
inence in the short sprints. Only, 
don’t expea too many people 
across the Atlantic to be beside 
themselves with excitement 

In a popularity rankmg of ma- 
jor sports in the United States, 
athletics - or track and field as 
it is called there r would lan- 
guish somewhere between 
beach cricket and curling. Only 
at Olympic time does it impose 

on the public consciousness, and 
then only thanks to TV pack- 
aging, which relies on saccha- 
rine biographies of selected 
competitors rather than exam- 
ination of their events. Anyone, 
after a serious assessment of 
American sprinting strength, 
would have learnt more in one 
evening of BBC coverage of 
Athens than from a week of the 
pap served up by NBC on the 
Atlanta Games. 

Unlike those major TV 
sports of American football 
and baseball, which are virtu- 
ally unique to North America, 
track and field involves com- 
petition against foreigners. 
Now foreigners are only of the 
scant esi interest to an irre- 
deemably chauvinist Ameri- 
can public lb make matters 
worse, they have a frequent 
habit of beating their US rivals. 
So how do you sell that? One 
answer would be world records, 
but even network mega-bucks 
cannot guarantee that. What’s 
a 9.86sec 100m if it's not a 
record? Answer, as uninter- 
esting and unpalatable to 
American viewers asa goalless 
draw at football (sorry, soccer.) 

And so to tbe last ratings 
hope of track and field - an ex- 
tra dash of “charisma" (read the 
antics of a Denis Rodman or 
Mike Tyson). Alas, athletics of- 
fers neither blood nor human 
contact. Its greatest practition- 
ers tend to be modest and re- 
tiring folk who do not cover 


themselves with tattoos, pick 
fights with the media or chew 
on ear lobes. Only Carl Lewis 
has used athletics to become a 
sporting superstar in his own 
land. But even he owes tus 
American celebrity at least as 
much to a loud mouth as to tus 
brilliance at his chosen trade. 

And consider who else hngers 
in the memory among Ameri- 
can athletes since the war. In- 
comparables Kke Ed Moses and 
AI Oerter? Not really. Immor- 
tality requires a dash of the out- 
landish - the black power sahite 
by Tommy Smith and John Car- 
los, Bob Beamon’s freakish 29ft 
long jump at the same Mexico 

City Olympics of 1968, and “the 

Flop" with which Dick Fosbury 


quickly revolutionised high 
jumping. , 

Britain still cherishes heroes 
like Bannister and Chalaway. 
Coe and Ovett, Daley Thomp- 
son and Linford Christie. Not 
even shacking gold shoes, how- 
ever. are unlikely to keep 
Michael Johnson from obscuri- 
ty once these World Champi- 
onships are over. Thus it was 
after Atlanta, despite his 
19J2sec 200 metres, rn its way 
as unbelievable as the Beaiqon 
long jump 2S years earlier; and 
thus it will be after Athens, even 
if he produces another world 
record. Let Maurice Greene and 
Marion Jones be warned. If 
they want to become famous, 
they’re in the wrong game. 



Marlon Jones enjoys her 100m victory Photograph: AFP 


Nebiolo on attack as spectators shun Athens 


Primo Nebiolo, the Interna- 
tional Amateur Athletic presi- 
dent, yesterday attacked the 
Athens authorities for not pro- 
moting the World Champi- 
onships sufficiently after the 
stadium was only half full for 
Sunday's 100 metres finals, the 
event's biggest night. 

As Athens enters the final 
weeks of its campaign to host tbe 
2004 Olympics, television pic- 


Golf 

LP 6 A DU HHJRER CUSSK (tafcvflta): 
Leadktf final scam (US unless stated): 278 
C Walter 68 72 73 65. 280 LNoumann (Sim) 

71 67 73 S9. 281 B Wne 71 B9 72 69. K 
Rattans 71 65 73 72. 282 C Figg-Cunw 69 
74 69 7a J Wsw TO 69 71 7Z 283 Ft Janos 

69 71 71 72. E Khm 73 TO 71 60. 284 L 
Hockney (C0) 73 68 75 67, C Johnson 70 72 

72 7a 285 J QaMu 74 68 74 Q& D AngaM 
71 69 76 69. BBurton 6 S 78 68 75. 286 H 
Mfrqdraon <S «0 TS TO 69 72, J Bmm 71 
71 70 74. 287 N HelttJflnpun 73 72 74 6 a 
KTGChenar 72 73 T468J Uapeij) 

71 73 72 71, L DfMOS |GB) 73 70 73 71. D 
Ammaccapane 71 75 89 72. D RKtWd 72 73 

70 72. K SaU 75 69 71 72. W Wartl 72 71 

72 72. 

TO SHWIT WiaWAIWIML 
CokCTdQg Leading Una! •cotom iMpd/fed Sch 
biefont - flw points (or aogfe tw (orutae. 
zero tor por, and suMraess one point tar to* 
^ ato rf»to pc^ fot ttototo or wi» 

us unless, notet/k 'Ws P Wdceton 14 13 
12 9 . 41 S Appteoy Wus) 9 10 13 9. W S 

Kendafl 1012 12 4.34 D Hat 101086.33 

KSurfterfand 3 14 8 8 . J Haas 15 4 10 4. 32 
J Fuiyk 3 8 12 9 . E Q» (SA) 5 6 14 7, L Mae 
15 8 3 6. 31 N Prt* 0m) 6 14 7 4. 

Ragby League 

WORLD CUUB CHAMPIONSHIP: Penfttti 32 
St Helens 26 


tures showing thousands of emp- 
ty seats were broadcast around 
the world while the American 
Maurice Greene winning an 
exciting battle with Donovan 
BaDey for the men’s 100 title. 

While Athens’ old Olympic 
stadium was packed for Friday’s 
opening ceremony when Van- 
gelis played “Chariots of Fire" 
and dancers pretended to be 
athletes, the sight of real run- 


ners at the two opening days at 
the weekend has not had the 
same local appeal. 

“There has maybe not been 
a great campaign of promo- 
tion," said Nebiolo, who is also 
backing Rome’s rival bid for the 
2004 Games. 

More than 53,000 seals in the 
Olympic stadium have been 
made available to the public. 
While the 1993 championships 


in Stuttgart and the 1995 cham- 
pionships in Gothenburg en- 
joyed bumper crowds, Athens 
has struggled. 

Nebiolo is in a difficult posi- 
tion diplomatically at these 
championships since Athens 
and Rome are regarded as be- 
ing the two favourites to win the 
International Olympic Com- 
mittee vote to host the Games 
next month. The success or 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Rugby Union 

m Watson, tfie former Scotland No 8. 
has been appointed as tteSooaish Rug- 
by Unte’s new chief executive. Watson, 
who won 10 caps between 1973 and 
1979 and who has coached both Bor- 

ougtimulrarul Bggar, is currently over- 
seas business development director for 
Guardalt Ltd. Watson, 48, expects to 
taka up his post on September L 
Bristol yesterday signed the defend Un- 
der-21 hooker Dawtd Lee from Cwk Con- 
stitution, following his former 
team-mates Paul Burte and David 
Cotkeiy to the Memorial Ground. 
Bridgend have appointed Welsh tn- 
tematJonai Gareth Thomas as their cap- 
tain for the new Welsh League premier 
division season. 

SWWIMA^FE COMES WEEK Maxi Class 
CHS: 1 UXMO lrwafl (NttMUtt 2 ton Foie 
(Bassie lm BUnoritour®: 3 Ocean Mam CSten- 
aa LeneptaRUO- Was* 1 CHJfcfc fonw] Loi- 
ns (Desperado el Cowes); 2 Dm loue & Ktt 
rtabday (Wepaxfcnr Bear); 3 P Woon (Tomenw. 
Ctass 2 CHS; t Anthony De Mulder (VUnc 4): 
2 Mand O3T0I5 Lid (tMtoo**'): 3 Mart* Ljlffir- 


doputt (Aera). Class 3 CHS: 1 Pms Beamen 
lAaeci; 2 Care R was iCBud B 0 : 3 Marti PeSs'g 
iCunxteen. Clasa 4 CHS: 1 Paw Bmce rfMk 
2 ±aah Bulb (Rasseffutr. 3 Mart> Dei Bart iCar- 
otoe). Ctaaa 6 CHS: 1 w s«oa 8 w lampMM 
(MsraneSaBy): 2 tan Hand** ABaWiSWner 
itoiaaai:3Pnief Dckson iSor-Boraf). Ctasa 
6CHS61MartnMoo(V(SrieaatB20w*«IMcK- 
non (KanODoU 3 Jolm l Jenm Dudley IFVtH 
Haiti. CUM 7 BC: 1 P 8 W CWen UenJ; 2 Tony 
S job Peon (Le Fredh3PaUT 
(QRKTroee TO. Ctasa B BC 1 1 
(TU 0 NM: 2 Danasaeele OJUnaK 3J*he Onsn 
(Bone CtwnyL Ctasa 94 SMfc 1 M*haal lanron 
pteliMBI^ M Lamy R Sugfen T RDmano (Op- 
tmxrenV. 3 Joe Enpdi 3 Tom Duncan IT Bone). 
Ctaaa 98 88 ft: 1 An Andereon (T&xt. 2 Her- 
ran & George Baker (Mad Cow); 3 Oaw & Ion 
Orffo (Ya Well. Slpaa 38: 1 Oewi Aisher (Yeo- 
man XKViflj; 2 Me* & Anne Holgh (Steamy Win- 
dows): 3 Gordon Walter (P&ukm H). SraSMt 
38: 1 Nedo na i Gnd tSunsari TTwiyn 2 Sunml 
Swawlandl CSunsad ThmyOie): 3 Siemens 
tanSSilM 


(Sinsai Thny-sco. 


: 1 M EwartSfimb 


Ude PifM: 3 Mdnel Webster (Mss Money ftn- 

3Tli(xnasWbce(Pizaoa!DLSiaw:lltajeispan- 
on Satang Flederan (TB4U2 Sonar Ylactas (TBAJ: 
3 Sens Stadas flBAi. Itaftae : 1 R Presmn B>« 
16 Q Senpson (Pecanurt; 2 ft Syme R&R 
Mui CDouBM: 3 A Same O Strata A OoCm 
J B (DynenHteL tatssnMIonal EtdMta: IBany 

Torfe OtaqumM: 2 Mud WastMTlawenoa 
lugR 0 ucyBbei: 3 Ra|>rWciwns&Meib(> 3 Hv 
er (MoonigW. tata m tataaM Praftoa: 1 Frenh 
wi Beuwwn (Hesca Q: 2 R Jonun 6 Reftart 
Bu»x* (Peer GsrRC 3 Russel & Janes Tupp (Mes- 
U li. NBttaBal Swaftow: 1 k»4 Mrs B Burnett 
C Hyatt Mr (Serenade): 2 Mr A uo j Hoo^aDn 
(Auoceu; 3 Jamas vamon (Aston). fMMnc: 
lJon^tonReeiKjU34:2IA&MBFraserMor- 
iEon (Steal; 3 Hen L*s WSVWtemOggfUidy 
Laemau. Sotant aaa taa a ac IPew r*criobon 
& Feu Brewer (Dasityr. 2 Peter, S & J 0 *Hea 
(Jojft: 3 Roffr V*c*ens (Damqu 
SeavtaurMenaaid:! Sea View VSidit dub 
& R Prest (Sheen); 2 Ben (few Brown & J 


failure of these championships 
could be an important factor. 

The Greets immediately 
countered the criticism by say- 
ing that the nine-day programme 
was too long. “The programme 
is too big. Six days would have 
been better," said the Greek Na- 
tional Olympic Committee chief, 
Lambis Nflcolaou. “Perhaps the 
prices are too high" 

Nebwto said the 1AAF had de- 


Daonshto(HsBU();3MRaff&RC8maiSaa- 
119). International FlyfogRftMn: lJ&feuf 
Hayden CDwigwidoo): 2 Paul & J3mes Moor- 
rTtan(P1iiTipuhlcterj);3lanGon1ngs(Bas«- 
ica)- X Ona Doalgn: 1 Harry Dodd & Dawd 
Bedford (Heyday); 2 Stuart & Maryann Jar- 
drw (tone Star}: 3 RoUn Batne 0tRm). N»- 
U o m * Sqnfoc 1 Pacer Tracy (Moomakei); 2 
James Much ILizwhttj; 3 Cdr Dtek Hewitt 
ISatu). Victory: 1 Jeremy Leer (Zbvda); 2 
Jan Penynan & Nfck Bentiam (htactaj; 3 Nl^ 
Setton-SniWi (Woode). Cock 1720: 1 Joe 
English Atom Dwcan (T Bone); 2 Sfflwart 
Hawthorn (Le Bouchon); 3 T ftchantean & 
Str Marti Norman (Premier Cm). 
Champaere Mvnm Admirers Cup: Conn 
awfod Rare 4. Big teals; 1 Mumbos (MZU; 
2 RseamJfin (AuS: 3 IUht MV (Geft 4 Hash 
Gordon (US); S Corum Induigonce (SB); 6 
Marina (It); 7 Inwestw (Scond). HjC 40k 1 
Mean Madtaie (NZ); 2 Pina (Gerh 3 MK Cale 


cided to prevent any repetition 
of action by supporters of the 
Athens bid alter a huge banner 
was displayed in the stadium on 
Saturday and Sunday. The IAAF 
does not allow advertising in the 
stadium from any of the fiw cities 
bidding for the Games. Athens 
and Rome are bidding against 
Cape Town, Buenos Aires and 
Sux±hoim: a dedaon win be tak- 
en in Lausanne next month. 


(US); 4 GUNet (AUS); 5 Easy Ores MSB); 8 
Brava QS (fo; 7 Ram XIV (Scand). Hanoi 
38: 1 Breeze (W; 2 Jameson lUS); 3 
Bradamafe (GB); 4 Sea (Aus); 5 Georga Ex- 
press (NZ); 6 1 Punkt (Gar): 7 Mumm a Mia! 
(ScotO). Coram Doplne Race E: Big Boats: 

1 Rash Gordon; 2 Numbers; 3 Comm In- 
dUflance: 4 Raeprrednn; 5 Madina; 8 Rutoc 
7 Investor; BC 40 k 1 Mean Machine; 2 Pin- 
ts: 3 Brava 08: 4 Easy Oars; 5 GUNet: 8 MK 
Cafe. Ram rid not star. Maim 38c 1 Breeze; 

2 Jameson: 3 Sea; 4 Bradamante; 5 Munm 
a Mai; 8 1 Pimkc 7 Geoqto Express. Stend- 

overall (/. V v>ct to pralnt) after &/a 
races; 1 US 5&250B; 2 GB 75; 3 New 
Zealand, 75.63; 4 Germany. B2.75; S Italy, 
87.5: 6 Australia, 89.38; 7 Scandinavia. 
137.75. 

Humte 

TkseftM Ctassfc (CsrMMd, CiVBfomta): Rnat 
M rtnes (Sam bt M Seles I US) 7-G 6-4. 


Be); 2 Andrew Mchns (Next Jefot); 3 Pmi+ 2' 
i jay Btata wettoi OonCMM 32: L Mck ftadey 
(Men* BV 2 D RKtofos R Rouse T Vtarar (Btan- 
co): 3 Ranh Gredwi &P bichufcl (Trader Jo), 
lot OtaAkM IM 0 W 24; 1 Melees Rataig 
(taenfttaich u; 2 Roeer Reaooa (CwenddnCo* 


DETAILS FR OM ATHENS 


m 339.01: 7 G HooO ICanJ 339.13; 8 GO 

ay (GB) 3:40-21; 12 A Zadonarev (Rust 
3642.61. 

400 metres kurdtotm 

IS Dtaftott (ft) 

2 L Herbart fSA) 


-47.70 
-47 M 


3 8 Bn 




4F MM (M 48j 0S: E S Manor IZami JaiJ; 
8ffWtafttonto(Rus)4a^ 7DMO*an Jam) 
4Mft 8 J HA (CZ Rfirt «■«. 

3.000 netm> iindnlertiem amaMtaali 

8 J Swnosy (Nor) V 

&2a39i&K Moran (Sp) 831.73; 9 RWj; 
eft (Prt) 8^3 28: an s Vraeman (Ntffl 

m r NOW* luswp a reS" 

txoschlrt (It) did not fireah. Herat 2: 1 B Bar- 

naw (to? 

%!S12SX2S&t£^ 





2J8;- AOrta IS 


8S6J2: n A Dotonao 
_ RH00»)(QB) 8*024 

WfiJft 5 P Soukto (CtRert 
1 P Mdurui (Kan ) iMSb 
ML 24 ? p telfcw «a did not 

viaMetofinrt): Heatl. 

3 ^ir^ESi ) ts£Sssa 


(Crtom) i2Bf Lee Jovaek (S Krri 2^^ 
(9^2^ 8- 

22* JMofctaalW2^MMar^(W2^ 
) 2^ 12 E WehmK fBtodm 
BT2J23;14-TJanl(ufCzReg 
« ««, ISP) 2JS: 18 R Jontall (US 

7 B Brown fl)S) 2-23; S Zone (Vug) 2-23; 
Mote* ffltzsu Hem 23* 

2J5; 27 M Onoue depart 2J5; 18 K Naa« 

(MauntnaJ 2 Ji 

Women 

rtOOMtraitnf 

lcnram— i(Ane) — -4&77 

-48.79 

8 J Mterriaerir (US) ... MS A 


4 Gnt Breuer (GeOSOOft S F Oamtoya (Nger) 
50^27: 8 H FlclWW VU Rep) 5066; 7 P De«j 
(B oh) SO.68; 8T Alakseje« (Rus) 5J-37. 
lP-laa waW first round (first hi each 
heat ptae four Cestarat loeare to flnrt): Heat 
U 1 A LBfUra (LaO 44mbi 07 JBsee: 2 M 
UrbariK-RDsa (Hung) 44.13.76: 3 0 Kar- 
doporawa (Bela) 44:16.00; 4Y Mrtwwa 
(Rus) 44:16.08; 5 L KhmeWtSteya (Bela) 
44:18.49; BWangYan (China) 443&S0: 7 
ASKtelR) 44;19J3; 6 0 ftrtyorew (Rua) 
44:22.63: 9 S Tolstaya (Kazakhstan) 
443234; 10 G MenOoW (Mae) 4451M; 
US Reflor (Po) 4&00.77; 12 C Mron So) 
45.-0995: U I Rysa (Hund 45:18.02; 14 1 
vans (Mex) 47D3.1S; S H L*and (Nor) 

4751-23; 38 V Nadaud (Fri 47*290; 17 
K BpyUa (Get) 4&OU28; 18 C WAKOU (Sri 
48&L3& 19 A Isayara (As) 50:44.62; G 
Iruata (BOO dtaquaWed; A Ba) (MafoyJ dS- 
quaWied. Haati 1 0 ivancwa (Ifos) 44319& 

2 E Alfrtdl 00 4432.04; 3 E PWfWW (It) 
4432.0ft 4 1 Startarni (RUS) 4432J7; 5 A 
S2Btonszhy (Hun) 4432.22; GVTsyJxrtatoya 
(Bela) 44;32J?4; 7 Uu Horeyu (CNna) 
4432^17; 8 M Saznuva (Kaz) 4433.48; 9 
Guftn (China) 443&17; lOBCMmiell (Gar) 
4437.78; 11 V Mtaumon (Japan) 44:43.99; 
12 T Patras (Can) 45ri&76; 13 JSafc Iflufl 
4& 12.76; 14 N Fortain (Fi) 4&2GL58: 15 
N LeJcslr (Ft) 47:15.15; 18 V Sauctn* (Uhr) 
474757; 17 F Mardnaz (Med 483851; IB 
M Ramon (Ecu) 4839.7ft T LCh«fiWa(iB» 
(Nsquaftfled; V Heran (US) daquaided. 
Heptathlon; Loatfknnp: OrwinA^Wfo- 
rtarcak (Pod 6.63 metres UM9f*s; 2 S 
Motetas (Ba) ft£0 LOOT; 3 M Snpuf (Geri 
6.42 961; 4 R Naoromne (UN 654 95ft 

5 N Sazanovich (Beta) 6^4 924; 6 M 
CWoiMfo (Fr) 6J0880: 7 KMRBtt rftH 659 
877; 8 T Kautala (Fm) 6.03 85ft 9 T 
Gorteywa (Rus) 552 795; w MaCturn** 
fT«ft66747; UAPapasotmou (GOaanix 
start GW B! 1 D LflWB 16B) 647 997; 2 

S Braun 542 981j3DNtoTan(US)6Je 

98ft 4 P Beer (Gar) 6J101S; 5 J HenyCNQ 
517 902; 8 N Tappe (Fr) W* 893; 7 t 
VbartOB (Rus) Ml 583; 8 1 Oepw 5.71 

7B2; K Carter (US) did tot SWS Kazarina 
fffaz)<id/irt stare E Barter (Sena Laiirfe) did 
m swt JtaMhE Qr«rt 
5252m 915 pants 2KB»gfi) 859j 

3 T GwdeyevB (Rus) 45.66 77ft 4 M 

OAnfo ffl 4440 752; S J Hemy (NZ) 4Z4S 
TlftSTHauttla (FW 41-50 69ft 7 1 CJopw 
(So) 4030 673; Ma Chnvpng (Taf) did not 
Sto. aroup ft 1 0 Lewis (0B) 52.70 2 

S Braun (Geri 51.48 88ft 3 1 Vostnhna (tfos) 
47.74 816; 4 0 Nathan (US) 4454 755; 6 


cals); 3 Dare) Hal (Rawtiyde). Hatter 707: 1 
D WMfon Otacft-ttat 2 Mctotae Rotors (three 


U Wtodarezyti (Pol) 44.18 748; 8 M _ 
<Ger) 4352 743; 7 N Saranorteh (Bela) 43.70 
738; 8 R Nazarowene (Limy 4346 734 : 8 P 
Beer (Ger) 4156 688 ; SO S Mosfcaiett (fta) 
36.70 604; Landtag etandtag* aftar »ta 
•vanta: IBraui 5579ptK 2 Lewis 5.797: 3 
NaoKMene 550ft 4 Sazanowt) 5500; 5 Wlo- 
darezyk 5571; 6 Staffwf 5.482: 7 Nathan 
5.441; 8 VoaMkova 5.43ft 9 Uostatets 
5554; 10 Teppa 5548. 


AhensandTY 


060a- 

■iWk Women's tfl9t^ .(qu8Bf)(Jng 
;/ : - V > 
B53S; Women's 400 metres hunSes' 
.' ■lkstyound. - ' ■. . . 
0600; Decathlon - tin ' 


OillftMOT’slsDitv^hLftfcsflret 
■ round. • V /:>. .. -. , 
0650; WDratoVO^US 'fluaffljfog 

round, gw # i B : . • - 

0740: Decrthtoo . - shot jX*; h«> 

v .'v. 

. l44aoecBfifcinrt% 

150ft Mn's -800 metres second ' 

-round.. ' '- • • y.' 

' 1540c Men's r ' . 

, ond round; r ;-..' . - •’ ; ; ■ :• r- : . 

1800: MaaVipng V; 
0640: Women’s 1^30 metres feT-r 
' 1645; W6m6n;ishc£ put qutflW’ 
. round, wo goW *’ ; • ■ l- VV 

saSsr mmefi'a 3j©Wma&M ; fl- 
■■BW.; .- ; •; %= - V. ' V.-'V;/- 
- JL740: Men:s-40Giriebe^ . '- ; 
1808t. 400*0008^;'.' 

TO fiurofflicitoebo-iaoo; 3i00- 
1»-V) , 15.00*19 J5; B8C2 0&25-: 
08.00, 15^0-20:00 ; ' 


BT’s ISDN lines can send 
a document in less 
time than it takes 
to walk to the 
fax machine. 

Why Not change 

Hit if or we worer 


To connect for only £20 more than a normal BT phone line 

Freefone 0800 800 800 


OFFER BIDS 12 - 10 ST ON LINES INSTALLED BT 9.1 1 87. FOR EXAMPLE. CONNECTION TO BTS ISON START-UP PACKAGE COSTS JUST mo 00 
IEX VAT). INCLUSIVE CALL ALLOWANCE OF CIOS PA, MIMMUM CONTRACT PERWO t YEARS. QUARTERLY UNE RENTAL £133.75 (EX VAT) 
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99 and not out 

Peter Davenport, Macclesfield's target 
man, talks to Phil Shaw, page 22 


sport 
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Newcastle's old boy 

Steve Howey talks to 
Simon Turnbull, page 22 


WORLD ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIP: Heptathlete’s best not enough to beat German as there is disappointment for Hansen 
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reports from Athens 


Denise Lewis last night won the 
fust medal of the World Cham- 
pionships for Great Britain as 
she took silver in the hep- 
tathlon behind the favourite. 
Sabina Braun of Germany. 

Lewis, who finished with a to- 
tal of 6.654 points, put in a per- 
formance that had scarcely any 
weak links, doing justice toa lat- 
ent which brought her the 
Olympic bronze medal in At- 
lanta last summer. 

In the absence of the injured 
defending champion. Ghada 
Shouaa. it appeared that Lewis, 
who broke her Commonwealth 
record earlier this year, had a 
chance of gold. Unfortunately 
for her, the 32-year-old from Es- 
sen produced the performance 
of tier life to win with 6.739 
points. 

Ashia Hansen, who reached 
yesterday's triple-jump cham- 
pionship amid rising British 
hopes of a first championship 
medal, was unable to rise to the 
occasion. Hansen, who headed 
the qualifying with a leap of 
14.77 metres, had had prepa- 
rations for Athens disrupted by 
a back injury which affected her 
ability to sprint. 

Her performance on Satur- 
day left her m some pain and 
she received immediate phys- 
iotherapy. But the competition 
last night appeared to reveal 
that the 24-year-old was stfll 
hampered. With her sixth and 
final attempt on the night, she 
stood fifth after a competition 
in which several of her rivals 
had surpassed themselves. 

In a vain attempt to raise her- 
self. she encouraged the crowd 
to clap. But the effort was in 
vain. Her distance was 14.49m 
- her hest on the night, but not 
enough to lift her in the plac- 
mgs. 

As she shook hands with her 
opponents, a wry smile came to 
her face. She Had simply not 
been able to raise her level of 
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However, friscolleague Dal- 
ton. Grant, who joined the 
British squad late because of 
suspected food poisoning did 
y* thtrmflh , making the official 

ooai?finnvhCTPht of238.hissea- . 





son’s best. 

In die 400m hurdles final, 
Stephane Diagana of France de- 
feated the American favourite 
Bryan Bronson with a time of 
47.70sec 

In the women's 400m, Cathy. 
F p w nan of Australia took the 
gold in 49.77sec and then, just 
as she had done in winning the 
Commo nwealth Games three 
years ago, took the flags repre- 
s en ting both Australia and the 
Australian Aborigines on her 

lap of honour. 

Steve Backley sets out today 
in pursuit of the global gold 
which he wants — which, ac- 
cording to him, he needs to ^ 
round off his achievements m> 
the javelin. 

As y g|g l| one of the main 
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High hopes: Britain's Dalton Grant seals over the bar, on his way to the qualifying for the final of high jump in Athens yesterday 
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performance like several of 
those around her. 

Hansen had been hoping for 
a progression, having finished 
fourth at last summer's Olympic 
Games and then taken the sil- 
ver medal at the Worid Indoor 


Championships in March. The 
hop and the step were promis- 
ing, bat the jump proved too 
much. Hansen’s coach, Aston 
Moore, had said beforehand 
that Hausen’s confidence - 
something which has let her 


down in more than one major 
championship - was now strong. 
“She feels like she belongs with 
the top jumpers now," he said. 

She did not look out of 
place yesterday but was clear- 
ly operating well below peak 


efficiency. .As she bad feared 
beforehand, Romania's Rod- 
ica Maiescu. whom she had re- 
ferred to as “the dark horse", 
had come through strongly as 
a gold medal challenger, 
adding two centimetres to her 


world best of the year when she 
managed 15.26m on her first 
attempt. It looked enough for 
the gold medal, but Sarka 
Kasparkova surpassed with 
her fifth jump, reaching out to 
15.20. • 


There was further disap- 
pointment for Britain on the 
night as Steve Smith, the 
Olympic bronze medallist 
failed to qualify for the high 
jump final. Smith, who has 
been troubled bv an Achilles 


public's gold medallist Jan 
Zelezny, who was the leading 
qualifier on Sunday night. 

Zeiezny's effort - Si66an - : 
was far from awe inspiring, btfl ' 
he gained a slight psycholpgkaa -/ 
advantage in qualifying out- 
right with one throw while 
Backley had to wait for confir- 
mation that his 81.40m was V 
enough. 

Mine Hill who qualified whh 
S2J24. wfll also be hoping to add 
a World Championship medal V 
to the bronze he won m 1993. , 

The lurking danger in. the! ^ 
field is the home throwWv\; 
Kostas Gaisiouidis, who is Beer 1 jf 
Iv to attract a large, partisan .T 
crowd - something which wiB\_ j 
please the International Am* - 
teur Athletic Federation pres- 
ident. Prime Nebiolo, who tas . 1 
expressed his disapproval of 
the relatively sparse numbers 
who witnessed Sunday oight's . 
100m finals. 
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Monday's Solution 
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Morceli made to work for place 



Noureddine Morceli, bidding for 
a fourth successive worid 1500m 
title, was made to work hard be- 
fore winning his semi-final on 
the third day of the World 
Championships yesterday. 

Morceli, the worid record 
holder and Olympic champion, 
could not afford to relax as the 
Spaniards Reves Estevez and 
the former Olympic champion 
Fermin Cacho controlled the 
race from the front until the last 
few metres when Morceli took 
the lead. 

The Algerian, who was nev- 
er out of the leading pack, won 
in 3 min 38.S2sec ahead of Ca- 
cho and Estevez, who both 
clocked 338.86. 

Morceli’s main rival for the 
title, Morocco's Hicham El 
Guerrouj, came through his 


semi-final a few minutes earli- 
er, but had a comparatively 
less severe test, winning m 
338.92 to set up a fascinating 
duel in tomorrows finaL 
El Guerrouj. who has run 
four of the five fastest times of 
the year, will be especially keen 
to win the world crown for the 
first time after his Olympic 
hopes ended in last year's final 
in Atlanta when he felL 
Kenya's Laban Rotich, the 
second fastest man in the world 
this year, also looked in good 
form and qualified comfort- 
ably in 338.92. 

Sonia O'Sullivan aims to 
complete the first leg of a 
Worid Championship doable 
knowing that fortune finally 
looks to be turning in her 
favour. 


A~year ago. O'Sullivan was 
struck down by a debilitating 
beg winch left her a pale shad- 
ow of the runner who had dom- 
inated the worid all season 
Instead of leaving Atlanta 
with the anticipated golden 
haul, she departed the United 
Stales in tears, forced to drop 
out of the 5,000m final and not 
even getting through the first 
round of the 1500m. 

Those problems seemed to 
continue into this year as she left 
Sheffield's Don 'Wiley Stadium 
in June after finishin g so far be- 
hind Britain’s Kelly Holmes in 
the L500m that she was virtually 
being written off. 

But, six weeks later, the 27- 
year-okl from Cobh, whose main 
aim when she flew out to Athens 
was defending her Gothenburg 


5,000m crown, is now favourite 
for today’s 1500m final. 

First. 'Holmes, the worid No 
1, crashed out with an Achilles 
problem, then defending cham- 
pion Hassiba Boulmerka of Al- 
geria failed to show for her heat 
and on Sunday the Olympic 
gold medallist Svetlana Mas- 
terkova also succumbed to her 
injure problems. 

O'Sullivan had singled out 
Holmes and Masterkova as her 
two main rivals, and after do- 
ing the minimum possible so far , 
she now has a confident aura. 

“I think Tve proved my fitness 
now- and I’ve not got down to 
my last training session yet,” said 
O'Sullivan, who ran her fastest 
race of the season in the semi- 
final, despite lying 10th with 
400m to go. 


Her main threatsare Kkdyto 
be American Regina Jacobs 
and Russia's Olga Netyubova. 
But the acceleration ObuHwan 
showed in moving through al- 
most the entire field ig & c sp a ce 
of 150m before settling &r a 
gentle finish will bave^beeo 
noted by her rivals and if the 
race is run slowly, that speed 
could be crucial. 

“Hopefully things will walk 
out. Tve had a day off today and 
we'll see how it goes from here," 
O'Sullivan said. “The good thing 
so far is that I haven't really been 
nervous at all and if I can stay 
relaxed, it will help. 

“All I want to do is run my 
best possible race and take it 
from there. I’ve worked hard all 


year and now I'm here I'm go- 
ing to make the most of it-" 


ACROSS 

I Reel being cut with lots 
of wine? (6) 

4 About to teach in place 
of prestige (6) 

10 Prisons for those of Eu- 
ropean descent? (5,5,5) 

II Going through books of 
car firm takes time (5) 


22 Sign of industry on arti- 
cle which is bound to 
err? (5) 

23 Not generally showing a 
lack of levity? (8,7) 

24 Disruption in sprih| 
month at border (6) 

25 Decree changes ana de- 
cline (6) 


As a rule you might have 
expected to find saints 
here? (4,5,6) 

Wasting asset's given liber- 
al sort of decoration (6) 


Britain’s 400m trio set up historic final 


8 Go by jumbo eating tree 
which could be tasteless 


12 More to pay when up on 
French indictment? (9) 

13 Ill-tempered, having to 
put on second diaper (6) 

15 Greek island's short of 
food (6) 

16 What you'll have to pay 
to get into work over a 


DOWN 

1 Archer has to show re- 
spect at place where 
Douglas is found (6) 

2 Mutual organisation is 

.-<• . . ® fO • 


pretentious type (6) 
Free cleaner given tc 


18 Free cleaner given to 
worker (6) 

21 Count Bari out as a place 
where growth is encour- 
aged (9) 


another school subject 

^ree house local could 
be in charge of such 
drink (9) 


9 Male gets sweet-smelling 
thing for old car (6) 

14 Fruit’s British, a super- 
market stock which goes 
down i perfectly (5,4) 

17 Get in boat which is de- 
crepit (6) 

18 See Irish have a try to get 
fierce woman (6) 


19 Stupid amount to spend 
on Chinese dish (3,3) 

20 In frenzy, merely a thing 


Britain will have three 400 me- 
tres runners in a global final for 
Lhe first time in history tonight; 
but the No 1 of the trio, I wan 
Thomas, appears to be in- 
creasingly hampered by a knee 
problem. 

Thomas, Mark Richardson 
and Jamie Baulch formed a 
block booking after coming 
safely through their semi-finals. 
However, Thomas, who was 
being thought of as a potential 
champion here before Michael 
Johnson’s arrival on a wild card. 


walked heavily away after fin- 
ishing fourth, and spent much 
time frowning and stretching be- 
fore leaving without comment 
Britain’s record holder has 
been complaining for several 
days of a nig gling injury behind 
his right knee. Having said that 
he ran 44.61sec, which made him 
the fastest Briton. His race was 


won by Johnson, who quelled 
some of the doubts that his pre- 


vious day’s absent-minded per- 
formance had raised by running 
4437 with apparent ease. 


Richardson was second behind 
another American, Tyree Wash- 
ington, in 44.62, with Baulch third 
in 44.69. Like Thomas, Richard- 
son is troubled by a knee injury, 
but it is clearly qol affecting hrs 
level of performance. 

“I've got to be pleased with 
a season's best slowing down,” 
Richardson said. “It’s a job well 
done. 1 wanted to get into the 
top two so I can get a middle 
lane in the final. It's super stuff 
to have all three of us there.” 
He paid tribute to his trainer. 


to speed up reaction (6) 
Make strenuous effort for 


22 Make strenuous effort 
endless bliss (5) 
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Mark Zambada, who has been 
working on his leg. “I wouldn’t 
be running here if it wasn't for 
him,” Richardson said. “He's an 
amazing guy. Tm not letting the 
injury affect me. If it’s going to 
go, it’s going to go." 

Baulch. who as far as anyone 
knows is not suffering from ei- 
ther illness or injury, spoke to his 
coach, Linford Christie, after- 
wards. “I didn't really go for it in 
the first 200 metres," he said. 
was just telling myself ‘You are 
The Man.’ ” 

Today will teH. But the man 
whom most expect to be The 
Man, Johnson, provided a more 
reassuring show after finishing 


4 V ' 

only as third of the four fastest \ 

losers in the secondround. “I felt 
good,” Johnson said “I don't 
know what shape I'm going to be 
in tomorrow. I didn't haw: any 
problems yesterday. I just made 
a mistake and 1 was very upset 
with, myself." 

He neither looks nor acts like 
the man who won two golds at 
the Atlanta Olympics last sum- 
mer. The injury he suffered m his 
One-to-One challenge with 
Donovan Bailey at the end of 
May still appears to be having a 
knock-on effect There is a chink 

of light for the Brits, then. Bat 
Johnson does hot Jock as ifhewfll 
need his best to retain his title. 
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